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« A copie of the Letters which my 


Lord the Prince of Orange,ſent vnto the Kigns and. 
Potentates of Chriſtendome, 


ww 
Ir, I doubt not, but that your Ma- 


Sd ieftie hath bin aduertiſed of a certaine Proſeription, which 
9. the King of Spuine, hath appointed to be publiſhed againtt 
we,becauſe he hath canſed the ſame to be ſpread abroade in all lau- 
guages and hath ſent it alſo into dimers quarters of chritendome, 
{ and all my verie good freendes hane thought, that [ could not ſuffi- 
ctently defende myne honor { which I am aduiſed and purpoſed not to 
hazard or indaunger forame thing) 4s by ſetting a init defence,a- 
gainft this vniuſt Proſeription.” In regard abereef I hanepreſented 
unto my Lords,the eitates of theſe conntries, my aunſwere : which 
' aunſwere alſo (for the maintenaunce of myne honor and reputation, 
' amongeſt the Princes & Potentates of Europe, who in reſpett of their 
preheminences and dignities,axe the ſuccours of prore Princes and 
artreſſed noble men ) Thane bm bolde to ſende vnto them, and to you 
(Syr) particularlie, moſt humblie beſeeching your Maieſtie hat ,af- 
fer you haue ſeene it, you would yeelde like mdgement thereof, as it 
bath pleaſed my Lords the Eſtates, who haue bin moſt farthfull wit- 
meſſes of all myne ations, todo, and to eſteeme andindge thereof ale 
ſo (as it ſhall pleaſe your Macetie to take knowledge of #t) by their 
adniſe and counſell,vhich alſs is annexed to my ſaid defence, Aud 
becauſe ( vr ) your Mateſtic may thinke it ſtraunge,that the King of 
Sp aine haning heretofore violently taken from mz all my goods, af= 
ter that I had put my gouernementes mto the hands of the Dutches 
of Parma,then the Gonerneſſe of this eſtate, and had withirawen my 
fſelfe mto the countrey of Germanie,the p'ace of mynatimtie,where 
7 hept my ſelfe peaceablie among my brethren finsfolkes & freends, 
a alſo I had fully pruerpoſed ſo to continue : and that, hauing at the 
ſame time, conueyed or caried awaie from the ſcholes,my ſource the 
Counties of Bueren,andboth contrarie to the priniledges of the conn- 
trey,and againſt his owne othe cauſing him to be caried priſoner into 
Spaine,wher he is as yet cruelly kept captine : and beſides, haning pro- 
cured me to be condemned to death, by the Duke of Alua his owne 
officer : becauſe(I ſaie) your Ilaieſtie may thine it ftraunge,that for 
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all 


 alltheſe rerfons (which were nenertheleſſe verie great and waightie ) 
Thane not hitherto publiſhed anie defence, which was Grefledto the. 
ſaid King, or might direilly concerne him, which thing nytwithſtan- 
ding 1 do at this preſent ard declare thereby, that the faultes, where- 
1 with the King of Spaive mindeth ro charge m2,belong unto hins ſelfe. 

| 1 do therfore moſt hublie beſeche your 1zieſtte (Sir ) that before you 
iudge of this my writing, you would coſider the qualitie bath of the 
crimes and faultes where with I am charged by this Proſcription,and 
1 allſo thequalitic of mime owne perſon. For, if the King of Spaine was 
| 8 content to withhold from me my ſonne and my goods,which he hath in 

f | hs poſſeſſion,c3 further to offer (as at thzs preſent he doth) fine & twes 
tie thouſand crownes for my head, and to promiſe to make ſuch noble 
as ſhould murther me, and topardon them all the faultes whatſvener 
that they could h.ame committed before that time : no man ſhould 
thinke it ewill in me,that I haue attempted by all the meanes Icould, 
( 45 m deede heretofore I baue done ) to preſerne my ſelfe and myne, 
and to inable my ſelfe what I could,to enter againe into that which is 
myne owne : and that T haue followed that order and courſe of life 
that I hane done. But further the King of Spaine, hang al the world 
thorowe publiſhed, that Tam a publike plague, an enemie of the 
world,vnthankfull,vnfaithfull,a traytor,and awicked perſon: 
theſe are ſuch muries (Sir) that no gentleman, no though he were of 
the baſeſt of the hing of Spames naturall ſubieftes,can or ought to en= 
dure : tn ſo much ( Sir ) that though I were one af hs ſimple and ab.. 
ſolute vaſſals,who owerh homage vnto him by honor, yet ſo it zs, that 
by ſuch a fentence,and ſo unmit m all and excrie part thereof: I alſo 
hauing bm by him, ſpoiled of my landes ad Loraſhippes, in reSþet of 
2 which, [ auld heretofore haue taken an othe unto him, [ might hauc 
ER. helde my ſclfe abſolued and free from all my bandes towardes hin, + 
L _ bane aſſar:d alſo (which thing euen nature hath taught eneric one)by 
| all the meanes I could to mamtaine myne honor which ought to be to 
me and to all noble men more deare thn life. and goods . Notwith- 
Zi - ftarding,ſceingit hathpleaſed God,to ſhewe me this greatgrace, that 

1 £20  Jambornea fore Lord, not holding of anie other but of the Empire,as 

"do.the Princes and other free Lordes of Germanie and ltalie : and 
further ſeeing that [beare the title, and haue the name of an abſo- 

Jute and free Prince, though m deede my Princedome be not verie 
| great: yea whatſoener it be,[ not being his natural ſubieft neither has 
_ -- ming helae anie thing of hins,but by reaſon of my Seignuries & Lords 


ſhipper, 
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ſhippes, of which natwithflanding hs hath wha!ly d:ſpoſſeſſed mes: it 


h1th ſeemed unto me,that 1 could not defenae myne honor, and [atiſ- 


fre or content my neare kin; folkes ſundric Princes (ro whom this is my 


honor that I am linched) and my whole poiterttie, but in aunſwering 


by publike writing to thu accuſation, which in thepreſence of all chri- 


ftendome, us publiſhed and fet out againihme, And though Thane not 
bm able to dot, without texiching hes honor, I hope notwithiFzndmg 
(Sir)chat your Mateſtre will empute it,rather to the mforcement,that 
the qualitie and hainouſnes of this Proſcriptron hath [aide vpport me, 
than to my natureor will, For as concernmse this pot, that ſome men 


maie thinke it ſ?raunge, that I do after this ſorte defende my ſelfe,ſee- 


mg that I baue ſometimes heretofore helde of him ſundrie landes and 
Lordſhippes, for aunſwere thereto, [ will mo#t humblie beſeeche your 
Aſareftie, to conſider the hainouſnes of the minrie, that :s done me, 
 whicharight noble man will neuer in deede abide : alſo that [ amnot 
his natural: ſubiett and, as concerning my-fees and penſions, that he 
harh-ſpoiled me of them. But ſuppoſe that I had alwaies eniayed them: 
yet ſo ut 15,that the ſame lawe which he vſeth towaraes others, ſhould 
not be denied to me, He holdeth of the French King in loyauttie and 
h1mage and eaen as the vaſſalldoth of h1s Lord the Conntie or Earl- 


aome of Charollois: andyet for all that he ceaſſeth not to make warr 


( 


arainst the crowne of Fraunce,yea he neuer leaueth of continuallie to Hye holdeth- 
prattiſe and denife, ſomewhat again#t the ſame. He taketh this as a of your Mas 


ſure faundation or rule, that being A ſauerdigne gourrmor in ſome 0- 
ther place, it is lawfull for him, to rewenge him fetfe 'ef the wrong, 
which he pretended was done vnto him,by the late French King Hene 
rie of moit noble memorie. When he made warre againit the Pope 


Caraffa, becauſe as a vaſſall he helde of him the kingdomes of Stcilia 


and 'Naples, he publiſhed his defenre{by which he mamteined, that he 
was abſolued from his othe, becauſe that the Pope kept not him ſelfe, 
with the termes or pointes that the Lord oweth to his vaſſall accor- 
ding to the feodall [awes which are mutwall, and refpþett as well the 
one,es the. other. Now (Sir) there is nothing fo naturall or kmalie,as, 
that exerie ze ſhouldin his owne canſe,receaue the verie ſe!feſame 
rule and order, that he would haus an other man to receaue or allow 
of. Wherefore he ſhould not thine it ſtraunge, that I, being ſo manie 
wayes reniled & inuried by him,and not being his ſubieft that IT ſay, 
dv ayde my ſelfe, with the meanes that God hath giuen me, and with 
which he hath bin willing to h-lpe him ſelfe again#t his Lordes, who 
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bane not offended him 1m anie thing whatſ. euer,that drawerh righ Me 
the wrong which I hawe ſuffered art his hande: yea he ſhould net thmkg 


it ftrawmnge,that Tſe againſt hm that reprochefull note, hy which he 
aſſayeth to marke as it wer: in the forehead, both me and 7) YACE. 
eAndbecauſe my Lords the Eſtaies, (who baue more rightly knowen 
the trueth of all that is contamed m this my acfence, and haze appro- 
wed the ſame) haue yeelded unto me ſuffictent reftimonie mouch tou 
ching my life pait: I do moſt bumblic alſo beſeeche your Maiec/e 
(Sir) in approumg this ſame myne aunſwere,to beleene that { am not, 
either a traytour or wicked perſon, but that I ams, (thankes be to God 
fort) a noble man,of a verie good ard moſt auncient houſe.yea a good 
man and true i encrie thing that I promiſe pot vuthankeful or v1- 
farthfull,nor haning commited anie thing, whereby a Lord or Knight 
4 my ſtate & colltenaunce may receaue anie reproche or ſhame: moſ# 

wmblie beſeeching you,to holde and account me, in the number of 
your mot humble ſernauntes. And thus haning moſt humble ſub- 
mitted my ſelfe vnto your Mmeſtie,I will pray God (Sir) to giue t, to- 
gether with perfett health,a moſt bleſſed and moſt long life. At Delft 
&: Holland, the iy day of Februarie 1 5 8 1, 


Your Mareſties moſt hum- 
ble and obedient ſeruaunt, 


WILLIAM of Nas$Sarp, 


A decla- 


| « eA declaration made by my Lord the 


Prince of Orange,to my Lords the Eſtates Ge- 
neral of the lowe Countries. 


Y Lordes, ye haue heretofore ſcene a certaine ſen- 
tencein the forme of a Profcription, which was ſent 
© © bythe King of Spaine, and afterwards publiſhed by 

the appointment and order of the Prince of Parma: and howe 
by the meanes thereof, myne enemies haue againlt all right 
 andreaſon attempted, orieuouſly totouche and to taint myne 
honor,and to cauſe my former a&ions, to be thought enil and 
wicked: wherin I haue bin very willing and deſirous, ro take 
the aduice and counſelt of fundriz notable perſonages , and 
mer of great nameand calling, yea of the principall counſe- 
ters and wyſe men of this countrey, But by teaſon of the qua- 
litie and forme of the ſaid Profcription, and the haynous and 
greeuous crimes wherewith I am charged, although in deede 
wrongfully, I haue hitherto ſtayed : notwithſtiding T haue bin 
aduiſed and counſelled by ſundrie my frendes, that T cannot 
otherwiſe defende myne honour,but to ſhewe by publike wri- 
ting, howe vniuſtly I haue bin accuſed and charged with ma- 
ny.faultes : and alfo howeT haue bin openly imuried,and ma- 
Iictouſly flaundered. Accordingto which aduice and counſelt 
(my Lords)ſeeing that in this worlde,I acknowledge you only 
for my ſupertors, L ofter vnto you this my defence, written a- 
gainſt the reprehenſions of myne aduerfaries,by which I hope 
thatT haue not only diſcouered all their deceits & flaunders, 
bur alſo lawfully juſtfed, all my ations paſt . And becauſe, 
that their principall marke and purpoſe is, toſcekeout all the 
meanes they can, to take away my life, or els to cafe me to 
be baniſhed our of theſe countries, or at the leaſt, to diminiſhe 
the authoritie which it hath pleafed you to gize mee, as if 0b- 
tayning that thing once,all ſhonld fall our as they would withe 
tt: & on the other fide, becauſe they flaunder me, that by vn- 
Jawful meanes I keepe and holde my authoritie, I befeech you 
my Lords to beleeue, that albeit T be content to live amongſt 
you,ſo long as it (hall pleaſe God, and to continue towarces 
you my faithful ſeruice : yet notwith{tading, that myne owne 
life, which I haue dedicated to your ſeruice, and my preſence 
n 


in the middeſt of you, are not ſo deare vnto'me, but that.1 
can moſt willingly abandon and forgo my lyfe, or'els with- 
drawe my elſe out of the countrey, when you ſhall thinke or 
know, that cither the one or the other may any maner of way 


ſerue your turne, to purchaſe vnto you a more aflured liber- 
tie, Andas cocerning the authoritic which ithath pleaſed you 
+to glue me,you knowe my Lords howe many timesI haue be- 
ſought you, to content your {clues with my {cruice, and tovn- 


burden me thereot, if you ſhould thinke thatit would ftande 
well,with the good eſtate of your affaires,which thing cuen as 


yetI do demaunde of you,oftering notwithſtanding(asI haue 


alwayes done) in all that wherein it hath pleaſed you to com- 
maunde me, {ti] to continue to employe my lelfe in the ſeruice 


of the coiutrey : in regard of which I efteme nothing of all that 


isin the worlde, as I doo more largely declare theſame vnto 
'youin this my defence. Which if you ſhal iudgeit conuenient, 


I beſceche you to thinke it good, and to take care,that it may 


| be brought to light and publiſhed, to the ende, thatnot only 
- you (my Lords) but alſo the whole worlde may judgeof the 
- quitic of my cauſc,and of the vniult dealing of myne aduer- 


Preſented by my Lord the Prince of Orauge,to my Lord; 
the Deputies of the Eſtates generall, and of the 
Prouinces vnited togither, being aſſembled in 
the towneof Dez L + T, the x11, of December. 

1.5 80. 


VP ruderneath was written, 
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DAN CPADRAAA 
ENTER GO OO 
The aunſwere of my Lordes the Eſtates 


generall, made to the former decla- 
ration, 


HE Eitates generall, hauing not many dayes ſmce, ſcene and 
read a certaine Proſcription, publiſhed by the enemies, againit 
your Excellencies perſon, by which they charge the ſame with 
hainous crimes, mdenouring to make tt oaious, ( a5 though by unlar- 
full meanes, and mairrect wayes, it had vſurped the placg and de- 
gree, wherein it is ſett and eitabliſhed ) and to delmer your ſaide 
Excellencies perſon oner for aparie, and to take from it the honor 
thereof : haumg m hke forte ſcene and viewed, a defence ſett out 


by your;Excellencie, againſt the ſaia Proſcription, find, by the trueth 


. of that which hath paſſed in theſe countries, and which is knowen 


and manifeit alſo, to enerie one of them, m resþett of them ſelues, 


that the ſaide crimes, faultes and reproches, haue vninſthe bin laide 


upon the ſame. eAnd as concerning the offices, as well of Lieute- 
want generall, as 0 f the particular gouernementes , they affirme 
that his excellencie, yea euen then, when he was lawfully elefled 
& choſen, did not accept them, but at our inſtant requeſt, in which 
alſo he hath continued at our intreatics, and that, with the ſounde 
contentment and ſatisfaction, of the whole countrie : and the ſaide 
Eſtates doo yet agame beſeeche him, that it wou plenſe him to con= 
tinue therem, promiſing him all ayde and aſſiſtance, without ſparing 
anie of the meanes they haue, and alſo to yeelde unto him readze 
and willing obedtence . And becauſe they knowe, the faithful ſer- 
wices, that your Excellencie hath yeelded to theſe countries, and 
thoſe alſo which they hope, in time yet hereafter to come, you will 
performe : they offer vnto him, for the aſſurance of hrs perſon, to 
maintaine a corpanie of horſemen for the ſau:garde thereof, beſee= 
ching him to accept it on the behalfe , and at the offer of thoſe 
perſons, which thinks them ſelyes much bourd to the preſernation 

- ER  - B thereof, 
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ereof. And fo much as towcheth the ſaid Eftates (who think thens - 
ſelnez alſo charged by the ſaid Proſcription) they minde ſhortly in hke 
forte to inflifie they: ſelues, ſo farre forth as they ſhall thinks, it 
 Connentent. So concluded in the aſſemblic of my Lordes the Eſtates 
generall, in the Fowne of Delft, : he XVy, day of December. In the 
cere of onr Lorde, 1 5 8 0. | 
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Gel BE 
« By the expreſſe determination 


of the ſaid Eſlates, _ 


Stoned I. Houflin. 


An Apo- 


OR-DEFENCE,OF MY 


| Lord the Prince of Orange, Countie of 


Naſlau, of Catzenellenboghen, Dietz, Vianden, &c. Burch- 
graue of Antwerp, and Vicountot Bezanſon, Baron of Breda, 
| Dieit, Grimberghe, of Arlay, Nozeroy,c+c. Lord of Chaſtel- 
bellm, cc. Lieutenant generall in the lowe Conn 
tries, and Gouernoar of Brabant, Hol. 
lande,Zeeland,Ytrecht,and F riſe, 
| and Admiral cc, 


Againſt the Proclamation and Edi&, publiſhed by the 
King of Spaine, by which he proſcribeth the ſazd 
Lord, whereby ſhall appeare the ſlaunders 
and falſe accuſations,conteyned 
in the ſarde Proſcrip- 


/ t10n, 


© Z1:s 6s thoekenct 


waies prated vnto God for (my Lords) & deſired 
withal my hart,that he would graar it me,fro the 
time that I vowed my perſon, & all the meanes 
thatT haue in the worlde,for the recouering of your libertie,8 
the ſafetic of your perſons, goods, and conſciences : if I ſaic, I 
ſhould at any time haue preferred, that which reſpe&eth my 


CT] before your health & wealth generally, thatT 


might in this behalf, beare an eternal puniſhmer,which Iſhuld 
haue drawe vpon my ſelf, by myne own good wil and accord : 
But on the other ſide, if that which I haue done heretofore, 
hath bin by me attempted & take in hand, only for the preſer- 
uatio of your eſtate: and thatT hane borne,a great parteof the 
burthen of this preſent warre,onely for the comon ſafegarde 
of the countrey : and thatthe hatred conceaued by certeine 


_ wicked perſons, againſt the com ns godly people 8 
+ —_ 


honora- 
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honorable perſonazes, hauing bin for a certaine time diſem- 


bled and conrred in their hartes, commeth wholly and that 
at once,to vomitand caſt vp it ſelfe ypon me only, rather then 
vpon {0 many good people, & ſpecially vpon the general eſtate 
ofthe common wealth : rhen I ſaye this hath bin the thing 
thatT haue greatly deſired, that, if my good wil had bin ſuch 
towardes you (my Lordes) your chilrden, your townes and 
communalties,as in deede it hath bin, I might one day carie 


awaye, a ſolemne teſtimonie thereof, as wel for the peace of 


myneowne conſcience,as for the defence of myne owne ho- 
nor,before all the peaple of the carth, and before al poſteritie. 
And nowe Ido greatly reioyce my ſelfe, and yeelde immoartal 
thankes vnto our good God,&1T haue great occaſion of con- 
tentement and quietnes, ſeeing that he ſuffereth me to be 
made fo rare, and ſo noble, and ſo excellent a marke there- 
of, by this cruell and barbarous Proſcription , yea ſuch a 
one, as the like hath net bin heard in theſe countries, com- 


mended amongeſt all people & nations, for their ſingular and 


incredible courteſie . For albeit that nothing be more to be 
wiſhed of a man, than the race and courſe of his life, to be 
ſound, bleſſed, proſperous, and vpright, without any daſhe, 
btowe,ſtumbling, or any wicked incountring: notwithſkiding 
if all things had fallen out vnto me, as I would have wiſhed, 
andthat Ihadnot incoinred,with the hatred of the Spaniſhe 
nation and his adherentes, I ſhould haue loſt the gaine of this 
teſtimonie, which my very enemies haue yeelded me,& which 
I take to be the moſt excelient flowre of glorie, that IT had bin 
able to haue deſired , to hane bin crowned with, before my 
death. For what in this worlde can be more acceptable, and 
that ſpecially to him, who hath enterpriſed ſo great and ex- 
cellent awork;asis the libertic of ſo good a people,oppreſſed 


by ſowicked people, than to be deadly hated of his enimies, 


ea ſuch eninies,as are withal the enimies of the countrey,8 
y their owne veric mouth and confeſs1on, to receaue a ſure 
teſtimonie, of his faithfulnes towardes his owne people,and 
of conſtancie,againſt tyraunts & diſturbers of comon peace ? 
in ſo much, that the Spaniards and their adherents, thinking 
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indeed2todo. me diſpleaſure,haue done me many pleaſures, 
as by this infamous Proſcription, they haue thought to. hure 
me more than before, and yet they haue made me more re- 
z10yce,and giuen me more contentednesof minde. Forl haue _ 
not only thereby receaued that profit, but they haue opened 
vnto mea more large field to detend my ſelte,than I durit ever 
be bolde to deſire,that ſo I might cauſe all the world to know, 
the equitie and iuſtice of my enterpriſes,& by it leaue vnto my 
polteritie, an example of yertue meete to be followed by all. 
thoſe, that would not diſhonour the nobilitie of their aunce- 
ſters,from whence we are deſcended,8& of whom, not ſo much 
as one onely,hath at anytime fauoured tyrannie, but all they 
hae loued the libertie of the people, amongeſt whom they 
haue borne office and had authoritie. I hane no- occaſion to- 
coplaine,thatI haue not had heretofore, matter large ynough. 
to ſpeake of my ſelfe, and to reproue the foule and: hayuous, 
faultes of myneenemies: but neither would ſhamefaſtnes ſuf- 
fer me my ſelfeto.ſing and ſet out: myne owne prayſes, which 
furely is a hard matter not to.do,whatſoeuer modeſtie a man. 
pretendin ſuch a matter: neither would publike honeſtie per= 
mit me,to enlarge my ielfeto rehearſe the faultes of nuneeni- 
mies,liking much better to-burie ſome part of their greeuous 
-enterpriles. vnder ſilence, than in publiſhing them (albeit in. 
trueth)to.caſt my ſelfe into daunger,to incurre the {uſpition to. 
bea ſlaunderer, Secing than.(my Lords) that in this Proſcrip-- 
tion,thequeſtion is not onely to taxe any perſon, and barba- 
rouſly to-make it a pray, butalſo;it is knowen tocuerie one, 
that by my woundes, they minde to-wound the comon wealth 
and the ſtate of all theſe countreis: as alſo this is no:more now 
performed, by ſmall diffamatorie libelles, made by people of 
no account; and whoſe iniuries done againſt me, ſhould no 
more moue me,than the tounge of ſome litle ſerpent, which a 
man mult rather breake in peeces with his foote, than inde- 
uourto fight againſt it with weapons: butthat men of ſo great 
coutenance;ſhould ſo farre and fo vilely debaſe their greatnes, 
as to buſte them ſ<lnes, faſlie to backbite and to ſlaunder, it 
hath ſeemed ynto me altogither neceſlarie to ſpeak,tothe an 
B 3 at 
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that our common countrie (for which I am readie to giue vp 
my lyte,as I hauc alreadic lolt my goods)may not feele her ſelf 
damnitiedor hurt by my filece, & that on the other fide,theſe 
famous titles, of ſo many Countries & Kingdomes,ftretching 
them ſelnes ſo farre as ouerAfrica and Aſia, may not daſell the 
_ eyes of many,who iudge the affaires & matters of this world, 
rather by ſhadowes, appearaunces, and outward ſhewes, than 
by ſtrength and "om. Me of reaſon. I knowe notwithſtanding 
all this,that thoſe which perſecure me, haue in many pointes 
aduantage again{tme,and principally in two pointes: the one 
1s,that they make aſhewe and boaſting,of their great qualities 
andeſtates,which do infinitely exceede my condition : the o- +. 
ther(whichis alſo anaturall thing to al men)willingly toopen 
their earesto cuil (peaches & ſlauders: for I haue oftentimes 
heard,the moſt elegantof all the Poets, to haue very well ſaid, 
that there is not in any feaſt any ſawce ſo {weete, to the pallet 
ofthe mouth,as euill ſpeache and backbyting is to the care : 
andontheother ſide,that nothing is hearde ſo much againſt 
the heart, and with ſo great gricfe, as the{peache of him that 
prayſeth him ſelfe, Ot theſe two pointes, that which bringeth 
pleaſure is giuen to myne enimie,and TI haue for my{hare,that 
whichis harde and vupleaſaunt almoſt to the wholeworlde. 
But I hope,that by the meane of your fauour and viuall good 
will,that neither the onenorthe other,thall bring me any loſe 
or hurt, ſeeing that ſoit is, that this long tame ſithence you . 
| havetried;thattheſe great and famous States, it they be ſpot- 
ted and tainted with tyrannie, can not gaine much-of free 
| heartes and noble courages. And on theother ſide, knowing 
the ordinarie trade and courſe of my life, who lone not-more :. 
to blame an other man, than to prayſe my ſelfe, yet if itfo; fall 
outthart TI do,cither the one or the other;,as it 1s a very: harde: 
thing not to doſo ( albeittharit ſhal be with the greateſt mo- 
deſtie thatT can) and if there be any thing that may ſeeme;nor 
very ſeemely,itſhalbe long to you(my Lordes)to attribute the . 
ſame, rather to the neceſsitic ſo to do (which mine enemies 
hauelayde vpon me)than to my nature, & by that meanes to 
eidunhen me,aud tolaye the faulte wholly,vpon their owne : 
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ſhameleſnes & importunitie. And I wil praye you (my Lords) 
to remember, that Iam falfly accuſed to be vnthankefi'l, vns 
faithfull, an heretike, an hypocrite, like unto Indas and Cainghe di- 
fturber of the countrey, rebellious,a ſftraunger an entmie of mankind, 
| the publike pJagne of the chriitian common wealth, a traytour, and a 
wicked perſon, that I ams ſet out to be ſlaine as 4 beaFt, withrewarde 
to allmurtherers, and to all poyſoners which will attempt the ſame, 
leauingyou toiudge (my Lordes) whether it be poſsible to- 
purge my ſelfe from ſuch ſ{laaders,wit hout ripping vp in ſome 
matters, the ordinarie courſe of my lite, & withoutexceeding. 
my cuſtome, in.ſpeaking of my ſelte- and other men. In the 
meane whyle,I am ſo aſſured of the wſtice of my cauſe, and of 
my ſoundnes and faithfulnes towardesyou, and onthe other 
fide,of your cquitie and roundnes,and of the knowledge that 
you haue, howe & after what ſorteall things haue paſſed, that 
I demanndeno other thing of you, but onely that you would 
wdge, and take notice of this matter, and determine thereof 
for your owne good, health, and preſeruation, that which the 
Jawes,freedomes, hberties, and priuiledges of the countrey, 
commaunde you,accordingto the hope that the people hath 
of your wiſdome and yprightnes : which thing alſo I pray you 
. to do,yeal earneſtly beſceche you,by all holy & ſacred things, 
and that by the othe and band which you beare tothe coun- 
trey,certainly aſſuring my ſelfe,thatas in many other matters 
Eam lefle than mine enemies,ſo that I ſhalbe in this behalte ſo- 
muchthe more their ſuperiour;as that by all meanes &craftes 
they haue purpoſed, to violate, breake, & ſuppreſſe your lawes, 
your priwledges, and liberties :whereas on: the other ſide, I 
auewith a good heart and all faithfulnes, imployed my elte 
tomaintaine 8 preferuethe ſame.Andalbeit (my Lords)that. 
Tam notinſuch forte anenemie,to:my renowne & owne good 
name,but that Ttake delight and pleaſure (as alſo-I hope my 
actions and deedes deſerue the {ame) to- be in good accoiit 
among all the Princes,Potentates, and common weales of the 
world(excepting onely amongeſt the Spaniards & their adhe- 


rents,whoperſeuering inthe purſuit of their tyrannie, I deſire 
not either grace or fauor; orany fre:d{hip at their handes) not 
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withſtiding,ſecing thatyouare the menonlyin this matrer,to 
whom I haue take an othe,to whom alone I cout my ſelf boizd 
who alone alſo haue power to approue or improue my ates & 
deedes : I ſhall hold my ſelte very well ſatisfied, when on your 
Pares Iſhall haue receaued a teſtimonie coformable & agreea- 


ble to my intentes and purpoſes, which hauealwayes bin ioy- 
ned with your good, profit, and ſeruice : and I ſhall patiently 
{ufferother people and nations, to iudge thereof according to - 
* their paſsions and affeftions, or rather (which thing alſo I 
' more deſire)according to equitie,right, 8 1uſtice, hauing firſt 


put of all preiudice,and freed their own vnderſtandings from 
the thick cloudes of theſe greatneſſes and glorie,which might 


| heretofore hane ſomewhat dazeled them. 


Nowe if mine enemies (my Lordes ) had come direaly, to 


the point and matter of the Profcription, ſetting our the rea- 


ſons,ypoti which is grounded, this barbarous ſentence(which 
ſentence in deede doth ouermuch declare their niinde verie 
baſe and much degenerating from the vertue and courage of. 


their aunceſtors) i had not vied likewiſe any circuites or com- 


paſcingesof wordes,but had at the veric entrie declared, both 
what myne owne innocencicis, and howe weake and ruinous 
their foundations and groundworkes are. But ſeeing that to 
make me odious,they haye better liked, to ſet,cuen at the en- 
traunce, before the eyes of all the worlde, a heape of injuries, 


- andinthe courſe of this ſpeache, without purpoſe to interlace 


them, ſpeaking fo ſhameleſſely of me : Iſuppole, that it is ne- 
ceſſary,yeaindeed moſtiuſt;that I aunſwere to ſuch ſlaunders, 
tothe ende that ſome being mooued or perlwaded by ſuch 
words, may notyetrecciue this my defence,with a harte more 
 YSrEn from me,than the lawe allowed amongelt people, 
and iuſtice it ſelfe requireth. | IEA Ph x 
As concerning then this heape of injuries, by which T am 
ſo ſhameleſly rentin peeces,and which being taken out of this 
Proſcription,nothing ſhall remaine therein but aſmoke : you 
ſee (my Lordes) howe plaine and without painting conlours 


"the defence is thatT vſe, If you knome meto be ſuch aone,as 
amynecnemics publiſhe me to be : if I carrie either in oy bo- 
wy | : e ar 


Or ORANGE 


die or in my ſoule,ſuch coulours as the forger of this writing 
ſaith, that he hath painted me out withall (for my Lordes ye 
haue knowne me from my youth, and I haue not ſpent my age 
Els where, but with you) thut immediatly your eares, and re- 
fuſe ro hcare or vnderſtande, ſo much as one worde commun 
out of my mouth. But ifon the other ſide; I haue all my lyfe 
thorowe,bin more honeſt, more ſounde, more continent,and 
lefle couetous, than the authors of this ſlaunderous writing, 
and then he,which hath publiſhed the ſame,to witt, the Prince 
of Parma and his predeceſſors, whole tates are ouerwell 
knowne by hiſtories : if I ſaje,you haue knowne me and mine 
aunceſtors,more yertuous people than theſe ( for I ſpeake not 
as yer of the King) and their aunceſtors, then belceue, that as 
They talſely flaunderarthe verie entrance, ſo they ſhal be no 
more nieete to be beleeued, in all the reſt of their ſhameleſle 
.acculations. For,to whatende I pray you, ſerueth this recitall 
of ſo many injuries, but onely to ſhewe vnto the worlde, that 
- my enennes are \kilfull to {launder and backbire,and that he, 
. whom yet thorowe Gods goodnes, they haue not bin able to 
- murther, neither by poyſon,nor ſword, nor yet to deceaue by 
. promiles, nor yet bufie him withvaine and vncerrtaine hopes, 
- they do aflay at the leaſt to wond him , with the venim of their 
' tongue,accuſtomed cuen from their youth to ſo infamous an 
. Occupation ? 
| Theyat the beginning makea recitall, of many good rurzes 
which { hanereceyned fro he Emperour,m reþe(t of the ſucceſſion, 


of my late Lorde the Prince of Orange my coſen, that the King 


- :PRINCY 


made me of h1s order, Lientenaunt gemerall 11 the goneruement of 


Floll inde, Zeelmade Vrrecht,avd Burgundie. ard one of the counſell 
of Eſtate. To what ende are theſe things alleadged ? to declare 
thatT am greatly bounde to the honſe of Spaine, and that I 
can not ſhiinne this, but that I muſt be condemned of ingrati- 
: tyde: and moreouer, that by reaſon of the - othe that I ha1 
taken , and of the landes and Lordlhippes, that I holde in 
- homage of the ſaide Lor1e,T am bound to procure, the profitt 
--andaduanncement of his affaires and matters, thinking to 


make me likewiſe culpable and faultic of vnfaithfulnes, Vere- 
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withſtiding,ſecing thatyouare the menonlyin this matter, to 
whom TI haue take anothe,to whom aloneI cout my ſelf boiid 
who alone alſo haue power to approue or improue my actes 8& 
deedes : I ſhall hold my ſelte very well ſatisfied, when on your 
pares Ithall haue receaued a teſtimonie coformable & agreea- 
-ble to my intentes and purpoſes, which hauealwayes bin ioy- 
ned with your good, profit, and ſeruice : and I ſhall patiently 
ſufferother people andnations,to iudge thereof according to 
' their paſsions and affetions, or rather (which thing alſo I 
more deſire)according to equitie,right, 8 juſtice, hauing firſt 
- put of all prejudice,and freed their own vnderſtandings from 
the thick cloudes of theſe greatneſſes and glorie,which mighe 
heretofore haue ſomewhat dazeled them. |; 
Noweifmine enemies ( my Lordes ) had come dire&ly, to 
the point and matter of the Proſcription, ſetting our the rea- 
ſons,vpori which is grounded, this barbarous ſentence(which 
ſentence in deede doth ouermuch declare their niinde verie 
baſe and much degenerating from the vertue and courage of 
their aunceſtors) I had not vſed likewiſe any circuites or com- 
paſcinges of wordes,but had at the veric entrie declared, both 
what myne owne innocencieis, and howe weake and ruinous 
their foundations and groundworkes are. But ſeeing that to 
make meodious,they haye better liked, to ſet,cuen at the en- 
traunce, before the eyes of all the worlde, a heape of inturies, 
and in the courſe of this ſpeache, without purpoſe to interlace 
them, ſpeaking fo ſhameleſſely of me : I ſuppoſe, that it is ne- 
ceſſary,yeain deed moſtiuſt,that I aunſwere to ſuch ſlaunders, 
totheende that ſome being mooued or periwaded by ſuch 
words, may notyetreceiue this my defence,with a harte more 
'eſtraunged from me,than the lawe allowed amongelt people, 
and iuſtce it ſelfe requireth. 3H ; | 
As concerning then this heape of injuries, by which T am 
ſo ſhameleſly rentin peeces,and which being taken out of this 
Proſcription,nothing ſhall remaine therein but aſmoke : you 
ſee (my Lordes) howe plaine and withour painting coilours 
" thedefenceis thatT vſe, If you knome meto be ſuch a one, as 
myneenemics publiſhe me to be : if I carrie either in 1 SM 
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dic or in my ſoule,ſuch coulours as the forger of this writing 
ſaith, that he hath painted me out withall (for my Lordes ye 
haue knowne me from my youth, and I haue not ipent my age 
Els where, but with you) thut immediatly your eares, and re- 
fuſe ro heare or vnderſtande, ſo much as one worde comming 
out of my mouth. But ifon the other ſide, I haue all my lyte 
thorowe, bin more honeſt, more ſounde, niore continent,and 
lefle couctous, than the authors of this ſlaunderous writing, 
and then he,which hath publiſhed the ſame,to witr, the Prince 
of Parma and his predeceſſors, whole fates are ouerwell 
knowne by hiſtories : if I ſaje,you haue knowne me and mine 
aunceſtors,more vertuous people than theſe (for I ſpeake not 
| as yer of the King) and their aunceſtors, then belecue, that as 
they falſely (launderar the verie entrance, ſo they hal be no 
more nieete to be beleeued, in all the reſt of their ſhameleſle 
accuſations. For,to what ende I pray you, ſerueth this recitall 
of ſo many iniuries, but onely to ſhewe vnto the worlde, that 
- my enemies are {kilfull to flaunder and backbire,and that he, 
whom yet thorowe Gods goodnes, they haue not bin able to 
. murther, neither by poyſon, nor ſword, nor yet to deceaue by 
. promiles, nor yet buſie him with vaine and vncerrtaine hopes, 
- they do aflay ar the leaſt to wond him , with the veniin of their 
 tongue,accuſtomed cuen trom their youth toſo infamous an 
- ©ccupation ? 

They at the beginning make a reci:all, of many good rurxes 


which { hane receyned fro the Ew perour,m refpett of the ſucceſſion, goodturnes 


of my late Lorde the Prince of Orange my coſen, that the King 
. made me of his order, Lientenaunt generall in the gouernement of 
Floll mae, Zeel made rrecht,ad Burgunate. ard one of the counſell 
of Eſtate. To what ende are theſe things alleadged ? to declare 
that I am greatly bounde to the honſe of Spaine, and that I 
can not thunne this, but that I mult be condemned of ingrati- 
' Tede: and morcouer, that by reaſon of the ' othe that I ha4 
taken , and of the landes and Lord{kippes, thar I holde in 
- Homage of the ſaide Lor1e,] am bound to procure, the profitt 
--and aduanncement of his affaires and matters, thinking to 

- make me likewiſe culpable and faultic of vnfairhfulaes, Vere- 
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ly T confeſſe and agree,with the King and the whole houſe of 
Spaine;that nothing is ſo much to be codemned in this world, 
as a man defiled with theſe two ſpottes& itaines,to wit,of vn- 
thankfulnes & vnfaithfulnes, and he that hath ſpoken theſe + 
two inuries to a man, he hath ſaid as much to him & againſt 
him,as if-he had charged him with all the accuſations &flaun- 
ders; that wyſe people and fooles, difcreete and vndifcreete, 

_ couldrake togither: and ſpecially looke, by how much aLord 
is of a more noble and famous houſe, by fo much the more * 
ſhall he be diſhonored, if he can be conuinced of theſe or fuck 
faultes : and I refuſe not to be hated of all theworlde, to be 
rooted out of the earth, and that the memorie of me& myne-- 
ſhould be withered for euer,if T may be founde ſuch a one, - - 
Burt that ſhall be with this condition alſo,that if I declare, that 
thereis no Prince in the worlde, more vngratefull and vnkind 
towardes a poore Lorde, than he that accuſed me and would 
condemne me,is againſt me and mine: that the vnfaithfulnes 
alſo which he hath vſed inreſpe& of me(for I wil not yet ſpeak 
of the ops violating of his faith towards the courrie) ts incre- 
dible,thart then (T ſay) he alfo'may be ſubieQto the like con- 
dition and ſtate,and may be holden for ſuch a one as he 1s, a- 
mongelt all lining people, and all poſteritie to come : and/I 
ſhall thinke the puniſhment more greatin his behalte, than he 
thinketh any in myne, as may appeare by that, which he ma- 
keth ſhewe to ſeeke for by this tragical Proſcription,thewhich 
thorowe Gods grace and goodnes, doeth no more aſtoniſhe 
me than avaine viſion or dreame, Firſt (my Lords) I proteſt, 
that the remembraunce and memorie ofthe Emperour Char- 
les,ſhall alwayes bein an honorable account with me, as well 
becauſe of his a&es,as thatit pleaſed him, to ſhew me {o much 
honor, as to hane nouriſhed me in his chaber, by the ſpace of 
nine yeeres,to whom alſo I yeelded &performed,molt faith- 
full and moſt willing ſeruice, But ifhe, who by reaſon 1s moſt 
bounde of all men to maintaine his renowne;come to accuſe 
me of invratitude and vnthankfulnes,as, that I haue not ac- 
knowledged the good turnes,which he ſaicth, that I haue re- 
ceaued of the Emperour: I beſeecheyouto holde me _ od, 
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vf being coſtrayned forthe defence of myne innocencie, I de- 

clare,in reſpect of good turnes alleadged, that I haue not re- 

ceaued any atall trom him , butthar in doing him ſeruice, I 

haue receaued molt great lofles, as you (hall plainely vnder- 

ſtande,it it pleaſe you to heare me patienly, 

- Nowe then he ſaith, thatin re{pe& of the ſucceſs1on of the Fes 
late Lord,the Prince Rene my ok; the Emperour handled yer to the 
me fauourably. But wherein ? Firſt, there'was neuer any Lorde : accuſation 
as yet founde ſo cuil aduiſed, that would pretend right againſt __—_ 

| meforſucceſsion,in ſo much that if the Emperour hath not "© 
hindered'mein that,whathathhe done for me; that a judge, 
the greateſt enemie I could haue, would not haue done like- 
wiſe ? Was there yet anie pattie founde ſo raſhe, that durſt of- 
fer him felf to ſpeak againſt it? Andthongh I had had aduerſe 
parties,if my right were ſo cleare and fo well grounded, that 
nothing was cuer yet hethertoable to be alleadged againſt it, 
which was able to-darcken it,or to ſhake 1t: and that herevp- 
pon the Emperour had giuen forth a decree for my profitt, 

_ whathath he donefor me-, but admuniſtred me 1waftice, and 
would not take from me that,which the lawes,reaſon, and ve- 

/ rienatureitſelfe did gine me? Burtif it pleaſe you (my Lords) £0) 
to conſider the nature andqualitie of this ſucceſsion,you ſhall x 
finde my right and title to hane bin ſuch, that the Emperour _ l 

could not haue depriued me of it,ortaken it from me,without ''Y 

an extreame injurie,and a molt manifeſt wrong . 

 _ Therewerein theſucceſsion, two principall members or 

braunches : The firſte was, thatwhich came by our houſe of ares 

Naſſau, which my Lordes my predeceflors, the graundfather ſau & Chay 

and great graundfathers,vncles by the fathers fide,and coſen lon, 

germaine by the fathers ſide, enioyed : that 1s to ſaye, the 

goods which at this day belong vnto me, in Brabant, Flaun- 

ders,Hollande and Luxenburgh: the other was,the ſucce{s1on 

of the: houſe of Challon . As concerning'the ſucceſsion of F 

Nafſfan, which men commonly call Breda, becauſe it was the 

principall place of my Lord(hippes, and where I and my pre- 

deceſſours had helde our chambers of. accountes, counſel], & 

principall inſtructions pertayning to vs - ours, who was _ 

Ia ye that 
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that might moleſt me in that, vnleflc it were may Lorde my fa-: 
ther;who was the vncle,and | the couſin germain,of my Lord 
the Prince Rene, the onely ſonne of my Lord Henrie, Countie 
of Naflau,my vncle, and the brother of my Lorde my father ? 
But ſo farre of is it,that I was hinderedin that{ucceſs1o, by my - 
ſaid Lord and father,thathe him ſclte tooke paines to come & 
ſollicite the matter, that I might be pur in poſle(ston thereof: 
neither was there-cuer founde nian {ſo thameleſle,thatwould- 
ſer himſelfe againſt it, butSchoore the Preſident or tadge,who 
in the counſell ſaide, that the ſonne of an herettke ought not. 
toſucceede, becauſe that my Lorde niy tather, following the 
examples of good Kings.as of Dauid, Iofias & others, hadre-- 
fourmed the C hurches of his countries, which he helde & had 
in Germanie,and had purgedthem from abuſes, accordingto 
the worde of God,and that by the permuſsion and ſufferaunce 
of the Emperour. And notwithſtanding all this, the counſel 
ceaiſeth not to giue aduiſe,& to determine the matter accor- 
ding to reaſon andequitie, as in deede 1tcould not otherwiſe 
do, tecing thatthey had mainteined my Lord the Countie of 
Kingſtain mynevncicin'the ſucce{s1on of the Countie of Ro-. 
chetorte,although that he him ſelte were a proteſtaunt.Seeing 
then that this was in queſtion (it that may be called a queſtio, ; 
which was in our owne houſe, as whether that the facceſsjon- 
aforeſaid, were adiudged to the father ortothe ſonne,pronot-, 
ced notwithſtanding always according to the lawes) none be- 
fide could juſtly pretend any right thereto. 
As concerning the houſe of Challon, firſt it cannot be aide 
The Barro? in reſpe&of the Barronies which I peaceablie holde and poſ- 
nics of Bur- ſefſe in the Dutchie of Burgundie, and in Daulphine of Vien- 
; 2b -— ruby na,that Iam therefore bound to the Emperor, for he had not 
*__ anie morepower therein than I, all being ynder the power. 
of the Frenche King, whoalike {eafed, the Countie of Char. 
rollois, apparteyning to the Emperour, and my Barronries, 
when warre was mooued' betweene them two, in ſo much 
thar I can not be otherwiſe bounde ynto him therefore, bur 
mrthis, thatT was conteyned in the treatie of peace made at 
_ Seſlons, which was the laſt duetic that he could yeelde, to the 
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memorie of my Lordemy couſin, who but a little while be- 
fore did, inthe ſame expecition, and that on foote, at the 
ſfieze of Saint Dilter, after ſo manie deedes of armes done for 
hz ſeruice . And le: hath he bin ableto fauour me in my 
Princedo:ne of Orange, where he had nothing to ſee too nor 
to do, no neither he, nor anie Prince, whatſocuer, I my ſelte 
holding the ſumein anaked, bare, and abſolute <oucraigntie: 
which thing fewe other Lordes are able to ſfaie. And there 1s 
no Prince, tn reſpe&t of my ſaide Princedome, whoſe amitie 
and good grace [ {tande in neede of, but of the French Kings, 
who I hope will not tonche that, that belongeth to a poore 
Prince, who 15 his mo{!t humble ſeruaunt, becauſe reaſon ſut- 
fereth not that, beyonde which reaſon he will not go, and al- 
ſo becauſe of rhe loyall and faithfull ſeruices, that my prede- 
ceſſours haue done to the Crowne of Fraunce, and the Dut- 
chie of Brytannie (whereof he 15 deſcended and is the heire) 
with great daungers of their ltues, great expenſes, and infi-. 
nite trauaules. oh 


| Thereremayneth then that which belongeth vnto me, in . 


the Countie of Burgundie, and whereof, I haue bin ſo long 
tine, fo yniuſtlic and tyrannouſlie ſpoyled and diſpoſleſſed, 
which by meanes of lone and borrowing, yeeldeth vnto me, 


euen to this preſent time, two millions at the leaſt of loſle Bur 
I-wonld in the fir{t place, thar they ſhould remember, where-. 


fore the Countiz of Burgundie;1s called Franck or free,towit, 
amongeſt other reaſons, becauſe that the freedome and liber- 
tie of the Lordes, and ſuch as holde poſſeſcions in the ſayde 


countrey,is, thatthey haue power, by will to bequeath and to. 


diſpoſe of their goods, howe and towhom, they ſhall thinke 


good, without being either for their wiaes or their children, 


or other heires wha:{ocuer inforced , otherwyſe to diſpoſe 
_ of their gooJes , but in ſuch forte, as ſhall be agreeable ro 
. their owne will and pleaſure. S:eing then that ſo it is, that 


my Lore the Prince Rene, mooued of his owne good will, 


did ( without aniz other reſpe that he had to mie, who was 
at that tyme a yonnge childe li1ing in Germanie , vnder 
the power and diſcipline, of my Mſters and Gouernours, 
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and hehauingnootherreſpe& bur that I was his couſin ger- 
maine)did,] bo appoint me his generall heire,which thing al- 
ſohe aid , according to the power that he had, euen by the 
lawesandcuſtomes of the countrey: I ſate thatit I oughtto 
yeelde thankes toany, it is to the memorte of the ſaideLorde 
Prince, who being the eldeſt of our houſe, ment alſo, that as I 
ſhonld ſucceede him in the order of age , {o I ſhould come: 
in like ſforteto ſucceede him in his goodes and poſleſsions.. I 
perceaue not then as yet,cuen to this preſent time, that I am a- 
nic thing atall.bounde for this ſucceſsjon , to the houſe of 
Spaine,neither is there anie man in the worlde,that can ſaic1t 
with ttueth.. Bas IFTCR 
- But the Emperour gaue a graunt vntothe ſaid Lord Prince, 
by will to bequearh it, ro whom he ſhould thinke good : and 
by the power of that graunt the Prince choſe me for his heire. 
This (my Lordes ) maketh very muchfor me, and. cah at no 
hand ſerue myneenemies turne. For whe the Emperouryedl- 
dedtothe graunt, he knewe not who ſhould be nominated. 
heire by the Prince, neither was it knowen of any man, vntill 
the day of the opetiing of the will, which was done'in the pre- 
ſence of Marie the Queene,after the death of the ſaideLorde: 
Prince: in ſo much'that the Emperour coſenting to the graiit, / 
ſecing that his purpoſe was not to aduaunce me, I doo not 
thinke my felfe to be bounde vnto him , becauſe the fanour 
which was ſhewed ynto the Prince (-which notwithſtanding e- 
uerie meane perſon whatſocuer, may ealely obteine, by ordi- 
naric letters out of the Chauncerie) was not ſhewed on my be- 
halfe,orin reſpe& of me. Beſides, to 1udge of the graunt; by* 
that which afterwardes inſued therevpon, ſhould be to tudge 
againſt the rules, which ſo oftentimes I haue heard the Empe. 
rour repeate,who ſaid, that Counſelles ought to be examined, 
liked or diſliked, by the cauſes and not by the effe&es. But ler 
vs put the caſe, that he had not had the graunt , yet nothing 
was appointed by the will of my Lord the Prince Rene, bur ac-' 
cording to the lawes,as hath bin before ſaid, ES 
* Butwhat will they aunſwere,when beſides all theſe reaſons, 


I{hall ſaie vnto them, that the teſtament or will of my Lorde 
fn ern > __ my 
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my coſen is a militarie teſtament (which thing alſo they can- 
not gaine {aye nor darken) yea,and that made,with very great 
ſolemnitie,rype iudgement,and in good ſeaſon : made [ (ay,8& 
grounded, by exprefſe termes and wordes,vppon this,that the 

{aide Lord Prince (who had before felt, what were the daun- 
gers of warre, in ſo many expeditions taken in hande for the 
Emperours {eruice) was nowe on the way, to goto awarre fo 
daungerous, and that with ſo great a Prince as King Frauncis 
was. And thoughT be nota great Door in the lawes, yet ſo 
4t1s,thatT do verie well remember, that I haue kearde fundrie 
learned perſons diſputing of this matter, in the preſence of 
my Lord my father,who affirmed,that not onely mulitarie te- 
ſtamentes or willes, but alſolittle ſcrippes or (crolles, to be of 
ſuch value & force,according to the lawes of the Empire, that 
1t a man of warre,or aſouldier, had before his death made or 
giuen the leaſt marke of his will,yea the leaſt ſfigne that a man 
can imagine orthinke of: as if he had but traced or drawen 
with his blood vpon his targett,his name whom he will in{tt- 
tute,ordaine, and appoint, to be his heire: orwith the print of 
his halbert or of his ſworde, had writte the ſame on the groud, 
that that decree of his laſtwill, is inujolable, and to be prefer- 
"red before al other ordinaunce,according to the auricient pri- 
uiledges of thoſe, which are honored with the warlike chaine 
or coller . Howe much more then was this priuiledge, dew to 
ſo valiaunt a Prince, & to ſo noble a Knight? For the queſtion 
15 not here, of ſome one ſimple marke or other, but here 1s a 
teſtament or will well & aduifedly made, and that not in haſte 
or by a ſimple ſouldier wounded, and being readie to die, but 
by a vertuous Prince,and one worthie of immortall honor,a(- 
ſiſted by his counſell, and fomewhat forward in his wate to- 
wardes the expedition, andthe thinges bequeathed not to a 
ſtraunger,butto his couſin germaine, and not to an importu- 
nate flatterer,butto a young childe being veriefarre of tro the 
Emperours armie,which went to beſcidge Saint Ditter, & pur - 
poſed to do the ſame euen to Paris. But here is an ordinaunce 
T faic, made not without the knowledge of the Emperour, but 


by his owne graunt,yea an ordinaunce according to the om 
; and cu- 
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and cuſtomes vſcd in all places. This then being fo ſtrong, it 
was notin mans power to reaſon againit it, and nmch lefle ro 


- make it voide,vnlefle by ſome one wate or other, which ſhould 
-haue bin ouer tyrannons, and which (it may be) might haue 


brought more hurt than profit, to the renowne and credit of 


the Emperour, ſpecially if he had ment to offer any other 


thing thanreaſon. Andas there haue bin amongeſt my prede- 
ceflors ſome,who haue in deede founde meanes and wayes, to 
cauſe vniaſt and vngrateful perſous,who kept their goods and 
poſſeſsions from them, to-yeelde them the ſame : (o I hope, 
that God will yet ſhewe me this grace,to haue a bleſſed iflue a- 
gainſt him,who hath vniulily ſpoyled me of my goodes, and 


 wouldbarbarouſly take from me my lite alſo. Bur ſeeing that 
* Tam inforced,yet to ſpeake ofthe ſucceſsio, I would faine haue 
' fome tel me,whether the Emperour ſuffering me to enioye the 
{ucceſsron;hath giuen it me of his owne or no: for if I have 


receaued nothing from him, but that which before appertay- 
ned tomy Lord the Prince Rene, 1 perceaue not how the King 


_. canin any manner vpbraide me,that either he,or the Emperor 


his father, haue giuen me any thang, vnleſle this be liberalitie, 
to glue largely of an other mans goods. 

Burton the other ſide,albeit that at this preſent time, I ſaye 
nothing of the wronges that haue bin done me 1n theſayde 
Counrie, in which I have ſuch rights and preheminences, and 


. whereof they haue ſpoiled me, and whercof I ſpeake nothing 
. atthis time,lcauingto debate and reaſon thereof, till armes & 


weapons ſhall hane yeelded me morereaſon,than theinwſtice 
of him that keepeth all from me : this I muſt needes ſpeake, I 
had no ſooner taken holde of the ſ{uccel. jon of the Seignurie 
or Lordſhip of Chaſtel-bellin,bur I was cuen aſloone ſpoyled 
thereof,which is of ſo {mal valve that ar this preſent there are 
due vnto me, three hundred fiftie thouſand poundes of arre- 


Tage,by reaſon thereof. And this is the heape of intuſtice that 


they charge me with.if Thaue done any. The Emperour was 
requeſted by my Lord my father,tharar the lea{t I might, ac- 


cordingtothe lawes, be fir't reſtored vnto the poſſeſsion, in 


which my predeceflor had bin, buthe would nor ſufterit: only 
7 +8 | "Ne 
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heſuffered me'(beino nothwithſtanding ſpoyled) to followe 


my right by iuſtice and lawe, wherein he left me at the leaſt, 


{ome gapp, becauſe he did notlet me,from debating my right 
againit hum,when the cauſe was called forth to the parhament 
ot Malines. But the ſonne (who notwithſtanding dare vp- 
braide me with his good turnes) ſceing the cauſe readie tore= 
ceauciudgement, the very ſelfeſame day that the proceſle and 


. cControuerſie ſhould haue bin cleared, & the aduiſe of the Pre= 


ſfidentand Counſelours was alreadie regiltred, and I had ad- 
uertiſſement giuen me, to ſeeke and prouide for (1luer for the 
Iudges fees : he ſay, forbad his courte to proceede any tur- 
ther, and left the procefle hanging vppon the hooke or file, 
whereit remayneth yet to this preſent. You ſee (my Lordes) 
thartiuſtice was well miniſtred by him which had ſworne the 
ſame to me; and to the Barons of this countrey. And theſe be 
the great aduauntages and profits, that I haue receaued from 
the houſe of Spaine : this is the foundation and groundworke 


of al their reproches: and vpon this 1s this intamous frame or 


building ot Proſcription, ſtayed and ſetled. 
Bur if on the other ſide, T ſhould come largely to laye out, 
howe much the houſe of Sparneis bounde to my predeceſſors 


_ (forconcerning my ſelfe I willas yetſay nothing) Iam afraide 


——_— 


ro enter into ſo great aſea, which I can not paſſe ouer in many 


monethes, whereforeI will touche onely the principall mat-. 


ters,leauing vnto you my Lordes and ro thereaders, the par= 
ticular ſearching and finding out of the {aide boundes, in the 
hiſtories and auncient rccordes of this countrey. 

He that of the houſe of Auſtriche, firſte came into the lowe 
countreis, and that a longtime after that my predeceſſours 
helde therein, both Counties and Baronneis,was the Emperor 
Maximulian, then Archdake of Auſtriche. Nowe who know- 
eth not , that the Countie Engelbett my great vncle, was he 
who maintayned and vphelde the ſaide Emperour, imploying 
his gaodes, his life, and his witt,for the preſeruationot him ?- 


' Was itnot the Countie Engelbert, together with my Lorde of 


Romont,that obtayned the victorie of Guinegaſte, hauing by 
his courage kept the footemen together , when as the horſe- 
-. D men 
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men had broken therancke and order, by meanes whereof, 
the great conqueſt of King Lewis the eleuenth was ſtayed and 
let,which thing dyd afterwardes, aſſure Maximilians ſtate and 
condition ? Was it not he, which vpon his returne out of pri- 
fon out of Fraunce, founde Maximilian wondertully troubled 
in Flaunders,againſt my Lorde of Raueſtain,and thoſe of Bru- 
ges,who alſo preuayled ſo much by armes and by counſel, that 
atruce and concluſion was made, who was once againe the 
cauſe,to vpholde and mainteyne the {aide Archduke,and who 
in like forte cauſed the accorde made with the inhabitaunts of 
Bruges,to be mainteyned,whereot cuen yet at this day, there 
doremaine notable markes and tokens, both of his fidelitie, 
and of the thankefulnes of the inhabitaunts of Bruges ? Ir is 
the verie ſame Engelbert, that ſubdued thoſe that rebelled a- 
gainſt him,about the borders of the Rhine,andeſtdbliſhed the 
aide Emperour quiet in his countreis of Oultremeuze : that 
T may {peake no more of the daungerous voyages attempted 
for the ſaide Emperor,as that voyage into Brytan for the trea- 


tie of mariage betweene the ſaideLorde Archduke, & the La- 
die Anne heire of the Dutchie, and afterwardes twiſe Queene 
of Fraunce, which matterhe ſo well followed, that all was a- 
greed and further proceeding ſhould hane bin made therein, 
ſauing that my Lord Tohn-Prince of Orange, tatherot my Lord 
The faide Philibert,daſhed all, and procured the mariage of the {aid La-: 
Cofitie Lieu djes conſin germaine,with Charles the French king. And the 


ES meritesandyalures of the ſaideLord Countie, were in thoſe 


the time of countreis ſo great, that he was made Lieutenaut general tho- 
DukeChar- rowe out the lowe countrie. 

_ " The ſicceſſour and heire ofthe ſaide Lorde Countie Engel- 

bert,andof his goodes which he had in theſe countreis, was 

My Lorde fmyLordethe Countic Iohn of Naſſau , his brother, and my 

Henry,Cofi greatvncle,and after his death,there ſ1cceeded himmy Lorde 

tieof Na the Countic Henric my vncle,the eldeſt ſonne of theſaid Lord 

fat CountieIohn,andhis heirein the goodes and poſſeſsions he 

had here in Brabant, Luxenbourg, Hollande and Flaunders : 

and myLorde the Countie William my father, was his heire, 

in the goodes and poſleſsions which he had in German, . | 

do No 
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No man can dente, that in his time there was anie Lorde in all 
theſe countreis, wholaboured more 1n the ſernice of the Em- 
perour Charles,than he. And to the ende,I be not oucrlongin 
reciting that which is ſo well knowne, I will onely in a worde 
tell you,that-it was he, that put the imperiall crowne vpon the 
Emperours heade, hauing b earneſtly tollowed this matter, 
euen then,when the Emperour, inreſpe& of his young age, & 
by reaſon of his abſence{for he was in Spaine) was not able to 
purſue the ſame, that he perſwaded the Princes Ele&ours to 
prefterre the Emperour before the Frenche King, who ear- 
| neſtlie laboured to obteyne the ſaide eleftion. And as cuerie 
one knoweth, that this imperial crowne was the bridge,which 
afterwardes made apaſſageto the Emperor,to obtaine ſo ma- 
nie conqueſtes ; ſo none can denie, but that the acknowledge- 
ment thereof, ought to be giuen to the ſaideLorde Countie, 

 Butcananie man ſhewe meat this preſent , ſo much as one 
miarke or note of recompence, or one onely good turne that 
our ſtocke hath receaued from the houſe of Spaine? Men may 
ſee in ſundrie places of theſe countreis, peeces of ordinaunce, 
with the armes of Hungarie vppon them , which the King of 
Hungarie gaue to my predeceſſors ,1n teſtimonie and remem- 
braunce of that their vertue'and {trength, which they had im- 
ployed and (ſhewed1n their ſeruice againit the Turkes,certaine 
of which peeces were violently taken from me, & caried away 
by the Duke of Alua,out of my houſe of Breda, when he play- 
ed the tyraiitin this countrey, and yet ſome of them remaine 
there to this day. Which thing T put downe to declare,that fo 
long as theſe peeces ſhall la{t} ſo long alſo ſhall the notes and 
markes of my aunceſtours vertueindure,& there ſhall remaine 
alſo, a notable teſtimonie which the King of Hungarie hath 
given them. But,as my predeceſſours haue bin ſo noble, and 


by the grace of God,&the good gouernemtt of their things, - 


wereneuer yet poore : ſo they neuer yet demanded any thing 
of the Princes of theſe contreis,neitheryet receaued any thing 
as of free gift, and yet I am ſure, thatthe imperial Crowne at 
> theleaſt,deſerued ſome one recompence or other. I confeſle 
that the ſucceſsjon of Challon, and of the Princedome of O- 
» D 2 range, 
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range,was a great increaſe vato our houſe, but if we be bound 
| toany for that; truly it is to the great King Frauncis,who gaue 
in marjage to the Lord myne vncle, the tiiter of my Lorde the 
Prince Phillibert, the daughter of my Lorde the Prince Iohn, 
who was nouriſhed and brought vp with. Queene Anne, the 
Grandmother of the ſaid Lord King, & whoſe-Couſin the ſaid 
Princes was. And thus you here {ce (my Lordes ) the honeſtie 
and good.behauiour of this Monarche of Fraunce. The-Em« 
perour got and receaued his crowne-by the paines and' tra- 
nayles of my vncle :. Frauncis the King(who kney all, that the 
ſaideLord had done,tor his Competitor,that 1s, for hin1that 
ſoughtto be Emperour as well as he)ceaſed not for all that;to 
glue him this Princefle in mariage, who was.not the ſuppoſed 


_ © heireonly,bur the veric heire in deede of my LordethePrince 


Philibert,the ſaide King confeſsing , that he oughtnot to be 
diſpleaſed with him, who had conſtantly followed that parte 
which ke tooke vpon him to followe : In ſo much that I may ' 
ſay of him,as the Hiſtoriographers of his time ſaid; that it was 
an aſſured teſtimonie ofa noble and iberall hart in the Prince. 
Andalbeit,the Emperor had graunted ſome thing, to the me- 
morie of my Lord the Prince Rhene,& that (according tothe 
laſt appointement) he had graunted ſome extraordigarie pri- 
uiledge and benefit vnto-his wull: ſhould this I beſeech you be 
a ſufhcient recompence,yeelded to.ſo faithful and ſo excellent: 
ſeruices as he had perfourmed, who was ſovaliaunt and ſo cou 
ragious a Prince, & had done for him fo.many duties, hauing 
by force ofarmes, not onely recouered for the-Emperour the 
damage of a barttaile loſt, but alſo hauing againe coquered for 
him the Dutchie of Gelderlande, and in fine he him ſelfe yeel- 
ded vp his ſpiriteat the Emperours feete, and that for his ſer- 
uICe?. 

WhatſhallI needeto ſpeake of Prince Philibert, whoAalone 
obtayned for him Lombardie, and the Kingdome of Naples, 
and with my Lord the Duke of Burbo, aſſured him of the ſtate 
of Rome,and tooke the Pope for him as a priſoner: and to be 
ſhorte, hath giuen him a heape of all excellencic and blefled- 
nelſe? Andyet nowe his ſonne will come, reproching the re- 

INE 
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membraunce of ſuch Princes,and will ſaie, that the Emperour 
hath executed inſtice totheir ſucceſſor and couſin , Nowe it 
they of Naſſau had not lined heretofore:if they of Orage,had 
not done ſo many deedes of armes, before that the King was 
borne,he would not haue put ſo many titles in the beginning 
of this Proſcription, by which he doth falſlie & ſlaunderouſhe 
pronounce me a trayterous and wicked perſone, which as yet 
neuer hath fallen out, and I hope neuer ſhall fall out inane of 
my race. Butletthem aunſwere me, by whole commaunde- 
mentthe Cardinall of Graundyelle, impoiſoned the laſt Maxt- 
milian the Emperor,whileſt he was the King of the Romans, 
I knowe what he tolde me concerning that matter, and that 
afterwardes he was ſoafraide of the Kingand the Spaniardes, 
that he was altagether fearefull, ro make profeſsion of that 
religion, which he knewe notwithſtanding to be the beſt. 
 Heproceedeth and ſaieth, that he hath as it were m order of 
ſucceſſion , continued and increaſed more aud more my ſtate: and 
countenaunce haums made me of his order, afterwardes Lientenaut 
" <Latha in the gouernem:nt of Hollande, Zeelande, Virecht, and 
ur gundie, of bis connſell of Eitate, andthat he hath beitowed vP- 
por me ſundris good turnes and honours . As. concerning bene- 
fites, Icannot at any hande confeſle it, vnleſle a man will call 
thegreat expences thatT haue bin at, as well for the ſeruice of 
the Emperour, as of the King, benefites . For they which 11- 
uedatthattime, and ſpeciallie in the Kinges time,may wel re- 
mentyer, howe the Court alwayes was greatlte accompanied, 


with the nobilitie of ſundrie and diuers nations, and for the 


molt parte, with the nobilitie of Germanie. Nowe,cuery one 
knoweth, that my houſe laye alwayes open, and that ordina- 
relie-I was to make the diſcharge and defraying of all:char= 
_ ges, bearing the expences of the Court, with averie little al- 
lowaunce-and. order, that was made an- the Kinges behalte, 
Euerie one knoweth alſo , the great andexcelsiue expences, 
thatT was of neceſsitie to bee ar in the voyage, in whiche 


both agaynſt-my will , and likewiſe againſt ſundrie prote- 
ſtations made to: the Emperour, and; alſo to the Queene of 


Hungaue, I was conſtrayned, to carrie the Crowne of the 
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Empire to Ferdinando the Emperour, and herevnto I was the 
morevnwilling, becauſeit ſeemed not reaſonable ynto me, 
that I ſhould carrie from my Maſters head the crowne, which 
i times palt had bin ſett therevpon by my predeceſſors. Aﬀter 
this,I made the voyage into Fraunce, wherein I was ſent for 
one of the pledges,appointed for theeſtabliſhement and exe- 
cution 'of the peace made at Chaſteau in Cambreſis, whiche 
brought vnto me alſo great EXPences and extreame charge,in 
ſomuch'thatI can in theſe three pointes (vnto which adde al- 
{othecharpes thatIwas at,in the laſt warres,8 ſpecially thoſe 
atthetowne Philippe and Charlemont, where I was general) 
verely aſſure you,;that Iſpent more than fifteene hiidred thou- 
{ande Floreins; and yet notwithſtanding , the Chamber of 
account or Exchequor,may eaſely aflure men of this,that I ne- 
uer had ſo much as one farthing,in recompence for theſe ſer- 
, Uices:: yea that being Lieutenaunt generall of the armie, I did 
not reccaue forall charges, but three hundred Florins a mo-. 
neth, which was not ſutficient to pay the ſernaunts that pitcher 


my tentes : yea alſo if the Queene of Hungarie were yet alive, 

ſhe could wel remember;that which ſhe ſpake vnto me, when 

the Emperour ( perceauing him ſelte to bein the -greateſt ex- 

tremitie that euecr he was, partly by the power of Duke Mau- 

' rice,and of William the Lantzgraue, and partly by the pow- 

ers: of the Frenche King )} made the peace of Paſlau, with as 

The peace .eatlofſe to our hofiſe, which ſerued him with our great loſſe 


p4may IA 
Oe  andcharges:to preſerne the Empire for him, as it had before 


obreyned the ſame for him. For, albeit inan open afſemblie 
of the Empire;the Emperour, being by the adule of the Elec- 
tours ſet in his throne and Imperaall ſeate,had indged , & that 
by adefinirtiue ſentence, that we ſhould haue the Countie or 
Earledome of Catzenellenboghen , with more than twoo 
millions of Florins for arrerage, he made notwithſtanding his 
peace with our loſſe, putting, by the agreement of Paſlau, our 
aduerſe parties inthe poſſe{sion thereot without any recom< 

ncegiuen to vs.' Which thing I propoide not at this pre- 
9, ſtirre-yp againe anie contention, ſeeing that our houſe 


hath ſince that time,agreed , with the moſt famous houſe "oh 
| the 
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the Lantzgraues of Heſſen, whoſe good kinſemen and ſer- 
uauntes we are: but to the end we may make the whole world 
to vnderſtand, the great benefits that we haue receaued, from. 
the houſe of Spaine, and that eneric one may knowe,who4t 1s 
that by good right isto be taxed for ingratitude and vnkind- 
nes. And this (my Lordes) is not the like firſte parte that they 
haue ſhewed vs. For my Lordethe Prince Rhene, being at that 
tyme the eldeſt of our houſe, purſuing ſo courageouſly the 
warre of Cleue lande, the Emperour promiſed him, that he 
would neuer conclude peace, with the Duke of Cleue lande, 
 burvpon condition, that he ſhould leaue vnto ys peaceablie, 
the thirde parte of the Dutchie of Tailliers, which appertay- 
ned vnto vs, by the ſucceſsion of my Lorde, the CountieIohn 
of Naſſau my greatvncle, and Margaret the Countefle of Iunlz 
liers and of Marck : notwithſtanding,perceauing him ſelte to 
be the Conquerour, he made peace with him as pleaſed him, 
forgetting thar this vicorie, was obteyned to his handes, by 
the trauayle and yaliauntneſle, of my faide Lorde and cou- 
{in, 
-- Asconcerning the honours, which he ſatcth he hath done 
me, Iwill neuer denie,as I haue {aide heretofore, but that the 
Emperour did greatlie honour me, whileſt he nouriſhed me & 
made me of his Chamber, by the ſpace of nine yeeres, and af. 
terwardes in my two firſt warres, hauing appointed me & gi- 
uen me charge ouer all his ordinaunce, in theſe countreis. 
Andalbeit, that I was not then one and twentie yeeres olde; 
yeathough Iwere abſent from the Court, at my Lordſhip: of 
Bueren, notwithſtanding ( the Dake of Sauoie attempting a 
voyage)the Emperour him ſelfe choſe me for generall of the 
armie, albeit that the Lordes of the Couſel,yea & the Queene 
hir ſelfe, did preſentthereto ſundrie other perſons, whoſe ca- 
pacitie and vnderitanding was verie great, as my Lordes the 
Counties of Bouſſa, of Lalaing, Martin van Roflem , olde 
Knights and Souldiers, and the Conities of Arenbergh,ot Me- 
ghem, and of Egmont, who was twelue yeeres elder than I. 
All this notwithſtanding, albeitthat no man named me, (as 
afterwardes they affirmed to the Empzrour) by reaſon of my 
TRIS] youth, 
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youth,yetſoit was;thatitpleaſed the Fmperour to chuſe me, 
for the reaſons which then he declared, & which the Queene 
ofHungarie, inforcing me ro take the charge vpon me,cauſed 
me afterwardes to vnderitande, which alſo I like: bettcr for 
this preſenttime to conceale, than to declare, leaſt Þ might 
- ſeeme, onermuch'to prayſe,priſe, and cſteeme my elfe, I ſaye 
yet more,that it pleaſed the Emperour (my Lordes) then to | 
cauſe me-to come from the campe, when he declared vmo 
you, the will and purpoſe that he had to put ouer his king- 
domes,into the handesof his ſonne the King, and it pleaſed 
him yet further fo mucho honor me, that hewould not per- 
fourme this ſolempne a&tin'my abſence,yea he preſented him 
ſelfe amongeſt you inyour aflemblic,leaning vpon me by rea- 
fon of his infirmitie, which thing ſtmdrie at thattime thought 
was averie great honour vnto me. Bur beit ſo, thatfince thar 
time, the King had beſtowed vpon me ſome honours, yet I 
cannot ſee, howe after anie:ſorte che can preuayle or get anie 
thing thereby ſeeing that contrarie to all right and reaſon, 
yea contrarie to his owne othe, he hath gone about to take 
themfrom me. 

As concerning the order, it the Emperour and the Col- 
ledge -or compante of the Knightes thereof, haue given me 
their voyce, Iam no more bounde to him therefore, than to 
other Knightes, ſeeing it was neceſlarie for him to allowe of 
that, whichthe Colledge approned, euen as he him ſelfe kno- 
weth,that we,inthelaſt aſlemblie of the order, helde m thefe 
- countreis,did;by pluralitie of voyces, without his aduiſe, and 

againſthis will, chuſe ſundrie Knightesof the order, and cau- 

ſed them ſo to be receaucd and accepted.But beit;thatI were 
gndebted to him therefore, yet ſo farre of is at, that he may 
reproche or vpbraide metherewith, that on the other ſide, he 
him felfeis to betheretfore greatly charged. He hath ſworne, 
and-iris alſo contayned m the pointes that concerne the or- 
der, thatthe Knightes of the order, ſhould be 1indged by their 
brethren, that is, them of the fame order. Verely,it was ne 
erin the power of Duke Philipp ſurnamed the Geod, to in- 
Force my Lorde Iohn of Luxenbourg , to forſake the mu 
| whic 
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which-hehad made, to the King of Englande, the ſaid Lorde 
of Luxenbourgh, committing the determination of the mat- 


ter in controuertie betweene them, to the Colledge & com- 


panie of the Knightes of the orders. But the brethren, which 
the King hath appointed to: my Lordes, the Counties of Eg- 
mount and of Hornes, to the Marques of Bergues & of Mon- 
tignie,for their triall, were porters, petictoggers, and people 
of no account, by which alſo he hath cauſed me to be codem- 
ned, againſtall order and courſe of Iaw,euen as I haue hereto- 
fore proteſted, and haue alleadged the inſufticiencies there- 
of, in the preſence of all Europe . In fo much, that hee 
him ſelfe hauing done againſt his owne othe, and againſt the 
orders and articles of the Colledge or companie, he is at no 
hande to be hearde, in ſuch reproches as theſe are, wherein 
there are founde the ingraued markes , of his owne othe be- 
ingviolated and broke. And beſide,it I ought to yeeld thanks 
_ toanie of the order, forthe gouernementes and other dignt- 

ties that I haue, it muſt be to the Emperour, whoſe Ks. it 
was,& who had ſo decreed the ſame, before he would depart 
out of this conitrey,hauing before known the duties thatI had 
performed,& my faithfulnes, namely in reſpe& of my feruices 
. yeelded, inthe gouernemer & guiding of his armie, wherein I 
haue for witnes,my Lord of Neuers,and the late my Lorde of 
_ Chaſtillo Admiral of France, whoin deed made vs afterwards 
to know,that hewas our aduerſe partie: all which notwitſtan- 
_ ding,they gained nothing (thankes be to God) vpo me,butT 

builded in deſpite of their beards,the town Plulippe, & Char: 
lemor,albeitthatrhe plague, did very ſtrogly atflict our armie. 
As concerning the gouernemet of Burgudie,I can certainly 
aſſureal me,thartI have not receiued any thing,but that which 
my predeceſſours haue ar all times mainteyned, as appertay- 
ning vnto them by inheritaiice, and in deede my Ladie Philt- 
bert of Luxenbourg(my Lorde the Prince ?hulibert hir ſonne 
being in Italie) cauſed the Eſtates of Burgundie to aflemble 
'and meet, in the Town of Nozeroy . And becauſe that ſome 
thought it not meete and conuenient, becauſe my [1yd rowne 


*was'vpon one of the Frontiers of the Countie of Burgundie, 
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fheaunſwered, that ſhe ment to mainteine the poſſeſsion, of-” 
 theLordes of the houſe of Challon,who were by inheritaunce. 
Gouernours of the Countie of Burgundie. But be it whatſoe-. 
ucrit be, the behauiours of the King towardes me-do-ſuffici- 
ently declare, that he can notobie'vnto me theſe honours, 
which againſtall rules of honor, he goeth about to take from: 
me,rogether with my life and goodes, hauing by violence ta-. 
ken fromme mine owne Sanne, againſt all lawe;cither of God: 
or man, yea againſt the priuiledges of the countrie, which he 
ſware to.obſcrue at his glad entraunce into it; 
WES. As concerning the:chardge and 'office of Counſellour of 
\ Evunſellor. Eſtate, Fhaue ſufficiently inongh declared inmy defence made 
| ofxheebate. heretofore, inthe yeere ſixtic ſcuen, that the Cardinall and 0+ 
thers practiſed this matter, that-I might be called thereto, 
thinking thereby tocloake and couer them ſelnes, onely with 
my authoritie before the people, and therefore I ought notto 
thinke my ſelf baunde 04.198 Wc for thts, becauſe,that in do- 
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ingthis they ſought not ſamuch myne aduauntage, as their 


owne profit. But ifthey be decceaued of their hope, they mult 
attribute ir, either to their owne want of capacitie, asnot be- 
Ing able wiſely inough to order and direttheir enterpriſes, or 
els (which in deede 1s more true, for they dyd not want witt 8& 
vnderſtanding) that their wickedneffe was growen ſo great; 
fo apparaunt,and fo palpable, thar-no man was able to indare 
them, but that they were caſt out of the countrey, as a ventmes 
or poyſan,yeaas apublicke plague.. , 
Ofthe tax — Nowe,forasmuch as they haue not onely directed them- 
mariageof felues againſt my perſon; accuſing me of vnthanketulnes and 
the faide ynfaithfulnes, but even as rage and madnes doth cquallie byte 
LordFriace the whole worlde,as wel the innocent as he,whom meniudge 
culpable : fo their pgrulancie, and diforder hath bin ſo great, 
as that they haue deſired, totouche & taint the honour of my 
wife, by the blame which they fuppoſeto laye vppon my laſt 
mariage: I knowe not, whether I may judge them moreto be 
condemned in impudeucie, or in beaſtlines, whileſt that theſe 
_ Tkilfull men, who boaſt them ſelues to be fo good painters, 
knowe natas yet topraRiſe that leſſon, which is ſo often _ 
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and repeated,by the meaneſt ſchollers that be, thatis, that he 
that prepareth him ſelte to {peake euill ot an other man,ought 
to be exempted from all crime and faulte, For this argueth 
greatimpudencic and ra(heneſle, if men knowe their notable 
taultes , and yet will notwithitariding paſſe ouer their owne 
thornes and thiſlels, as if they were roles : or if they knowe 
them not, what beaſtlines & blockiſhnes doth this argue, not 
to perceaue and {ce that, whicheuenic houre of a daye ofte- 
reth-it{elte,to their eyes and ſight ? They {ce cuery day before 
them aninceltuous king,which is one onely halte degree,nigh 
vnto Iupter;the huſ bande of Inno, his owne ſifter,& yet they 


darereproch me,with a holy,an honeſt,anda lawfull mariage, 


made according to Gods worde,and celebrated according to 
the ordinaunces of the Church of God. And againeT am here 
Anforced to beſeeche you (my Lordes) not to thinke of me 
that,which as yet you haueneuer ſeene in me, to witt, that by 
their wicked ſpeaches,I am moued,to laie open theſeabhomi- 
nable biles,and to ſett before theeyes of al the worlde,the be- 
nummednes and hardnes of ſuch con{aences, as theſe mien 
carric, but rather that it would pleaſe you to impute xr, to this 
rage and deſperate madnes of the enemies of God,of the eni- 
. miesof all Chriſtendome, and your enennes particularly,who 
are inflamed & ſet on fire againſtme, for no other reaſon, but 


for this,that they knowe, the great care, diligence, and faith- 


fulnes,thatTI haue had for your preſeruation . He then, that 
hath maried his Neice, dare reproche vnto me my manage, a 
mariageI ſaye, verie lawfull ad according to Gods order. 


He I ſ{ay,dare vpbraied me with my mariage, who{to the end 


he might obtaine ſuch a mariage) hath cruelly murthered his 
owne wife,the daughter and ſiſter'of the kings of Fraunce (as 
I'vnderſtande they haue in Fraunce,informations and inſtru- 
Rions concerning that matter) yea his lawfull wyfe , the mo- 
ther of two daughters, the true heires of Spaine, as I doubt 
not, but that the Crowne of Fraunce ( the whiche heretofore 
hath giuen the Crowne of Caſtille,to a baſtard of whom Phi- 
lip is deſcended, diſpoſſeſsing a tyraunt thereof, though he 
were lawfully borne thereto)(hal haue no —_ power,to main-= 
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teyne and keepe it for the true heires, if God which is a tuſt 
Judge, and ncuer ſuftereth ſuch wickedneſles vnpunithed, doo 
not take yengeaunce of itin his life tine , depriuing him of 
his eltate,which thing he hath molt rightly deterueid,although 
he had not committed anie other faulte bur this inceſt, ac- 
companied with ſo abhominable a murther, But you wil ſay, 
he had a diſpenſation for it. From whom ? From the Pope of 
Rome, which is a god in earth, Verely I belecue thar, for the 
God of heauen would nener haue Et thereto, But what 
was the groundworke and foundation of this earthly, heauen- 
lie diſpenſatio? For ſoth this, that he muſt nor leaue ſo good-. 
lie a kingdome withour an heire | and marke wherefore there 
f was added, tothe former horrible faultes, a moſt cruetl mur- 
The mur- ther, the father vnnaturally murthering his owne childe and 
We - aro "ou heire,to theende that by that meanes, the Pope might hauea_. 
* Spaine. $82PP Open to giueadilpenſation, torſo execrable an inceſt, 
Wig abhominable to God and men. It therefore we ſaye, thatwe 
do reiete the gonernement of ſuch an inceſtuous king, the 
ſlayer of his ſonne,and the murtherer of his wife, who can.uſt. ' 
lie accuſe vs therefore 2 Howe many Kinges haue there bin, 
which haue bin baniſhed and driuen out of their kingdomes, 
which had not committed ſuch horrible crimes ? For as con- 
cerning Don Charles his tonne, was he not to be 11 alllikely- 
hood,our Lord and Mailter ? And though the tatner could al- 
ledge againſt his ſonnea1ult cauſe of death, did not this mat- 
ter belong vnto vs,who had fo great intereſt therin,rather to 
1dge thereof,than to three or foure Friers and Inquiſitors of 
Spaine? Butit may be, that he made conſcience to leaue him 
for his hcire, whom he knewe to be borne in vnlawfull mari- 
_ age,becauſe thar at the time , that he ſeemed to marie the 
5 be daughter of Portugale, the mother of Don Charles, he was 
Themari, maried to theLadie Iſabella Oforins , by whomalſo he had 
' ageofthe two or three children , whereof the firit was named Don 
 K.off{paine Peqrg, and the feconde ſonne was named Don Bernardino : 
- 56pm of which mariage Rigomes the Prince of Yuoli, if he were 
Oforius, liuing, could giue a good and ſufficient teiimonic, for he 
Was 
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was the procurer thereof , whereby: alſo he obtayned thar : 


great credite, and ſo much goodes in Spaine , the which they 
do atthis preſent , vakindize ſucke and drawe from his wi- 
dowe, as it were with a ſponge. Nowe, if he haue ſo well be- 
haued him ſelfe, in that ſuppoled niariage, that mariage allo : 


which he hath made with the daughter. of Fraunce;, hath not 


as yet bin more happie . For beſide the murther of the 
Queene his wife, it was alſo madenoble, by an adulterie,ex- 
cclling all other adulteries, thatis, that he kept ordinarie and 


common houtholde, with the Ladie Eutrafia, who being be- Theadufte 
come great with childe by him; he inforced the Prince of Af , ry vvith the 


coli to marie hir, and at the ende of a certayne tyme, the 
poore Prince (as the minilters of the Kinges tyrannie ſaye) 


Ladie Eus 
fralia, 


died for griete, becauſe, that hauing to ſtrong an enenue, he 


wasnot able to remedie this, but that an other mans baſtarde 
ſhoulde be his heire. But they that ſpeake more certainlie of 
this matter, affirme, that he receaued a morſe]! more cafie to. 
ſwallowe downe, than to digeſt. And yet he, who is decked 
with acrowne of three fuch mariages, being I ſaye, him ſelfe. 


three tymes ſucha huſbande, dare vpbraide and reproch me: | 


with my mariage; 

But ſuppoſe that he were not ſo defiled, and that we might 
coithim tor a gwltles perſon, yet for all tharI feare him nor, 
as though hewere able to reproche me with any. faulte, and 

thankes beto God, I haue not done any thing, butveric ad- 
_ uiſedlie, and that by the counſell of ſundrie honourable, wile, ; 
and diſcreet perſons. Neither 1s itneedfull,that he ſhould tra-; 
uayle much in that matter, wherein he hath no intereſt, but to; 
beholde and fee, and of which alſo Iam not bounde, to yeeld 
him any account or reaſon, For as concerning my wite that 
deadis, ſhe was alied toPrinces of verie great credit, to wyfe , 
& honourable Princes, who I doubt not, but that they are ful» 
he ſatisfied in that behalf, &1f I would enter further into that 
diſcourſe,I could eaſely make it to appeare vnto him, that the 
moſt {kilful of his dofors codemne theſame, As concerning 
the mariage,by which Iam alied at this preſct, albeit that thet 
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the (6nneofithe aide: Countie Ottho, maried the Ladie of 
Leckiand of Breda, from-whom alſo, I am in the right male 
line deſcended, and that in the fifth degree. Mayl therefore 
by any good right, be called a ſtraunger ? And thatT may ſaye 
- nothing atrhis preſent time, of the. goodes which I haue in 
= Burgyndie, where Thaue:(thankes be to God ) a verie good 
..-- portion, thaicT inſily be counreda ftraunger'? :And1leaue it 
--» toyou(my Lordes) to indge, who knowe better our lawes, 
thananie people of the worlde, howe our Aunceſtors hane v- 
ſedi, time out of minde; and whether the Lordes of Raue- 
Rain,of Luxenbourg;and of Saint Paule, of. Neuers, of Fſtam- 
pes; and'other-Lordes, holding Counties and Baronneis in 
this coumtrey; were accounted for. ſtraungers, and whether 
yetat this day, you account not as naturalles of the countrey 
all thoſe, which poſleſſeſuch Lord{hippes;,ſo that they wil take 
part with theſe coumtreis : and haue we not for that in deede 
anexpreſſe lawe amongeſtvs, as well in Brabant as in- other 
places ?' For, as concermng the title of the Duke of Brabant, 
Countie of Flaunders and others, which he bearettrand brag- 
 gethof, albeitI confefle theſe dignities to be/great , yet not 
withſtanding,at he and his oo knowe it not,they muſt 
Jearnethis;that theBarons of Brabant,with the good townes 
and cities of the Counttey,haue in'deede(when the Dukes of 
Brabant'haue ſo farre:forgotten them {elues, that-they haue 
paſſed the boundes of rea(on ) verie well taught them, what 
was the power of the Barons,and generally ot the Eſtates of 
the countrie of Brabant, Nowe1t is manifeſt, that Tam deſ- 
. cended from {uch Lordes, as for {undrie. ages together, haue 
poſſeſſed the principal Baronneis and Lordituppes of Brabant, 
lannders, = x jous yn Luxenbourg, But I hope, that my 
Lordes the Eſtates, haue ſowell begunne to declare vnto him, 
-howe much he hath fayled in his dutie: and alſo that the ſaide 
Lordeswill hereafter take him:forth ſo good a leflon, that the 
re people of Sicilia, Calabria, Lombardie, Arragon, atd 
Caſtile, willlearne by our: example, that this tyraunt ought 
notto be ſufferedon the earth : yea that the poore people of 


'Granata them (clues, will knowe, howethey ought to handle 
S{] ſuch a 
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ſuch a tyraunt,whoin the time of the warre with the Moores, 
cauſed to be impriſoned, about an hundred marchauntes, in- 
habitauntes of Granata,all of them being Chriſtians,of which 
the lealt was worth, fiftie thouſande Ducates,andatterwardes, 
bya hurlie burly amongſt the people,cauſed them to be ſlaine, 
putting into his cofters all the goodes of thoſe poore: people, 
And to be ſhort,my Lordes the Eſtates (God ayding them)wal 
teachethem, how ſuch muſt be handled, that will talſife their 
othes made and giuen to {p good a people, at theirtoyfull en- 
traunce. ( 

But (my Lordes) if I come to proceede further, and ſhould 
beginne largely to laye out before you, the long time paſt, in 
which my predeceſſours, had not onely their beginning here, 
but were alſo Lordes, and poſleſled great goodes;titles, and 
dignitics 1n theſe countries, I might {aic vnto you, that atthe 
time that his predeceſſours, were Counties of Habl bourg,8& 
remained in Swit{erlande,myne were long time before Lordes 
of the Countrey of Gelderlande, whereot yet atthis preſent, 
there are remaining the armes of our houle of Naſſau, tor the 

armes of the Duke of Gelderland,and we haue not (as it were) 
paſſing by it, keptthe ſaide countrey in poſle{sion, bur, after | 
that my Lorde the Countie Ottho, had maried the daughter {i 
and heire of the Voght or Regent of Gelderlande (for ſo did | f; 
men name at thoſe dayes the Lordes of Gelderlande) which 
continued from the yeere 10 3 9.vntill the yeere 1 3 5 o, my 
predeceſſours were the Lordes, Counties, and Dukes of the 
Countrie of Ghelderlande, as yet euen to this day men maye The Couns 
beholde the monumentes and markes thereot. And I aſſure ties of Naſ; 
my {clfe, that ſo farre of is it that he, thatcalleth me a ſtraun- enter 
ger, can ſhewe {uch markes, that he had his originall and be- © aw 
_ ginnin from theſe countreis, that on the other fide, his raſe Gelderland 
1n the ſaidetime, was altogether ynknowne, inthe ſaid coun- #5 the yere 
trey. , Rr: oy, nb. gra ve 
.. © And becauſe'thathe imployeth' him ſelfe, to make a falſe, Land ih 
 fooliſhe, and ridiculous declaration}, conteyning as he fay- 
,  eth, the progreſſe and proceedings of my enterpriſe , becauſe 
that many amongſt you, when theſe matters were begunne, 
<3 | | F werc 
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were notof competerit age to/ vnderſtande the ſame, or-els; 
becaaſe you hauing not then intermedled inthe publike affai-: 
res, could not well {ce howe all thinges were direfted and go-' 
uerned by the craft of the Cardinall and his fauourers, and by- 
the counſell comming our of Spaine, which alwayes ment to, 
comimaunde this countrey, as it had done others, Spaine ir 


The inhabi 
tants of the 


loyvecouns {Elfe being in their opinion the head of our Lord(hippes, and: 
eres cofired we their ſubjeftes andſclaues, I wil for theſe cauſes rectte vnto, 
forthe 5Þ2- you, how al things haue bin gouerned, by theſe goodlic heads 


 aes and pdwiſebraives ( who ſuppoſethatthereſt of the worlde are: 


iclaues, 


as bealtes in reſpe& of themſeclues) vntilthey hadbrought ys: 
within two fingers breadth of our deſtruction, and of a miſe- 
rable bondage, if God by his prouidence had nat watched o- 
ver vs, and had'nat deliuered vs fromtheir cruel counſels and: 
Nets, bloodic handes.. And, as I hauchere neede, Ido once againe., 
beſeeche you (my Eordes) of your patience, to continue well 
and quietly to heare me, as you haue alreadie done, & I doubt: 
_ not, butthat as many among you haue ſeene the whole,orels 
ſome parte of my aces and. behautours, or els have vnder- 
ſtoode it from their fathers , andother goad people, whiche: 
haue bin witneſſes thereof: ſo hawnghearde me,yewil as ea-- 
lie iudge my wordes.to be as true, as thoſe of mine enemie 
are falſe andihameleſſe; I willnot (my Lordes)recite vnto you 
anie thing of that, which-Thaue ſeene tn the Emperours time,, 
____Nnotbecauſe Ididnar perceaue ſundrie matters {et out & pra- 
Thenatural- &tiſed by the Spaniardes, which I approuediot as good; and; 
difpaſitis of of which T did not ſufficiently conceaue, thar'the diſcafe 1 
the Spas | roceſle of time 4 niight growe'(o farre, that-in the ende ir 
ards'vvas al # ; 6d a6 iges ' | . 
| wrais cruct,} {hould be verie neceſſarie to vie, a ſtrong and powerfull medi- 
bur yet kept Cine, and/to;purge the countrey, from theſe pernitious and 
* -+reiegs 2 hartfull Spaniſhehamours. But becauſe I was not- able then, 
= 1, ln - by reaſon of myne age andthe litdleexpericce I had,to knowe: 
Charles che the deepe malice of the Spaniardes and their adherentes, L 
Ewperour. could hardlic perſwade my ſelf&,that we ſhould beinforced to 
bring, a whot'yron to this cancker of Spaine,orelsto come {ao 
farre;as toroore it out. But- after that,together with my age, L 
began to be of amore ſetledand ſounde judgement; I _ ” 
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indeede acontrarie opinion, and deliuered the ſame to ſutt 
4tic others, which neuer knewe to thinke, that rhe rage and 
crueltie of the Spaniardes. could proceede fo farre : tor no- 
thing tell out, by which I might haue vente particular know- 
ledge, of their cruell,conetous, and proude natural} diſpoliti- 
on, bur certainely and afſuredly looked for the ſame long 
time before. I will therefore let paſſe that time,which cometh 
not alſo at anie hande to be compared, in any manner of dif- 
order and tyranie with that, which hath ſince fallen outin the 


time of the king his ſonne, not that the Spaniardes were then 


better, than they are at'this preſent: for, amongſt the Indi- 
es and in other places, where they;commaunded abſolutely, 
they yeelded to euident a proofe, of their peruerſe , naturall 
diſpoſition,and tyrannous affection and will, But their ambi- 
tion and pride,was in ſome ſorte reſtrained; by the good aftec- 
tion that the Emperour bare to theſubieRes of this countrey: 


& becauſe alſo, that theſe prouinces were full of braue Lords, 


wiſeand valiaunt men, ſauoring of their auncient nobilitie, 


(and would to God they had children like vnto them) whiche . 


ſeruedin ſteede of a bridle againſt their inſolencie, and of a 
countermure againſt their pride & raſhnes, I will then come, 
to thetime which inſned, becauſe alſo that-he, who was the 
*heire of the goodes, though notof the. yertues of theiEmpe= 
rour, is hethat cometh to aſſaultme,after an ordermore than 
barbarous and tyrannicall. "1426 DIE 

- - The Emperonrof moſtnoble memorie, and the Queene 
Marie, ſeeing their affaires and buſiniefſes ſo impaired” by the 
meanes ofa cleane contrarie iſſue; of the warres of Germanie 
(which fell out otherwiſe then the Pope & the Spaniatdes had 
promiſed to them {elues) whileſtthat the Frenche king, was 
107ned in league, with ſome of the chiefe Princes of Germa« 
nie, his Mateltic I ſate,was inforced to agree with his enemie, 
his afaires ſtanding in-ſuch condition, that deſpairingofhis a> 
bilitic to keepe his owne conntreis, he purpoſed to withdrawe 
him ſelfeinto Spaine,and there to lead a privatelife,after that 
he had yeelded vp all his kingdomes, Landes, and Lordfhips, 
and had laide them ypontheperſon of his ſonne;- And albe- 
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w,thatthe King; becauſe of the condition of his owne eſtate, 


had neede toypholde his ſubicRes, in good willand affe&ion 


towardes him,(of which thing alſo he had moſt expreſſe com- 
maundement from his father) ſeeing, that of the meanes and 
yalure that they had, there did whole depende, the ſauegard 
of the countrey, and the maintenaunce of his owne honour : 
yet, whether it were by reaſon of the nouriſhement whiche he 

ad inSpaine, or by the counſellof thoſe, which then did,and 
Euen to this time haue poſſeſſed him, I knowe not, he hath al- 
waies foſtered in his;hearte, a minde to make you ſubicR, to 
a certaine {imple and abſolute bondage, which they call,a ful 
and whole obedience, depriuing you altogether, of your aun- 


_ cient priuiledges andliberties, that they may diſpoſe of yon, 


The Kinges 


hart alvvais 


enemie ro 
theſe coun- 


. trels, 


.Y$;" 
no # k 


. 


our wiues, and your children, and handle you, as his officers 
aue done the poore Indians , of at the leait as they do, the 
people of Calabria, Sicilia, Naples, and Millaine,whileſt they 
remember not, thattheſe countrels, are not countreis atche1- 
ued by conqueſt, bur come for the moſt parte by they way of 
Aatrimonie, or els ſuch/as willingly gaue vp them ſelues vnto 
his predeceſſaurs, vnder good and lawfull conditions . But it 
is likely thathe did it by the aduiſe of fuch, as ſerued the Em- 
rour his father, and the King his great vncle, in ſteede of a 
oundation, the better to reare vp, the building of the king- 
domes and. Lordlhippes ,to which.we! ſee, the houſe of Au. 
ftriche hath attcined, it being at this day, withour all contro= 
uerſie;the greateſt, & the mightielſt of all Chriſtendome, And 
this affe&ion.in him,was not but to much made manifeſt, im- 
mediatly after the departure of the Emperour,as if the Lordes 
thar then liued,did yet remaine among(t vs, they could yeelde 
you ſufficientteltimoniethereof. For cuen ſo ſoone as he was 
coltrained to enter into warr with the French king,cofidering 
the power of his enemie,ad alſo the wiſe aduertiſements of the 
Emperor,if he had had but one only ſparke of good &fincere 


_ affection, towardes theſe countreis,he ſhould at the leaſt haue 


mainteined, his ſubie&s in good deuotion & affeftid towards 
him. But inthe middeſt of his great affaires'(ſo diſorderous 8& 
ynruly was the deſire he had toplaicthe tyrant) hegaue ids | 
4 4 þ 110 


Prince Or ORanGEg. 


2 moſt plaine & moſt certaine demonſtration of hiseuill will. 
The Emperor,who(my Lords)knew betrer,then any Prince or 
man of the world, the arrogant and proude nature of the Spa- 
niardes,andit may bealfo,the inclinatio of the King his ſone, 
and on the other {ide,the ſtate of this countrey, & whatſoecuer 
mught deliroy & preſcrue it, did ſeriouſly aduertiſe his ſonne, 
that if he kept his pride of Spaine,he ſhould diligently foreſee, 
that he were not the cauſc,of the vtter ruine and deſtruction 


place where they can. And he gaue him this exhortation, in 
the preſence of the late my Lord the Countie of Boſſu, the fa- 
ther of him that laſt deceafled, and in my preſence alſo,and in 
the preſence of ſundrie other Lordes of his chamber, of which 
ſome are yet at this dayliuing. But neither the authoritic and 
commaundement of his father, nor the profit of his owne at- 
faires, nor iuſtice, nor his othe, (whiche yet notwithſtanding 
doth keepe in the moſt barbarous nations) were able in anie 
thing,to moderate and reſtraine, the naturall difpoſition and 
affection that he had,to tyraniſe ouer vs, but on the other ſide, 
as though he had bin aboue all lawes, priuiledges, and hber- 
ties of the countrey, yea and abouecquitie and tuſtice it felfe, 
he hath broken all bondes,thathe might outrage in all maner 
of vnreconcilable hatred and cruelrie. 

' Atthe ſametime,you(my Lords) graiited vnto him the aide 
which was called Nouenale,by micanes of which aide, and by 
the valiauntnes and wiſe gouernement of the Lords & nobles, 
of this our countrey,and of ſundrie braue Lords and fouldiers 
of Germanie, his affaires were fo well and ſo blefſedly guided, 
that after the winning of two battailes,the taking of townes, 
and priſoners of great calling, and that in great number alſo, 
he inforced his enemie,to accept a peace, as vnprofitable for 
the Frenche king, as it was honorable and profitable for the 
King of i pay 


= X 


* And if it belawefull for me to ſpeake anie thing of my 
felfe, if hee hane but one droppe or ſparke of gratitude and 
kindeneſſe in him , hee cannot denie , but that TI was one 
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of this eſtate, which could not long ſuffer & endure, this ſame 
proude gouernement, which the Spaniardes exerciſe in euery 
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of the principall inſtramentes and meanes , to cauſe him to 
come to lo excellent, and to fo protitable a peace, hauing pri- 
uately treated thercof, with my Lordes the Conſtable, Mont- 
moranci, and the Marithall ot Saint Andrewe, at the inſtant 
requelt of the King, who aſſured me, thatthe greateſt ſeruice 
that I could pertorme vnto him 1n this worlde, was to make a 
vor and that he purpoſed to haue it whatſocuer it coſt him, 

ecauſe he ment to gorinto Spaine. But ſo farre of was it, that 
eyther he or his counſell,conliltingof Spaniardes, and of cer- 
taine other perſons of this countrey ( who alwayes continued 
In hatred againſt you, your libertie and the whole lande) did 
take in good parte,cither this ſo good an aide, or the happie 
execution thatinſuedthereof, that on the other fide, they wd- 
gcd this ſuccour and aide, to be a fault of hie treafon againſt 
is Maieſtie, and for the which you (and aboue all other, the 
late my Lorde of Lalaing)had incurred, by ous right, the ſen- 
tence of puniſhment. And whyſo ? Becauſe you (my Lordes) 
would not agree to anic thing, without the aſſemblie of the 
Eſtates generall, and becauſe you ment, to cuttthe talents of 
theſe harpies and Rauenours of Barlemontes, and ſuch like, 
when you decreed, that the money ſhould be diſtributed by 
your commiſtioners, according to the conditions propoun- 
ded vnto them. Beholdeindeede two great faultes; the one 


for ſoth was, to demaunde a mecting and an afſemblic of the 


Eftares. For in aſmuch, as it ſerueth fora bridle and a barre 
ynto tyrannie,itis acrimeJo much the more hated of ryraits 
(whoare the deuourers of the people, and enemies of their 
ſubicRes, and of their owne crowne) as this noble aſſemblie, 
is loned,honoured,and reuerenced, of true Kinpes, true Prin- 
ces, and ſichas arethe good fathers of the people, becauſe ir 
is in deedethe true foundation of an Eſtate, the aſſuraunce of 
the common wealth, and the onely peace &quietnes of Prin- 
ces.: The other fault will neuer be pardoned, for theſe byters 
of the people, lining with the blood of poore people, haue ſo 
Jong time made account of their theeneries and {ackings,that 
they ſuppoſetheir ſpoyles,to be as good, and asan aſſured re- 
aenewe (yetmuch more frutfull) as their fieldes and pirderis 
$157.19 = 'an 
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and diſſembling the true cauſe of the miſchicfe, whiche they: 
hidefrom their Princes, they ſeeke pretextes and cloakes in 
flattering of them, and in lying vnto them, to harden and to. 
ſet on fire,their heartes againittheir ſubiees . I hane ſeene- 
(ty Lordes) their doings,I haue hearde their wardes, I haue 
bin a witnes of their aduiſe, by which they adiudged all youto: 
death, making no more account of you, than of bealtes, if 
they had had power to haue murthered you, as they do in the 
Indies, where they hane miſcrablic put to.death, more than 
twentic millions of people, and haue made deſolate & walte, 
thirtic tymes as much lande in quantitie and greatnes , as the. 
lowe.countrie1s, with ſuch horrible excefles and ryottes, that; 
all the barbarouſnefles, cruelties, and tyrannies, whiche haue 
euer bin comutted, are but ſport, in reſpe& of that, which hath. 
falten out vpon the poore Indians, which thing, cuen by their 
owne Biſhoppes and Docours, hath bin left jn writing,and,to 
makethe King without excuſe beforeGod and men, the hilto- 
rie thereof was dedicated ynto him, by one of his owne ſub- 
iectes, in whom there remained,as it ſhould ſeeme, ſome {mal 
ſparke of iuſtice. From that ttme then ( my Lordes) I, and 0- 
ther Lordes, and ſundrie of the beſt & wileit perſonages, both: 
of the nobllitie, and of the common people, thought it good, 
to cauſe (1t we could) the Spaniards tedeparte out of the cou- 
trey, thinking 1n deede,thart, albeit there were yet remayning 
ſome corrupt blood amongeſt vs,as verely we ſee, ther 1smore 
remayning then were meet, which did proccede, from this 1n- 
fected race,of the contagion of the fathers,whaſerued atthat; 
time,the ambition of the Spaniardes,and followed the Cardt- 
nalls buſineſles, yet notwithſtanding, that the, better number, 
and all the Lordes of the-greateſt credit and conuntenaunce, 
would be enemies to this Spanithe tyrannie. But, partly tho- 
rowe other buſineſſes, and partly, by reaſon of my voyage, & 
the going of ſome other Lordes into Fraunce, whether we 
were {ent for hoſtages, as alſo to be preſent at the Frenche 
Kinges daughters mariage, the buſineſle it ſee was interrup- 
ted, and the perfourmance thereof hindered. Nowe fo tarre, 
of 151t (my Lordes)that I will denie a great part of CO 
IS | JS ICT 


/ The loue 


that the L. 
Prince hath 
alvvayes 


born,to the 


of the reli- 


|  Bion, 


Txur AroLocte Or Tre 


Is ſet out againſt me,thatT account it on the other ſide,a great 
prayſe for me,and will (it may ſo fall out) tell you more there- 
of, than nuneenenues knowe, and the more that they ſhall 
write againſt me, andgiue ateſtimonie of their furie and en- 
wons harte againſt this countrey,the more wil I reioyce here- 
1n,that it hath pleaſed God, to ſhewe me this grace, to be an 
ayder to cutt of the courſe,of this vameaſurable tyrannie, and 
by that meanes alſo, to haue bin an aſsi{taunt, to the manitfe- 
Ration and opening,of the true Religon. | 
They ſay, that from the time that the King twrned his focte, from 
theſe lowe countreis, I have by ſinsſter pratt:ſes, ſleightes and ſubiil- 
fies, aſſayed togett the good wlles of the Malcontentes, and of ſuch 


perſons, as bane bm greatlie indebted, haters of Inſtice, deſirous of no= 


nelties, and fþecially of thoſe that were ſuiþetted to be of the religis, 
As concerning them that had the knowledge of the religion,l 
confeſſe,that I neuer hated them. For, ſeeing that fron the 
cradell, I was nouriſhed therein, and that my Lord my father, 
had lined and died therein, hauing driuen out of his Lord- 
ſhippes the abuſes ofthe church : who 1s he, that will thinke 
t Arann ge,that, if this dorine were after (uch ſorte ingrauen 
m my heart, and had taken ſuch deepe roote therein,it ſhould 
come in goodtime,to bring forth hur fruites ? For,feeing that 
Iwas ſolong time brought vp,in the Emperors chamber, and 


being ofthe age to beare armes, I was cuen then preſently in- 


' wrapped, with great charges in armies: for theſe reaſons I ay 


(and conſidering the ſcarcitic of good educationthat we had 
in reſpe& of religion) it was no maruetile, though Thad then 
m my head;the feates of Chiualrie, hunting, and other exerci- 
ſes,which yoiig noble men vſe,rather than thoſe things,which 
concerned myſaluation. And yet notwithſtanding I confeſſe, 
thatT haue great occaſion to prayſe God, that he hath not ſuf- 
fered. this holie ſeede to-be choked, which þe him ſelfe hath 
fowen in me, andI ſaye moreouer, that I neuer liked, of theſe 
cruell executions, of fier,of {word,of drownings, &c, whiche 


- wereatthat time verie common, againſt thoſe of the religion, 
as the (criuener or painter (for ſo he nameth him elfe) of this 


 tafamousProſcription,calleth them,, Whercin, albeit he flat- 


ter, 
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ter; lie, and (launder altogether in other places, he hath not- 
withſtanding (poken veriewell in this behalte, ſaying, thoſe 
whom hecondemneth to be of the religion, as in deede it on- 
ly deſerueth this name by excellencic , which thing alſo, the 
trueth it ſelfe hath wrong from his owne mouth, ſo great is 
the ſtrength and power of the ſame trueth . But, when as I 
being in Fraunce, had vnderſtoode by King Henrie his owne 


mouth, that the Duke of Alua, ſought and {pake of the mea- 


nes, to roote out all thoſe, that were ſuſpe&ed to be of the re- 
ligion, in Fraunce, and in this Countrey, and thorowe out all 
Chriſtendome : and that the ſaide Lord King (who thought, 
that, as I was oneof the Comnulsioners for the treatie- of 
peace, and had had ſpeache with him of ſuch great matters, 
{o I was alſo of that religion) had declared vnto me,the ground 
of the counſell of the King of Spaine, and of the Duke of 
Alua, I, tothe ende I might not be , of lefle eltimation with 
his Maieſtie, as thongh he would hide any thing tro me, aun- 
ſweredin ſuch ſorte, thatthe ſaide Lorde King,was not decea- 
ued in his iudgemet, which alſo gaue him occaſion, ſutficient- 


ly inough jto diſcourſe vnto me ſo much, as that thereby I 
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might vnderſtande,the ground of the purpoſe of the Inquiſi- 


tors. I confeſſe, that I was at that time, in ſuch forte mooued 
. with pitie and compaſsion,towardes ſo many good people, as 
were appointed to {laughter,& generally towardes this whole 
countrey, to which I was ſo much bounde, & into which they 
ment to bring in an Inquiſition worſe & more cruel, than that 
of Spaine,yea that there were nets laid,to catch,cuen the very 
noble men and the Lords of the countrey,as wel as the comon 
people,inſomuch that they whom the Spaniards and their ad- 


herentes,were notable to {upplant by any other way, might 


fall by this meanes into their hands,fro whence it was 1mpol\- 


{ible to eſcape, becauſe, that a man could behold nothi ngels, 


buta very laberinth,whereby-they might be codemned to the 
fire: I,ſeing I ſay theſe things, do confeſle, that from that time 
forwarde, I did carneſtly attempt” to helpe to driue out of the 
countrey,this vermin of theSpaniards, & Ido notrepent me, 


CONl- 
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companions, which fauoured this {o laudable an enterpriſe, 


haue done a deede worthie of immortalt prayſe, andwhich in 
deede had bin altogether accopliſhed, and we by that meanes 
had atchicued the vpheaped meaſure of honour, if, after their 
gripes, we had as well ſhut the gate againſt them, ſo that they 
mightneuer after haueentred in againe vppon vs, as we haue 
ſince founde out and had the meanes to purge the Countrey 
of them. AndI ſaye yet ſomewhat more,vnto you(my Lords) 
and I withe that the whole counſell of Spaine , yea that the 
whole worlde ſhould ynderſtande it, that if my brethren and 
companions of the order, and of the counſell of Eſtate, had 
Medrather to 1oyne their counſelles with mine, then to make 
fo good and cheape a market of their own lines,al of vs would 

haue imployed,our bodies and goodes , that we might haue. 
hindered the Duke of Alua and the Spaniardes, fromentring 
againe intothe Countrey : and I am yet cuen at this preſent 


content, that they ſhontd ynderſtande, thart, as alreadic one 


parte of the countrey , is ſcoured from this filth, mſomuch 
that there is nottherein any remembraunce thereof, except it 
be of their bones: fo Twill not ceafe, by the power of God, 
and by the aſsiſtaunce of your fauour, (which I hope will ne- 
uer faile me,) to imployeall the power that I haue, with yow 
(my Lordes) to purge the whole countrey in generall, fron 


'this vermine, and to cauſe them and all their adherentes, to 


paſſe from hence ouer the Moittaignes , thereto trouble their 
owne Countreis if they will, and to ſuffer vs to line here, in 
peace and quiet poſſefsion,of bodies, goodes,and conſcience, 
Wherefore they are deceaued verie much , when they thinke, 
tharTattemprted this worke, aftertheir departure out of this 
countrey. ForI did it then, whe I was in Fraunce,cuen a hun- 
ting with the King, whileſt they them felues were here, and I 
ceaſed not, till thatby the meane,of the late Ladie of Sauote, 
of moſt noble memorie,I had obtayned leaue,to come againe 
into this countrey, ypon my faith and promiſe giuen, tore- 
turne againe to Reins, at the coronation of King Frauncis 
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moſtnoble perſonages of the countrey,1n the name of the E- 
ares to demaunde, that the Spaniardes might beinforced to 
withdrawe them {clues ; which thing was at the laſtexecuted, 


molt vnpleaſaunt meſſage, who when they ſhall ſhewe them- 
ſelues, the aduerſaries ſhall knowe and contfeſle, their impu- 
dencies and flaunders. 


 Butas concerning that which they faie, that Twas the prin- 


Cipall authour of the ſupplication preſented and offered vp, I 
will in deedetell you( my Lordes) the whole matter, thar is, 
that hauing once perceaued,that the miſchiefe was growenſo 
farre,that there was not nowe any more queſtzon, of burnin 

onely the poore people, which ſuffered them ſelues to be ca 
into the fire, but, that ſundrie of the belt nobilitie , and of the 
p'incipzll men among the people, murmured thereat : I fea- 
ring ſome daungerous iſſue, as I had ſeene before mine eyes 
Fraunce it ſelfe to haue endured, a daungerous acceſſe of cinil 
warre, for the like occaſion : and doubting leaſt we ſhould be 
a/lailed in this coantrey with the like diſeaſe, which common- 
ly hath moſt daungerous accidentes, aud efteftes,more harde 
to heale,than the diſeaſe it ſelte, as alas we do ouer much ſce 


tat this daye : ſeeing I aye, theſe thinges, in reſpe& of the 


bonde wherewith I was bounde by reaſon of my othe, and; in 
reſpe& of my dutie towardes the countrey, I beſought my 
Lordes my brethren, and companions, the Knightes & prin- 
cipall Counſelloures of the Eſtate , to aflemble together at 
Hoochſtraten, with purpoſe to declare vnto them, the appa- 


' raunt daunger wherein the countrey was, to witte, of falling 


into ciuill warre, and that this was the true and onely meane 
to hinder it, that we, who by reaſon of our degrees and offi- 


ces, had authoritie in the Countrey , ſhould take the matter 
into our handes,and ſo to vſe that remedie, which weſhoulde 
- finde moſt agreeable, for the countreis good, and onely to 


bring to paſſe, that the Cardinalles creatures (who ſought no- 
thing, buteFuſion of blood, banniſhmentes, confiſcation of 


goodes, and to be {horte, woundes and murthers) ſhould not 
6-23 _ _deale 


and the enemies may remember (at they will) who were thoſe 
good, and honourable perſonages, that brought them that 
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-deale therein,which had brought an aſſured deſtruion to the 
\coiitrey, but rather that thoſe which thought irnot meet, thar 
men ſhould burne others according to their accuſtomed or- 
0 der, ſhould not want a guide, who might lett and hinder him 
bs in hisattempts. And albeit, I ſhewed them very many reaſons, 
Y | 'tocauſe them to condeſcende to my counſell, and that I had 
| -added thereto (beſide the good will which was betweene vs) 
| the aduiſe alſo of my Lorde the Countie of Schwartzenbourg 
Wl: .  - mybrotherin lawe, and the Lorde George van Hol, who had 
atthattime verie great credit with the Lordes, for the cuident 

ob and excellent (eruices, whiche they had perfourmed to theſe 
countreis: yetit was notinmy power to obtaine any thing, & 

this mutuall fight one of an other,did not profit me any whitt 

at all, ſauing for a teſtimonieto all the worlde, that then, ſee- 

- ing the miſch iefea farre of, which nowe we ſee preſent yppon 

-'vs, I did ſeeke altthe'good meanes I could,topreuent & turne 

' away theſame, Batthey of whom T haue ſpoke, who thought 

" theſeperſecutions heard,and who ſawe not ſolong as they en- 
12% -dured, any aſſured reſtin this conntrey ( which thing alwayes 
_ + BkY falleth outin ſuch like affaires ) began and laboured to pro- 
" poundeand broche newe enterpriſes, which, by reaſon of the 

offices I had, I founde out a meane to difcouer : yet for all 

* thar, fearing leaſt ſome moſt daungerous cuent might inſue 
* therevpon,and ſuppoſing that this watewas the moſt milde,8 
l- \ verielawelike or lawfull, I confeſſe,that I thought itnor euill, 
'Y - that the requeſt was preſented, which thing ſo farre of is it, 
_* " thatT minde todiſſemble,or coulor ouer, thatI cont it a moſt 
great profit, both for myne owne honor and reputation, and 

[ _ alfofor theſeruice of the King and the countrey, for if the wiſe 
- Counſellors of the King,had bin ſo well aduiſed as to yeelde 
- therevnto, there had not inſued ſo many miſeries, by whiche, 
= therewanteth butalitle, but that the whole countrey had bin 
conſumed. Burifthey deſire to knowe, the true & the nigheſt 

- cauſe of the ſaide requeſt,and of that which followed therevp- 
pon,let them aſfcribeir to their inſatiable crueltie, which was 
not content, with the intollerable r:gor of placardes and li- 

| CEnces 
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cences, but" following the example of that foole Roboam, 
and beleeuing the counſell of an vnwiſe woman, of a Cardinall 


the Popes creature, and other ſuch like, they ſaide, the father 
hath corre&ed you with roddes, but the fonne will chaſtiſe 
'youwith ſcorpions. Whereypon there was ſet out, amolt car- 
neſt purſuite, concerning the receauing ofthe newe Biſhopps, 
( who wereſctvp but a litle while before)that is toſay,ſo ma- 
nie tormentours,to burne the poore Chriſtians,then were the 
priuiledges troden vnder feete, and by whom ? Verely by a 
paſsjonate woman, who was yet notwithſtanding armed,with 
the viſar of a Kings power, and with the treaſon, perturies and 
ſubtelticsof a Cardinall. Beholdel ſay, the ſtithie or andvile 
(my Lordes ) vpon which was forged all the euill that inſucd, 


to wit, becauſe they yeelded not,(as requiſite and neceſſarie it 


was) totherequelt preſented by the nobilitie, wherin I know, 
and I may proteltirt, betore God and before you (my Lordes) 
that Fdid not therein commit any thing again{tmyne Honor, 
and mine othe,but IT aduertifed the Dutcheſle, & al the Lords 
of the Counſell,of the great inconueniences which afterwards 
_ fellout,infomuch that all the,miſchiefinſuing thereypon,muſt 
| beimpured to them (clues. For ſo farre of is it, that they would 
harke to me,that thei thought on the other ſide that they had 
_ founde,a matter or meane fit for toexecute that, whiche they 
 hadalong time purpoſed and ſet betore them, that is to ſaye, 
that after that they had deſtroted them, that were ſuſpected to 
be of the religio,they might afterwards the more eaſlely bring 
 thereſt,vndera miſerable and intollerable bondage. And not 
only were they admontthed by me(my Lords)but atfo ſundry, 
- publike,and particular admonitions were giuen them by dt- 
' vers others, both good people and louers of the countrey,yea 
and louers of the King alſo more then he deferued, and they 
- did in good time aduertiſe him, of the daunger to come, and 
' what was the Kinges dutie, by reaſon of his othe, of his ob- 
ligations or bondes, and of the conditions vppon whiche he 
was receaued and admitted for Lorde of theſe Countre1s, as 
alſo his aunceſtours were before him. 
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to ſhewe the ſaid aduertiſements, vnto the Kings own perſon, 
which notwithſtanding ſo farre of was it thatit could profite 
aniething,that the ſaid Lord Countie on the other fide being 
: 708g ynderthe coulor of the word of a King ( which at- 
terwardes coſt him verie deare ) brought letters alrogether 
contrarie to that, which the King from his owne mouth, had 
gluen him in charge to ſpeake, in ſomuch that then he was in- 
torced to conteſle, that] did before his 1ourney well forcſce, 
that which ſhould come thereof, And yet theſe ſchollers of 
Machiauell, would here bleare our eyes , with theſe goodlie 
ſhewes of loyaultie, fidelitie, naturall clemencie, and ſuch gol- 
den and glorious wordes,and yet notwithſtanding they make 
no diffcultie,to playe with the othes which they take, & with 
the wordes that they giue,to men of ſuch qualitie and counte- 
naunce. Beholde then,the authours,promotors, and framers 


of the troubles, that hane fallen our by reaſon of the firſt re- 
| - or ſupplication, and you haue vnderſtoode {my Lordes) 
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at this was the counſel that IT have giuen therein. 

As concerning that which they ſpeake, of the late my Lorde 
the Countie Lodowick my brother, they ſhould do better, to 
leaueſo good a Knight in peace and vnnamed, than to ſpeake 
of him, ſeeingthat he was much more honeſt then they, and 
without compariſon a better chriſtian, and I make no more of 
this that they call him Hereticke, then our Lorde Ieſus Chriſte 
did, when as good people as ourenemues are, called him Sa- 
maritane. p47 

As concerning publike preaching, which after their maner 
they call hereticall, you your ſelues (my.Lordes) do ſufficient- 
ly knowe, by whom and howe they were brought in. And al- 
beit,thart I had not at that time ſo much credit with them, as 
thatthey would demaunde my aduiſe therein, neither in deed 


"did Ieuer counſell them : Notwithſtanding, the matrers be- 


ing come to ſuch termes, I conteſle thatIwas of aduiſe, that 
the Dutcheſle of Parma ſhould yeelde vnto them, wherein if I 
haue giuen ill counſell,then that which followed afterwardes, 


doth at the leaſt ſufficiently declare, whether thoſe that ſup- 


poſed my counſel! to be naught, haue yerie well handled their 
Maſters 


forced to depart out of the conntrey, Tt may be,that they ſhoulde 
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Maſters affaires and buſineſſes, but rather God hath mani- 
feſtly ſhewed, that albeit he do for a time correct his own chik 


_ dren, yet he neuer leaneth, a periurie ſo well qualified and no- 


torious, as that of the Kinges & the Dutches of Parmes was, 
without greeuouſlie menus. it, to theende that althe world 
may knowe,that he ſateth not without cauſe, that he will not 
holde him guiltles, whoſhall take his name in vaine. 
As concerning the beaters downe of Images, and other dil= — 
orders, I beleeue (my&.ords) that there is none amongſt you, Cocerning 
\ yo = Images bez 
but he knoweth well inough, that ſuch wayes and manners of ;,,, Ywwwne 
doing, pleaſe me no whit at all, and that many of them, who and ouers 
ſhould haue aided & ſuſteined me, haue on the other ſide with throvvens 
great iniurie torne mein peeces, becauſe I would never con- 
fent, that ſuch things ſhuld be done, without ſome ordinance 
and decree of the Superiours and Gouernours, 
- They haue no better foundatio, then ſuch as you haue heard f 
Lefiue fFobchinlh N wr "i: of the vvith 
efore, for this that they ſaye, that the prowidence and wiſe, go- grayying of 


wernement, of the Dutcheſſe of Parma was ſo great, that [was in- the Lorde 
Prince 1nt@ 


ſay fomewhat,if they would face, that the deceites of the Dut- Genantt 


cheſſe & hir periurtes, were the cauſe thereof: or if they would 
ſpeake, of the ſmall refolution, and of the ouer great caſineſle 
fo. belecue that fome had, who looked continually tor the 
hangmen and tormentours, and of theouer great affection, 
thatI and other greatLordes had towards the King,who per- 
ſwaded my Lordes of Berghes, and of Montignie to go into 
Spaine, ſuppoſing,that for their good ſeruices,& the nobilitie 
of their race, the King him ſelfe would be content, to vnder- 
ſtande by their mouth, that which was neceſlarie for the pre- 
ſeruation of the countrey, rather than toheare it by the Spa- 
niardes : but ſeeing that they were intreated in ſuch forte, as 
euery one knoweth, T thought, thatT had iuſt occaſion, more 
nighlie to take heede vnto my ſelf, than before. If they would 
ſay theſe things were the cauſe, they ſhould fpeake ſome peece 
of the trneth. ButT was refolued ayeere before, to depart and 
to giue vp my offices, as appeareth by letters written with the 
Kinges owne hande, and which I haue alſo ioyned to this Pre: 

WET ent 


—_—__ 
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ſent writing, which doth ſufficiently ſet our, the falſhode of 
their ſpeache, And if any man would knowe, why a yeere af- 


_ terwardes I withdrewe my felt into Germanie, my detence pu- 


bliſhed in the yeere ſixtic {cuen, doth ſufficiently declare the 
cauſes thereof, to witt, ſpecially becauſe I would not conſent, 
thatthe Spanilhe Inquitition,thould be receaued into my go- 
uernementes. By reaſon whereot, I reſigned them before, in- 
to the handes of the aide Dutchetle, with full purpoſe to live 
in peace and quietnes, with my kinsfollges and friendes, loo- 
king when it would pleaſe God,cither to gjue the King better 
counſell,or, if he did yet waxe worfe and worſe,when it would 
pleaſe God him fſelfe to open a gate), to deliver this poore 
countrey, which Iſ{awe plunged, into a bottomleſle depth, of 
nuſchicues and miſeries. For, who can without being woun- 
ded with wounderfull griefe, rehearſe the baniſhementes, the 
raking awaie of goodes, the impriſonmentes, the tormentes 
endured, the {undrie ſortes of horrible and miſerable deaths, 
wherewith theſe bloodie people, ({urmounting 1n crueltie, 
Phalaris, Buſyris, Nero, Domitian,and all tyrauntes) haue 


: perſecuted the poore ſubieces of this countrey ? And not- 


withſtanding theſe thinges, I ſeeing no meane, to comforte 


- them ouer this miſerie, did holde my ſelfe peceable & quier, 


The King 
of $paine 
inforced 
my Lorde 
Prince, by 
al maner of 
iniuftice,to 
takearmes. 


And, becauſe in this Proſcription they ſaie, that I was at the 
leaſt offered it, whileſt that the laſt treatie helde at Colen 1a- 
fed: they ought to know, that they {hould be contented with 
my voluntarie baniſhment, andnot to purſue me any further, 
ſeeing in deede, that I gaue them to vnderſtande,by a man of 
countenaunce and credit, who yet 1s liuing, that if they at- 
tempted, to touche myne honour and my goodes,they would 
conſitraine me, to take ſuch order for my aftaires as.I might. 


- But, as madd people, after that they could not drawe me by 


The Cofitie 


/ of Bueren, 
5 _ eakeninthe 


ſcholes,and 
caried into 


$paine , as 


their honied and flattering wordes, the Kinge alſo thinking, 
to buſie me by ouer honeſt letters, which yet notwithſtanding 
T did plainly perceaue to be full of deceit, they dire&ed them- 
ſelues, firſt to my young ſonne, a childe anda ſcholler, and a- 
gainſt the priuiledges of the Vniuerſitie, they tooke him yio- 
lently from Louain, yea,after the exhortation and aan e's 

| ' made 
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made by the Vniuerſitie, that barbarous fellowe Vergas, aun- 
{wered barbarouſlic in falſe latin : Nor curamrs veiiros prile- 
205: we regarde notyour priuledges . After this, they caried 
imout of Brabant,againſt the priuiledges of the Countrey, 
and againſt the Kinges othe, and they {ent him into Spaine, 
that ſo they might remoue him from me, who am his tather, 
and euenvnto this preſent, they keepe this innocent,in harde 
and cruell priſon, inſonuch as, if they had done me no other 
iniuric, [ſhould be ynworthie, not only my ſtock and thename 
which I carrie, butalſo of the name of a father, vnleſle I did 
imploye, all the witt, and all the meanes that God hath giuen 
me, to aſſaie to deliuer him out of this miſerable bondage, & 
to recouerit I could, ſuch a wrong. For I am not (my Lords) 
fo vnnaturall, that I feele not the affeftions of a father, ney- 
ther yet ſo wiſe, but that oftentimes the gricte, of ſolong an 
abſcnce of my Sonne, doeth preſent and offer it ſelte. to my 
| vnderſtanding. And yet they were not content, but, againſt 
all order of iuſtice, they apprehended my brethren , and pur- 
ſued me with ſummoninges,ſeaſementes of goodes,and thruſt 
me on, euen as it were by force, to attempt ſundrie thinges, 
whereof I my ſelfe neuer thought : they put the proceſle of 
me and my companions (againſt the articles of the order, and 
againſt the othe of the King, who was the chiefe thereot ) into 
the handes of I know not what porters and petietoggers,who 
werenot meete to be, groomes or pages, to my companions 
and me:-they doo degrade mee : they doo depriue me of my 
goodes: they do condemne me todeath.And isthis any other 
thing, than to free mefrom myne othes? and to fet,meatli- 
bertie, to come out, to afſaulte myneenemie, by all themea- 
nes that G o Þ ſhall giue me ? Beholde then, howe, when I 
ſeeke nothing but quietneſle, they ſtirre yp trouble , I ſeeke 
peace, and they prouoke me to warre . And what warre ? 
A warre attempted to deliner my childe, to preſerue my lite, 
to recouer my goodes, and, whiche is more deare than all, 
to detende myne Honour . And yet, I doo not here pro- 
| pounde vnto you (my Lotds) any thing of that,which concer= 
neth the comon cauſe, and belongeth ynto the generall Ra; 
H This 
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This'then (my Lordes) is that, which theſe men leightly paſſe 
ouer, and ynder ſilence as it were, an4 which of ſet purpoſe 
they omit,as in deede not {eruing much for their purpoſe . If 
then, I not being the Kings naturall ſubiect (which thing alſo 
he him ſelfe ſaith) it I beingabſolued from min2 othes, by this 
yniuſt proclamation and ſentence : It I hauing lo 1aſt a groad- 
worke,by forceto demaund my ſonne and my goods : It I ſay; 
T had driven him, not onely our of the lowe countrey,but alſo 
out of all his landes and Lord{hippes,yea and though I did de- 
fire to make them mine owne, ſeeing that againſt all rightand 
equitie,yea againſt his own othe, he hath by force conſtrained 
me;to attempt ſo neceſfarie a warre, euen: then, when with all 
my power I did auoyde it, and hath done meall theſe outra- 

es, and thatat the verie ſelte ſame time, or a little after,when 

y hisowne letters written with his owne hand,he yeelded me 
ſo'grear,and ſolemine a teſtimonie of taichfulnes;as noman in 
the worlde could deſire a greater, as appeareth by the copie 
of the letter hereafter inſerted, whois he ( the premiſes being 
rightly conſidered) that can accuſe me of any other fault,then 
this, thatT framed my felfe to much to the time, before thatT 


would takearmes, andthatT would not enioye that, whiche 


the lawe of warre, and of al nations yeelded vnto me,vnto me 
I ſay, who am bornea free Lorde, and who haue this Honour, 
tocarie thename and title; of an abſolute Prince, albeit that 
my Princedome,be not of anic great length or largenes? | 
Bat,ſceing that the ſpeciall foundation,and groundworke 
is this, that haue taken and bornearmes againſt my Super 
our, Iam hkewife content, to enter intothis matter,wher they 
{hal inde themſelues to haue as good foundations,as in other 
places. And in thefirſtplace I would faine haue them to tell 
me; by whattitle King Philippe, the heire of the baſtard Hen- 
rie of Caftille,poſſeſſerh the kingdome of Caltille, & of Leon ? 
For it ismoſtrhanifeſt, that Henrie his predeceſſour was a ba- 
Narde, who rebelled againſt the lawefull heire, who was his 
owne brother 8 Lord, whom alſo heflue with his owne hand. 
What right then ortitle had this baſtarde being the Kinges 
great Graundfather? They aunſwere, that Don Pedro was a 
goth | tyraunt, 


ParncsEse Or: ORaNnGE, 


tyraunt,and indeedeI cofeſſe, that commonly they giue him 
the name of cruel]. But it by this title Philippe holde Caſlille, 
why doth not he perceaue, thatmen may by the ſame mea- 
ſure,driue him out,that hath chaſed awaye others ? And if 
there haue neuer bin,any more cruell tyraunt, who hath more 
proudlic,and with lefle colideration violated , the priuiledges 
of the countrey, then Philipp him ſelte, thall not he be much 
more vaworthie,to beare, & to weare the Crowne of Caflille, 
then Don Pedro ? For,at the leaſt Don Pedro was not an ince-' 
(tuous perſon, nor a ſlajer of his Sonne, nor a murtherer of 
his wite . Andit ſome will ſaye, that this concerneth me no 
whit at all,I am content to come yetſomcwhat more nigh, al- 
beit that I haue not purpoſed, to ſtate my (clte vppon that, 
which I ſhall preſently ſpeake vnto you . Bur ſuppole, that I 
did take vp armes againlit him,and that he were {implie my ſu- 
periour, and that I were borne his ſubie&(which yert1s not ſo, 
euen as he him ſclte confeflerh it) what ſhould I doo butthar, 
which his predeceſfor had done, againſt the Emperour Adol- yn... 
fus of Naſlau,his Superior 2 Euerie one that knoweth neuer of Autniche 


ſo little in the matters and affaires of Germanie, knoweth, how took armes 


Albert the firſte Duke of Auſtriche,of thatname and race(tor _—_— 
before he bare the title, of the Countie of Habſ bourg)armed yamuthe 
him felte againſt the ſazde Lorde Emperour my predeceſlour, Emperour,- 
And albeit, it was Gods will, that the ſaide Emperour ſhould 
dicin the battell,yet I know, what the wileſt writers have 1ud- 
ged thcreof, albeit that Gerrard, then Bilhop of Matence, the 

rincipall authour of that conſpiracie, ment to colour 8& darc- 
vas the ſame. And verely, if a man will ſomewhat more nigh- 
ly looke into the ſtorie, he ſhall finde, that this tation was ſet 
vp by Pope Boniface (of whom itis ſatde, he entered into his Pope Boniy 
Popedome as a Foxe, he raigned as aLyon,& died as adogge) face the 8. 
becauſe the Emperour would not acknowledge him for ſuch a 
one,as he ſaid he was, and therefore, he ſtirred vp againſt him 
Albert, who was alreadie much difpleaſed againſt him, becauſe 
Adolfus was preferred before him, in the ele&ion tothe Em- 
pire, & ſome Biſhoppes alſo, onermuch addifted to the Pope, 
did loyne them ſclues ynto him, and ayded him, 


H-3 


But 


- - ha . " © agg eng" en EIS on. w . ay 17 panes - _— "gy 5p Seo wo 
P b, g £444 p 
wy a we m— 6 ——__—_— —— : » "ARIA he Wes A +a aids. . - FOE 7 "Way i G W 
gt ſl —_—_— wet s , 
om We 124.4 an. —_ + is "0 es 
| 


4 « 6r; lhe x 
«| al we . » 
oattoy ef 9g oe ae oy wo ew SpRwmys > ons 
Ol IE God EC I, GI noe nooner" 
G wed he 


wr " Cen 
> . CONT. OE Ee TE _ 4. ub At 
y Oh COT 19 Ae wo I DRY oe, 9 es + . ” — . w ep . 


aſi” v 


_ 
—<e by a 
-— —__ 4 nh = 
PP INNS ENG 
Powe 4) 6p 
* 4 » 


! King Philip 

| the faire, be 
ginneth ,his 
letter vvith 
theis words 
Sciat fatuis 
ras veſtra, 
that 1s, let 
your follie 
or fooly:- 

| hoodknow 
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 Countieof 


Flaunders. 
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Bat who is he, that would willingly reuerece ſo wicked a man, - 
who in his Iubilie, cauſed to be caried before him, in the ma- 
ner of a triumphe, two {wordes, cauſing him, that caried one 
of them, to crie, O Chriſt beholde thy Vicar on earth, and the 
other, to ſay, O Peter, beholde thy ſucceſiour ? And verely,-; 
hauing committed ſo wickeda feate againſt the Emperor,and 


hauing Albert at his commaundement, he was purpoſed, for 


thelike conſideration, todoas much to the French King, cal- 
led Philipp the faire, giuing his kingdome to the ſaide Albert, 


 andcauſed him to be named King of the Romains and of 


the French men. Burt he founde the preeſtes of Fraunce, lefſe 
readie to ſerue him, and leſle able to helpe him,and the whole 
kingdome ſtirred vp, by the learned Orations of Maſter Peter 
Coignieres,and a reſolute King who cauſed his foolehood{for 
ſo the King called him in his letters) to be taken at Anania, by 
one ofthe Lordes, and he the eldeſt of the noble houſe of Co 
lonnes, and by a gentleman of Languedoc, named Nogarer, 
who brought him to Rome,where allo they put him to death, 
as he had moſt jiuſtlie deſerued the ſame. Bur, as I haue aide, 
Iwill not ſtaye my ſelfe vpon theſe foundations, but minde to 
come tothe murtuall bondes,which are betweene him and vs. 
Let vs the put the caſe,thatal this, were neither fo nor ſo. Doth 
not he yerie wel know, that if he be Duke of Brabant, I, by rea- 
ſon of my Baronneis,am one of the principal members of Bra- 
bant? Doth he not know wherein heis bound to me, my bre- 
thren and companions,and the good townes ofthe countrey? 
Hath he forgotte vpon what coditions he keepeth this eſtate? 
Doth heno longer remember his othe ? Or it he thincke vpo 
it,doth he ſo litle regard that which he hath pro-niſed to God 


" and the countrey,and that vpon conditions tied to his Dukes 


hattorgarland ? It is not needfull (my Lordes) that I ſhould 
here ſet out vnto you that, which he hath promiſed vs, before 
that we tooke any othe vnto him, for ſundrie amongeit you 
know the ſame: But becauſe that others ſhall ſee, this my de- 
fence, I was very willing, to call to your remembraunce, the 
ſumme of his othe, You knowe (my Lordes) wherevnto he is 


bound,and that it is not in hys diſpoſitio,to do ha" be 
"BY cet 
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liketh of,as he doth in the Indies, for he cannot hereamo 
vs,by violence inforce,one of his ſubieces onely, to any thing The fumme 
whatſoecuer,vnleſſe that the cuſtome, of the benche of the iu- prmad. jor 
ſtices, where they dwell, permitthe ſame. He may not, by anie prabanx. 
ordinaunce or decree, alter or chaunge, after anie forte what- | 
ſocuer, the eſtate of the countrey, He muſt content him ſelfe, 
with his ordinarie and common renenewes : he may not cauſe 
to beleuied, noryet exaRt any impoſitions or taxes, without 
the good will, and expreſle conſent of the countrey, and ac- 
cording to the priuiledges thereof : He can not bring ſouldi- 
ers into the Countrey, without the conſent thereof : He maie 
not touche nor deale with the decrying or imbaſing of mo- 
ney, without the conſcnt ofthe Eſtates of the Countrey : He 
can notcauſe anie ſubie& to be apprehended, without infor- 
mation made, and knowledge fir{t giuen,by the Magiſtrate of 
the place : Hauing anie for apriſoner, he cannot ſend him out 
of the Countrey. Ibeſeeche you (my Lordes) do you not ſee, 
hearing only this {ume rehearſed.,it the Barons and Nobles of 
the coutrey,who by reaſon of the prehemineces, & the charge 
of the armies, do not oppoſe them ſelues, Iſfay,not only when 
theſe articles are violated, but whe they aretyrannouſly trode 
ynder foote,& when not one article, but all, & that nor once, 
but a thonſand thouſand times, are broken & corrupted, not 
by the Duke onely, but by barbaraus and ſauage people : Da 
you not ſee, I ſaye, thatif the Nobles, according to their othe, 
and bonde, do not inforce the Duke,to yeelde equitie and iu- 
ſtice to the Countrey, that they them ſelues ſhould be con- 
demned,of periurie, vnfaithfulneſle, and rebellion againſt the 
Eſtates of the Countrey ? And as concerning my ſelfe, I haue 
1m deede a particular realon,and which toucheth me yet more 
nighe, thatis, that contrarie vnto all the ſaide primledges, I 
was depriued of all my goodes, without obſerning any forme 
or order of iuſtice therein. But that which fell out in the per- 
ſon of niy Sonne,the Countie of Bueren, is ſo euident a teſti- 
monie,of the enemies diſloyaultie and vnfaithfulnes,& of the 
tranſgreſsion or breache of the priuiledges, that no man can, 
with any good reaſon doubt,why I haue taken vp armes. | 
3g H-3 And 
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\ *"Andin that, Twas nor able at the firſt timezto take faſt foo- 


ting in the countrey, which he vpbraideth me withall, what 
newething hath betithed ynto me, which hath not fallen out 
vnto rheegreateſt Captaines of theworlde? Yea,euen vnto him 
lim (elſe, who hath ſo oftentimes entered, and that with ſo 


great and mightie armies ,into Holland and Zealand, and yet, 


with a handtull of people,and by the ayde of my Lordes the 
Eſtates, ofthe ſaide proninces, he hath bin ſhamefvully driven 


- Gntof the (aide conntrey, and that great Captainethe Duke of 


Alnaand his ſucceffours,without hauing at this day,in the ſaid 
countreis, one foote of lande vuder his diſpoſition, and go- 
uernemient,as by your good ayde, I hope that ſhortly, he ſhall 
not haue any in all the reſt ot the countrey . To be ſhort, by 
his othe he meancth, that in the caſe of gaineſtanding him, 
we ſhould be no longer bounde vnto him, neyther yeelde him 
any ſeraice or obedience, as appeareth by the laſt article, If 
then IT be not bounde ynto him : If I owe him not any more 


| ctw or obedience,why is he ſo raſhe,as to ſaic, that I hane 


taken vp armes againſt my Lord? Certainly betweene al Lords 
and Vadailes, there is a mutuall bonde , and this ſaying of a 
ccrtaine Senator to a Conſull, ſhalbe alwayes veayfed; If thou 
doeſtnot account me for a Senator, I wil not account thee for 
4 Conſull. But betweene Vaſlals there is verie great difference, 
ſomeremayning without compariſon 1n farre greater libertie, 
than other ſome, as we are in Brabant, ning ſuch large pri- 
uiledges and rightes, that we may freelie make 8& glue, graiits 
in our landes,ſo that,excepting the homage which we owe,we 
cannot hane any thing more than we haue. And amongeſt 0+ 
ther rightes bak priniledges we haue this,toſtande our Dukes 
in that ſteede, thatthe Ephoriat - reg did their 258 OE 
15 to ſaie, ro keepe the Kingdome ſure,in the power of a good 
Prince, and to cauſc him to yeclde equitie, which ſtood againſt 
his othe, _ 17 0 
"But ſome will ſay, thatthere is a condition annexed, thatis, 
that we ſhalbe ſolong freed from our othe, till he have amen- 
ded the faulte. But what if he will never amendeit? If after 


the Emperour Maximilian, and the Princesof the Empire en- 


treat 
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treat him,and make interceſsion for vs, that it woulde plcaſe 
him to vnburden the countrey:for a ful aunſwere,ſome would 
ſaie vnto them, that they ſhould meddle with their owne mat- 
ters, and that the King knoweth wel inough, how to gouerne 
his ſubieces : If, after infinite declarations, by the meſſage of 
yerie noble Lordes of this countrey, we do requeſt him to do 
vs iuſtice, he proudly reie&our requeltes,and put to death the 
ſaide Lordes, and ſuch as he can take, caufeth them to pale 
thorowe the hangmens handes, and purſue the reſt, by all vn. 
worthie and cruel] meanes:: If he bring in vppon vs newe ar- 
mies, vtterly to deſtroye vs, ſhalbwe tarie alwayes looking for 
mercie, vntill ſuch time as'the Spaniſhe crueltie, ſhalfhaue cur 
of from vs all hope of refpite ? But he will nowe amende the 
fault, and hath fent meanes therefore, by the Lorde of Selles : 
alſo he hath difallowed the Duke of Alua. Weſhall ſee al theſe 
' thinges in their order. For the. prefent I am contented to de- 
Clare, that by good reaſon I haue take-yp armes again(t him z 
Firſt, with the Eſtates: of Hollande and- Zealande, and atter- 
wardes with you (my Lordes ) that he is foreſworne againſt 
the whole countrey, and in reſpe&tof me, againſt the articles 
of the poinRes of the order, againſt the priuiledges of Bra- 
banr, in taking away my Sonne; and carying him into Spain 

deprining me of my goodes and dignitics, hauing ſer me ſuf- 
ficiently free from myne othe towardes him, and declaring at 
this preſent, his verie baſe heart, and yet notwithſtanding ty- 


the heape of all iniuſticeand vnworthines. --//_ 


ky 


''Nowe (my Lordes) ſithithath pleaſed him, to ſtretch. one : 


Tannous,publiſhing this cruell and barbarous Profcription,as 


his fpeache'vnto the times which followed, I minde verely to - 


enter thereintoalſo, and that the more willingly, becaufe that 
I have donenothing of that, whereof hereatter he'accuſerh 
'me: but firſt, by the aduiſe and confenr, of the Eſtates of Hol- 
lande and Zealande,and afterwardes by your conſent-in.gene- 
Tall, ſothat if there haue bin'anie faulte committed, tought 
-notto be imputedto me,bur rather I ſhould be greatly pray- 
#ed,becauſel ferued you fo well & faithfully. I willthen come, 
'ro the accafationsthatremaine, batit ſhalbe with this cond1- 
2s on, (my 


Prince VVas 


- 
2ue tous 
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on {my Lordes) thatT may, as heretofore I haue done, largely 
rchearſc,andplainly ſetout, that which he maliciouſlic omit- 

teth, tothe ende he might couer his wicked and cruel! heart, 
and yetneuertheleſſe ceaſeth not, to cauſe iFto be publiſhed, 
 bycerraine ſmall launderouslibelles. 

' Thaue (wy Lordes)obferued,that all this accuſation, or ill 
eache rather, which followeth afterwardes, is diuided into 
two partes : the one touching that, which was ioyned with the 
comming ofthe Duke of Alua, and which followed thervpon, 
andipecially concerning that, which after ny comming into 
Hollande and Zealande,was executed, by my gouernement,8 
my Lordes the Eſtates of the {aide Countreis : The other, is 
that which hath fallen out, ſince that God opened your eyes, 
by the meane ofthe pride and outrages of the Spaniards, atd 
thatyou publiſhed them,and their adherents, for rebelles and 
enemiesto the countrey, that ſo you might atthe1laſt deliner 
this poore countrey,from this accurſed rafe. Wherefore I will 
followe theſelfſame order. And'firſt Irender thankes to God, 
that cuen by the verie ſilence of myneenemie,you'(my Lords) 
++. doknowe, and I hope, thatall the worlde ſhall knowe, that I 
TheLorde was not ſo much as/{n{pe&ed, to haue applied to mine owne 
vas profit, ſo much as one onely pennie,of the publickcoyne : for 
ted thoughiin otherthinges;as you haue alreadie begunne to ſee, 
by his enes they hauenotſtack ar it;to ſett out falſe accuſations, and to 
mics, to -charge me, with ouer manifeſt ſlaunders : ſeeingalſo,that they 
- 2 ata do'notobie& vnto me, thelealt ſuſpition of couetouſnes,they 
kenany of do ſufficiently thereby declare,not only, howe free Iam from 
the comms Tharfaulte, buralſo;albeir they them {clues be impudent; and 
wealures Gn yery deede my deadlic enemies, yet they durſt neuer obic& 
aeainſt me, this fault wherewith commonly, the Gouernours 
'of Prouinces, arecither wrongfully or rightly charged. But, 
-thanke God, Ihauc long time ago learned, that he which go- 
-nierneth and commaundeth others , ought aboucall things to 
'havedeanchandes, and cuen voide if it maybe of all ſuſpiti- 
-on; which was the cauſe;thateuen from my youth,T ynburde- 
ned my ſelfe, of the charge of the treaſures, which was moſt 
gladlic recciued & accepted of others. Andalbcit (my Lofga) 
Cm) 59 at 1t 
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that it was atno hand needfull, that T ſhould make mention 
of theſe thinges, whileſt I ſpeake vnto you, who knowe, that I 
neucr had the handling of one onely pennie of the publike 
treaſure : andas cncerning this, that 1t hath pleaſed you to 
appoint nie ſo much, as well in reſpe& of my Eſtate, asin re- 
ſpec of the extraordinarie charges of the warre, you knowe 
howelitle I haue receaued thereof : and of the meanes, which 
yet Ihauc, howeT haue therewithall mainteyned and vpheld, 
ſundrie great charges, ſince that Ientred into your ſeruice ; 
which I do notwithſtanding not impute, to the want of your 
good will rowardes me, but to the codition of the time wher- 
1n we liue, But fith, that by the ſecret conteſs1on of mineene- 
mic, I may haue ſuch an aduauntage, I minde not to paſſe it 
ouer ynder ſilence, tothe ende I might cauſe, certaine ſmall 
Serpentes that are amongeſt vs,to vnderſtand,that they ought 
to be aſhamed, to haue ſpread abroad, either againſttheir co- 
ſcience, orels thorowe a certaine extreame follic and madnes, 
that which the verie enemies: who haue conſpired againſt me 
and the countrey, haue as yetneuer bin ſo impudent,as to ob- 
zie& againſt me : perceauing in deede, that in propounding 
ſach a matter, the brightneſle of the trueth,, woulde diſco- 
ucr the filthineſle of their life. 

* Seeing then, that they place me in ſo goodlie a field, as to 
declare not what I haue done, but what the Eſtates of Holland 
and Zealande haue done, by my ayde and ſeruice,I refuſe not, 
* euen before you my Lordes, and before all the men 1n the 
worlde, to enter into account with them : but alſo, ſith that 
you are the chiefeſt Iudges , of that whiche 1s done in this 
Countrey, it is more than reaſonable, that you ſhould regard 
that, whiche they haue vniuſtly perfourmed , inall the 0- 
ther Prouinces , whileſt that my Lordes the Eſtates of Hol- 
lande, Zealande, and T, did ſtande in ſteede of ſtates and 
hinderaunces, vnto the courſe of their enterpriſes and at- 
temptes. ne | | 

\ Firſt they ſaye, That [praiſed to returne, into Hollande and 
Zealande. Though it were ſo, what other thinge did I, but 


that whiche my ductic required? Andif I dyd enter vyppon 


I ſo good 
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ſa good a foundation, as I haue heretofore laide out, into the 

Countrey with an armie, why {hould I haue made anie ſtaye,, 
to enter into that, which was of myne owne goucrnement, & 

whervnto I was more {worne and bounde,and wherein I hold. 
the chiefeſt deprecs of Honour, amongeſt the Nobilitie ? But 
ſo farre of was I,from attempting ſuch marters,that on the 0- 
ther ſide, I am readie to ſhewe the letters both of the princi- 
pail Gouernours of the townes, and of the principall teownes 
themſelues, by the which 1 was called, for the deliueraunce of 
the countrey, againſt the tyrannie of the Spaniardes, & name-, 
ly ofthe Duke of Alua.And as concerning the promiſes thatT 
made, at my entraunce thereinto,and namely that they aye, . 
that I promiſed the ſaide Eſtates to maintcine them, if the 
Duke of Alua would preſſe them, with the tenth and twentith, 
pennie, ſhall never be founde true, bur this rather,that I came 
the ſeconde time, openly and in armesinto the countrey,thar. 
I might dehuerit, from thattyrannie, whiche then oppreſſed 
them, not onely in reſpe& of the tenth pennie, bur, for a thou-. 
ſandeother ſortes of more than barbarous crueltie, and ſpe-. 
cially, for the great ſlaughter,that the Duke of Aluathe made, 
of the poore inhabitauntes of the ſaid countreis. And as con-. 
cerning thar, that they ſaie, that theeccleſiaſiical Romaniſtes,, 
were perſecuted by-me and driuen from their goodes, and an 


other religion brought in, I neede my Lordes for this no 0- 


ther defence, but that which you your ſelues knowe thereof, 
to wit, thatthe whole chaunge, which 1nſued therevpon, was - 
rather a worke of God, then of men. You knowe, howe often 
Thane bin accuſcd, that did-ouer coldly fer my ſelfe againſt 
the aduerſaries : that I did ſuffer them to: much : and that I 
ſhould be the cauſe of the ruine of the countrey, becauſe I was 


oner ſloweto chaſe them away, and to roote them out . And, 


when thequeſtion was, to ſende ſome of them packing, you 
knowethe duties that I perfourmed, to the ende that euerie 
one might line in peace, and one of them with an other . But 
theEſtates,which atthefirſt, thonghtir fit and profitable, for 
thepreſcruation of the countrey, that both the one and the 0- 
ther rcligion ſhould be tollerated ; learned Wray 

90. Q- 


Parnce Or ORANGE, 


mſolencies, attemptes, and treaſons, of the enemies whiche 
were mingled amongelt vs, thattheir Eſtate was in daunger, 
of an vnavoydeable ruine, vnleſſe they hindered the exercile of 
the Roimane religion : and they perceaued , that thoſe that 
made profeſsion thereof,at the lealt the preeſtes, had taken an 
otheto the Pope, (as they do in cuery place where they come) 
which they preferred betore the othe, they had made to the 
countrey : inſomuch, that in the afſemblic of the Eſtates at 
Leyden, as alſo in the league of the countreys of Holland and 
Zealande, this article was with one conſent agreed vpon, ney= 
ther could rheenemies be ignoraunt of theſe thinges, ſeeing 
that in the treatie heldeat Breda, abour the queſtion of relt- 
g10n (the enemies there propounding this, on their owne be- 
halfe, that that chaunge fell out, by the guiding of certaine 
particular perſons) there was ſhewed vnto them, the conſent 
ofall the townes vndertheir ſeuerall ſeales . And nowe I be- 
ſeeche you,whar bonde coulde there remaine vnto me, ſeeing 
that they,vnto whom I had made a promiſe, did not only dil 
charge me thereof: but they them ſelnes alſo, did cut itin ſun- 
der,breake it, and made it of no force ? And notwithſtifting, 
I will leaue itto the tadgement of the wiſe, whether therein I 
hive done well or euill, This only I ſay, that when fuch things 
were propound24, I deſired them, that they would not pro- 
ceede o farre, and therefore nuuch more, when they did exe- 
cute and perfourme the ſame : whereof not onely my Lordes 
of Hollande and Zealande, bat allo, certaine troubleſome, & 
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waieward perſons, amongelt vs (who alſo haue ſprexd abroad 


againſt me in ſtraung? countreis, their wicked ſpeaches) will 
glue me ſo good a teitimonie,thatT hopeT ſhall not neede anic 
great defence,azain{tſuch accaſations,which being by me de- 
nied as falſe (for ſo they are in deede) I feare not that they ſhal 
be able to yeclde any proofe thereof : leauing itto you ( m 
Lordes) to iudge,howe fooliſhe ſuch anaccuſationi1s, whic 
maie be beaten-backe, with aſimple deniall, and yet notwith- 
ſtanding the greateſt parte of the gaodlie colours, wherewith 
this painter boaſteth that he hath ſet me out, may be quite & 
cleanedefaced, with ſuch aſponge only. Tf they will alieadge, 


2 that 
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thatyet notwithſtanding they, that were driuen out, haue tuſt 
occalion to complaine , becauſe that promiſe was not kept 
with them: I aun(were,that albeit this 1s not directed againſt 
me, yet notwithitading, for the defence of the Eſtates oft Hol- 
lande and Zealande, I will faic this much, that this complaint, 
ſhould haue bur a verie ill foundation, becauſe it is not reafo- 
nable, that any ſuch people ſhoulde enioye a priuiledge, by 
meanes of which they would deliuer the coitrey into the ene- 
mies handes, Their purpoſe was,ta betraie the liues, and the 
of the ſubicRes, and not one or two or three pruuled- 
ges onely,butall the fraunchiſes and liberties, preſerued time 
out of minde, and from age to age, by our predeceſlqurs and 
aunceſtours, 
They add withall, Thar [ haxe procured kbertie of conſcience, 
If they vnderſtande thereby,that I haue made an open way to 
ſuch impieries, as are commonly committed in the houſe of 
the Prince of Parme, where Artheiſtric , and other vertues of 
Rome,are counted but ſporte: I aunſwere, that it is amongeſt 
the heires of the Lord Peter Lewis, where aman mult ſeecke 8& 
finde (uch libertie, or rather vnbnidled licence . Burt I will in 
deede confeſle, that the brightnes of the fiers, wherein they 
baue tormented ſo many poore chriſtians,was neuer deliteful 
ar pleaſaunt to myne eyes, as it hath reioyſed the ſight of the 
Duke of Alua =. Spaniardes: and that haue alwayes bin 
ofthis minde, to wiſhe and procure what I could,thatthe per- 
ſecutions might ceaſe, in the lowe Countreys . I will more- 
ouer confeſle ynto. you, tothe ende, that the enemies maye 
knowe, that they hauc to.doo with one, that ſpeaketh round- 
ke & without anie painting, to witte,thatthe King, when he 
departed our of Zealande, ( whiche was the laſt place that 
helcft in this Countrey) commaunded me, to put to death, 
manic " 65 Lamp ycrtuous people that were ſuſpe&ed to be 
ofthe Religion. Which thing I would not perfourme, but ad- 
 uertiſed them them ſclues thereof, knowing in deede , that 
I could not doo-it with a good and ſafe conſcience, and that - 
I was rather to obeye G © Þ, than man. Let the Spaniardes 
then ſpcake , what they them ſclues ſhall thinke good, I 
| owe 
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knowe that ſundric peoples and nations, whiche are: much 
better then they, who alſo haue learned, that by fire and. 
ſworde, men little or nothing preuayle, would prayſe mee, 
and approue my fa&. $a | 
 'Butſceing that you (my Lordes) together with the generall 
conſent of the people, haue fince that tyme approouedir,in 
condemning the rigour, of the placardes and licences, andin 
cauſin Ng oe executions to ceaſe, I doono whit at all _ 
rxegarde that, which the Spaniardes and their adherentes , da 
murmure and whiſper, concerning the ſame . Neither can I 


ſufficiently wonder art their follic, when they are not aſhamed They 


to obie& vnto me, the murtheringes of the people of their 
Church,ſceing, that not onely they knowe my naturall diſpo- 
ſition, to be altogether eſtraunged from ſuch violences : but 
alſo that you and the whole worlde, doo: veric well knowe, 
that by commaundement and appointement;, ſome,in reſpe& 
of ſuch outrages,as theſe men would charge me withall, were 
ut to death : and other ſome, being of great note and noble 
ouſes, were arreſted , by the principall ſcruauntes of my 
houſholde, and after that they had bin kept priſoners a long 
time, they were not deliuered, but in reſpe&e of the houſe, 
from whence they had this honour, to proceede and come: 
_ the long impriſonment of their perſons being appointed vn- 
to them, for the puniſhment which they had deſerued . . Bur 
that whiche was done by my charge and appointement, is in 
fuch forte knowne to all the worlde, that they are not able, 
eythcrto diſguiſe or darken the ſame, onely ( as they haue ve- 
ric well learned to: ſpeake trueth) that which I haue done ver- 
tuouſlie, they ſaye, that I haue fetgned, thar the thing did 
diſpleaſe me. Burt who hath tolde them that 'I feigned ? 
Or whois he that hath reucaled vnto them ſo: much of my 
ſecreates ? They ſee that which. I haue done, they can not 
zdge my hearte ,, neyther is there ante man {o- malitious, 
( except it be the forger of this writing, or ſome Spaniarde) 
whiche ought not rather to giue iudgement_ vppon that - 
whiche he ſceth, than vppon that, whiche he malitiouſlic 

_ and wickedlie ſulpeRerh. | 
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death of my Lordes of Egmount and of Hornes, he would ſay 
as much, and diſallowe againe the Duke ot. Alua fort. Is not 
this a good meanethinke ye, to diſcharge him ſelte of all faul- 
tes? Bur let themtakewhich parte they will, cather the King 
commaundedit, and then he can, not auoydethe name of a 
tyraunt; orels he commaundedit not., and yet for all that the 


name of atyraunt ſhall remaine ynto him, becauſe he did not, 


chaſtiſe and corre&him , who of his owne pruuateauthonitie,; 
had vſurped ſuch a tyrannie,vppon a franck and free people, 
whereby it appeareth, thathe is culpable thereof. And albeit, 
that I haue alwayes eſteemed the. Duke of Alua, forthe ene- 
mic of the Countrey,.and as one who; hath willingly bathed 
him ſelie in our blood, and in the blood of all Chelllians ©. 
Tying cloſely a Turkiſhe hearte within him : yet fo it 41s, that L 
haue knowne him to well, and: haue bin to to much practiſed, 


to belecue:this, that he ſhould beſo ſottiihe, and ſo prefump; 


tuous; as todare toattempt,tolayevpon the people animpo» _ 


ſition of ſuch conſequence, and topurſue it ſo long time, and 
that by ſuch extraordinarie, yea & altogether inſupportable 
meanes tothe countrey,without good and ſufficient comaun- 
dement direfted ynto-him: therefore, and thatnot once only, 
| butſundrietimes;:T beſceche yau (myi Lordes to weye:this 


well, whether he,thatimhis owne! proper; and priuate name, _. 


durſt condemne, or  fauoure them that 'did condemne, the 
Burgmaſter of Amſtelredam, in fue and twentie thoufande 
Florins of amercement, becauſe he ſex. hin ſelte [againſt rhe 
tenth perinie, wasnot well aſſured, and had not ns dif; 
charge forthe ſamefromhisSuperibr ? Neither neede we(my 
Lordes) any other place'then this, whereby to knowe, the 
fraudes, diſsimulations and craftes,wherewith the King, hath 
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folong a ttme,led and deceaued vs, and yet purpoſcth {ill ta - 
do,it we ſuffer him to wound:vs, with the prick of his tongue, / 


or to atomiſhe vs, with the threatnings of his armics., And bey 
cauſe; he will hane the bruite thereof; ſounded abroad, by rea 
fon of the Townes taken, and ſurprifed in Hollande, towitte, 
within this two; three, or*foure veeres; an4: that with- more 


force then he hath fought againſt'the Tugke withall :.J;aup- 
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ſwere him,that; hating the aduantages whereof he braggeth, 
heought to conſider, whether this tende not to his very great: 
ſhame, that he is altogether drinen out of that Countrey. 
Andit ftandeth him'notin any ſteede,to alleadge,the mutinie 
of the Spaniardes, For aGouernour,and ſpecially ſuch a one: 
as had ſuch great meanes as hee had, docth ſufficientlie be-' 


- wraic his in{ufticiencie & vnworthineſſe to cotmaunde,when 


he1s not able by ſuch meanes, to keepe in obedience his own 
Souldiers : on the other fide, in excuſing him ſelfe ſo fooliſh 
ke,heſcerh whether hewill or no,that he is inforced to con- 
feſſe, that I, and my Lordes ofHollande and Zealandehauving. 
venielender meanes, as namely but foure or five thouſande: 
men, haue broken his attemptes , and cauſed him to conſume. 
—- ſcorethoulande . And whileſt (my Lordes) he thus in: 
Is counttey loſt his time, his men, and his money, he loſt 
Ikewiſe within rwo'monethes,'the Kingdome of Tunis, and 
the Goulerte,with the greateſt ſhame and confuſion, that euer. | 
anic mightie Prince did, yeathough he were dnuen out of his 
owne lande, albeit ſome would laie the faulte hereof, vppon 
the youth of Don Iohn,& vpon the whoredome of the Car- 
dinall. For whileſt he did ſoillimploye his forces here amogſt 
's, Sinam Baſſcha, tooke from him thar Kingdome, and thar 


' fortreſſe, which men uppoſed could neuer haue bin taken: 8 


this he did in theſightof Spaine and of Sicilia, without that 


-encranic of the Kings fide, durſt ſo muchas ſhewe his head, to. 


fighr againſt him,/oronelyto turnehimaſide, And yer, if he 
had no regardeto the good of Chriftendome{ which in deed 
he neuer had, as witnefſeth the painted league that he made; 
which alſo coſt the Venetiansſo- much) nor reſpe&to his own 
honour, at theleaſt,the memorieand nameof the Emperour 
his father, (who did littleor nothing regarde, all his notable 
decdesand feates of armes.,in reſpett of that conqueſtYought 
tohane moued and thruſt him forwarde., with 4 noble and 
carneſt deſire, wiſclytohauc mainteyned that,which the Em- 

ceronr his father had ſo valiauntly conquered for him and all 
Bitiſtcndo e. / Bur the rage and furic todeſtroye vs, which 
caicd him awaic,zouke both his cycs from him, that he could 
9131 ; not 
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not ſce that cuill, and his vnderſtanding alſo that he could nor 
diſcerne it, he loving ouermuch to 55% proote, rather of his 
weakenes againit his owne proper people then of his forces,a- 
gainſt the common and vnuerſall enemie of Chriſtendome. 
This (my Lordes) is that which he obic&eth againſt me, & 
which alſo fell out, before our generall conjunction, and ioy=- 
ning together. Wherevnto (1t may be) it was not altogether 
neceſſarie to aunſwere, ſauing thatit is requitite, not onely to 
ſatisfie you, bur alſo to ſtoppe their mouthes, and to make all 
the worldeto vnderſtande their impudencies and ſlaunders. 
For,it the queſtion were, but of that which cocerneth your ſel= 
ues, and thoſe whiche heretofore were on our ſide, who haue 
notwithſtiding, verie euelly and without any cauſe, withdraw- 
en them ſelues from vs: : you,and thoſe with you, hauc hereto- 
fore ſufficiently declared, that you had a farre berter opinion 
of me, For firlt,the accorde treated of by you, with me & my 
Lordes of Hollande and Zealande,at Gaunt ,hath ſufficientlic 
zuſtified me, ſeeing thatif you had ſuppoſed. meto.be ſnch-a 
one;as this infamous Proſcription delcribeth me, you neyther 
would nor could haue entered into treatie with me: beſi de, fo 
many honorable embaſſages, as you ſince that time haue ſent 
ynto me,to $ .Gheertrudenberghe, and cuen yet to Antwerp, 
both to cauſe me to come into Brabant, and to cauſe me to 
come vntoyou to Bruxelles, that I might be aſsi{taunt with 
you in Counſell : and alſo, that yee did honour me with the 
title of Lieutenaunt generall: All theſe things I ſaye,doo ſufti- 
ciently declare, what is the opinion and iudgement thar yee 


haue had,of all theſe falſe and frinoulons accuſations, whiche 


_ thing alone, ſuppoſe, to be oner ſufficient and ſtrong to con- 
fute them. 
| Bur let vs nowe ſee, howe before that time, they'on their 
 behalfes gouerned them ſclues, with what pride, inſolencie, 
_anddiſdaine of our whole nation. Iwillnot repeate, the per- 
iuries and deceites of the Dutcheſle, nor of the King, in the 
'behalfe of my Lordes the Counties of Egmount and of 
Horne, nor the baites and allurementes,which they prepared 
| for me,nor yet generally thatwhich fel out before the ww - g 
| | ot the 
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ofthe Duke of Alua, but that onely whiche was done after« 
wardes, vntill the tune ot our generall coniunction and joy- 
ningtogether,tothe ende, that as the remembraunce of the 
miſchietes and grietes paſt; (hallbring vnto you pleaſure and 
contentement, and the {ame (as I hope) vnto me, who with 
fome delite hane ayded you theiin : ( that by the ſame you 
will more and more {trengthen your (clues , in this reſolutiong 
which'ts both holie,and worthic of 1inmortall prayſe, & which 
_ alſo haue taken vpon you, that is, to oppoſe and {ct your 
{clues againſtthe Spaniardes and their adherentes . Nowe, as 
well the faide Duke of Alua,as thoſe that commaunded vnder 
himand after him, haue ſufficiently made vs to vnderſtande, 
what was at all times the counſell of Spaine, to wit,to roote vs 
out, and ro bring vs into bondage . For, as Hanniball, cuen 
when he was bur nine yeeres olde did (weare, by the altar of 


- his goddes, that he would beal his life long, anenemictothe 


Romanes: ſowas this Duke of Alua,from his childhood nou- 
riſhed, and brought vp, in an vnreconcilable hatred againſt 


this countrey;which, by ſo much blood as he hath ſpilt, could 


as yet neuer be ſatisfied, but ſo much the more hath he cauſed 
itto runne out on enenie ſide, in all the Townes of this Coun- 
trey,yea (o farre forth, that: he hath cauſed to be put to death 
(whichrthing alſo he him ſelfe bragged of ) eightene thouſand 


52464 innocent men and more , and that by the handes of the 
Han 


ginan or tormentor, andyet for all that, that cruell luſt of 
his,could neuer beſatisfied. So that if any would knowe,what 
are the priuie counſells of Spaine: what is the Kings good wil, 
and howe much he loueth vs, he ſhall finde it all deciphered & 


_ {rtouriin the bloodie deedes of the Duke of Alua,as tfit were 


elly purto death, without any reſpeR,cither to their innocen- 


ſet out before his eyes, and liuely paintedin atable of painters 
worke. For there hath not bin any kinde of diſsimulation, 
treuon, and vnfaithfulnes, which he hath nor vſed, that hee 
might bring vnder his ſubieRion and ſeruice, the principall 
Lordes of this Countrey, and that by offers, promiſes,8& newe 
edes of Honour, beſtowed vpon them . Bur, the good & yer- 
ruous people, that he could ger into his handes, he hath cru- 


ce, 
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cie, or to the priuiledges of the countrey,and yet nothingwas 
done, but by the Kings commaundement. He committed the 
like, againſt the Citezens and good Marchauntes, ſo proudly 
treding vnder feete, our auncient liberties and freedomes,yea 


euery thing,that was remayning amongelt vs of the glorie of 


our aunceſtours,that it ſcemed that he thought, that you were 
atno hande worthie to be reckoned, in the number of men, 
And where is it,thart we can haue a more certaine and playne 
roofe, and that ſo open, that it is (as it were) in the ſight and 
þcholding of all Chriſtendome, concerning this matter, and 
withall, of his vnſupportable contempt and di{daine of all 
theſe coirets, then in that proude,ambirious, profane,heath- 
niſhe,and withall fooliſhe ſetting vp of his owne Image, in the 
middeſt of the Cittadell at Antwerpe, going impudently ypon 
the bellies of the Noble men, oi the Eſtates,and of all the peo- 
ple of this countrey? Was not this thinke you, a notable mo- 


nument of his tyrannie, and a teſtimonie of his pride ? What . 


ſhall I neede to ſpeake of his ſeruauntes,and of all that vermin 


that came out of Spaine-, who ſpake ot vs, not as it were of 
Villacos (as they vſe to ſay) or villaines, but euen as it were of : 
brute bealtes? You (my Lordes) haue euen as yet youreares, | 
altogether beaten with ſuch matters, and you are. able to ſer | 
out their geſtures, their proceedinges, their wordes full of 


boldneſſe, of pride,and of contempt : allo their vnſupporta- 
ble aces, and howe when they were within your townes,with 
what pride and inſolencie they did commaundeyou. Where- 


fore,it that be true which wile men report, that, for the vnder- 


ſtanding ofthe naturall diſpoſition of a Lorde or Noble man, 
men muſt ex1mine him by his friendes and familiars : and for 
the knowledge of a mailter,men muſt ſift his ſeruauntes : you 
may (ray Lordes) by the vertues of the Duke of Alua,his ma- 
ſters principall officer and the executor of all his counſels,ca- 
ſely iadge,what good afteRion and wil,the King beareth you, 
who ſent him ro you, ro torment you : and al{o ye may knowe 
what yee ought to looke for, vnleſſe yee pronide for itin time, 
(as in deede yee ought) which thing alſo,all the good people 
of this lande lookefor at your handes. 
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Twill ſpeake nothing;of the rauiſhings, raunſomes, and ex. 
ations commitred by the Spaniardes, I wil oncly ſtaie ny ſelf 
ypon the principall point. Yee could neuer yet tell, howe to 
obraine a free atſemblie, of the Eltates, generall, your enemis 
verie wel knowing, that,to hinder the calling together & mee- 
ting of them, was in deede to cut of by the toote, the tree of 
'your priuiledges,and vtterly to drie vp the ſpring of your li- 
ertie. For, to whatende ſerueth it the people, to haue priui- 
_— in faire parchement, kept vp1n a coter, it by the meane 
ofthe Eſtates, thoſe priuiledges be not mainteined,and ſomen 
feele the effe&es thereof? And in deede long time before,the 
King him ſelfe had receaued adiſpenſation from the Pope, for 


neral, ever 


The King 


_ takcth 2 dif the othe which he had made vnto you, to keepe your priailed= 
penfation 4 


ges. Wherein he did not onely violate and break his faith:but 


Pope.for alſo did oucreaſely, yea verie |urttully belecue, foolithe coun- 
: his othe {ellours, whereby he to to manifeſtly declared, howe great his 
| made achis ; os, 
| gldfome One wiſedome was. For,might he not verie well vnderſtand, 
eatraunce, that,counting him ſelf free from the othe,which he had made 
to you, you alſo were freed and quitt from your othe towards 
him ? In ſo much, that he, minding to bevnburdened of his 
othe towardes you, you ought not vnto him, any obedience 
and ſubie&ton. That I may at this time ſay nothing, but leaue 
it vnto others more exerciſed in ſach matters than I,ta handle 
this queſtion, whether the Pope may 1uſtlie vaunt,thathe hath 
Inj tack wer and authoritie, yea or no : and whether anie 
thingin \ world,ſhall remaine certaine and ſure, it othes ſo 
ſolemnely made,may, vnder ſuch a pretext and cloake, be vin- 
lated and broken. Atthe ſame time,mariages made out of the 
countrey;were wholy forbidden, and that whiche was neuer 
practiſed,was prohibited, to wit,that youth might not go out 
of the countrey, to ſtudic inany other ſchoole of the worlde, 
_____ þutinthatatRome: and condemning by that meanes,all o- 
The {choles ther ſchooles ( whiche is an ouer great arrogancie) they did 
" + _ , condemne (fo vnwane they were) cuenthoſe of the Ieſuites, 


i | Þidds, ſauc withoutthinking ame whit of them : and ſo ( whiche is -in 


that of HQdeedethe worſt) they opened a waye, to veric barbaroaſnes. 


hath 


. |  *$Parnen Or Onanen” 


hath brought forth vnto ys in this Countrey, ſundrie perſons 
well qualihed, who haue greatly innobled theſe Prouinces z 
ſo this interdiction and forbidding, could not but in proceſle 
of time cauſe, a more than Turkithe ignoraunce, that I maye 
faye nothing of this, that by that meanes, they would make 
this Countrey ſubie&, ro ſuch coditions as neuer were heard The publie 
of. About the ſame time, the Councell of Trente was pu- $n%0106 
bliſhed, which Councell hath ſeemed, enen to the Frenchmen rear, 
them ſelues, ſo vniuſt, that euen-vnto thus daye,it could not as 

yet be publiſhed,in the kingdome of Fraunce. 

- Alintlewhile before thistime, there was egerlie purſued, 

and at the laſt obteyned, the inſtalling of the newe qa, 7-4 


I - 
whiche had bin ſo long tyme before debated, 'by reaſon of — 
Ro Ir Y 

the inconueniences, which all wiſe people, and louers of the age. 
Countrey, and haters of the rourmenting of mens con{ci- 
ences, did foreſee, would inſte thereyppon : which thing al- 
ſol my ſelfe, write euenvnto the King : that I may ſaye no- 
thing, of tac warninges, that I gaueto the Dutcheſle, fome- 
time in open counſel], and oftentimes els where : all theſe 
their purpoſes, tending to no other ende, but to ſet vpp the 
cruell Inquiſition of Spaine , and to eſtabliſhe the fayde 
Biſhoppes, that they might ſerue , in ſteede of Inquiſitours, 
burners of mens bodies , and tyrauntes ouer their conſct- 
ENCES. 

Tris true, that at this daye they denie, that euer they menc 
to bring in, this curſed Inquiſition, bur, if 1 bring forth vn- 
to them a man worthie of creditt, who was at that tyme 2 
Penſioner of Franck, and who had the racke twiſe ſhewed 
him, to be tormented 'vppon it, that he might confeſſe, who 
they were of the Lordes of the ſaide Franck, whic!1 were pur- 
poſed torcfuſe the Inquiſition: will they faie that he is a for- 
ged witneſſe, who yet notwithſtanding is ſuch a one, as they 
arenotable toobieXany thing againſt him ? And beſide, if 
need were,] could finde inough other, plaine, & moſtmanifeſt | a 
proofes. There followed the moſt rigorous placardes & licen- jjccnces res 
ces,with expreſſe comaundement, to abate nothing of the old nevyed, - * 
rigor ; and verily the bul graated by the Pope, for the erection " 

K 3 otthe 


Tan Arotootn Or: Tag 


ofthelaide Bilhoppes, docth plainlic carie with-it 'this muclz 
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his conqueſt (for this was his common ſpeache, to witte; thax 


thareuery Biſhopp, might gue in us owne Cathedral church, 
two prebends: that cuery one of the Canons, thould be boud, 
to a(silt him in the matterof the Inquiſition : and that parti- 
cularlic, two amongeſt them, thould actually, and in deede be 
Inquiſitours. And as Princes or tyrauntes,which poſſefſe new 
Kingdonies or Lord(hippes, do laye yppon them a tribute, in 

eof their vicorie : ſo the Duke ot Alua, in teſtimonie of 


theſe countreis, apperteyned to the King, not in title, or by 
right or patrimonee, bur as being conquered, by armour and 
weapons) then I ſaie, to theende he might make all the world 
to vnderſtande the condition, wherevnto he had made ſubie& 
this countrey, helaide vpon the people, by the commaunde- 
ment of his Maiſter, the perpetuall payment of the tenth pen- 
nic, without the conſent of the Eſtates,without the conſent of 
the Townes & Prouinces,and he reſolued with him ſelfe & his 
people,to execute the ſame by force. Inſomuch,that whe he vn 
deritood;that certaine noble & couragious harts, began to be 
moued,euen at the verie houre ( yeſee my Lordes,howe great 
Gods prouidence is)when he receaued newes of the taking of 
the Briele, he was reſolued,to put to death,the ſame night the 
principal ym4, FR and Citizens of Briinclles, becante. that 
they ſetthem {clues againſt this impoſitio, which was violent- 
lic publiſhed againſt their priuiſedges. The Hangman,named' 
Maiſter Charles, was conimaunded to haue in a readines, ſe- 
uenteene halters,and certaine ladders of ten or twelue foote 
hie : the ſouldiers were vp in armes: Don Frederico,came into 
the houſe, of Viglius the Preſident, to conclude the ſpeache of 
the codemnation, when theſe happic newes,againſt the good 
Burgeſſes and Citizens of Bruxelles, arrived there. The Licu- 


_ tenaunt ofthe Amman,was one of them, thatſhould haue bin 


tro death, becauſe he refufed to execute them, that ſet them 
clues againſt theſe attemptes, and in deed the Duke of Alua, 
mentto keepe the promiſe with them, which but alittle while 
before, he had ſpoken vnto him, ſaying : By this * if you will 


_notdoit, I will cauſe youto be hanged. And moreouer, the 


Iudges 


44 


'comprehended therein, Butwhat? T 
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Tudges are knaues, It is ſufficient that whiche I commaunde 


you. 'And I confeſle,thatat the ſame time,] being againe pro- 


uoked, as well by ſundrie good people, as by myne owne oth, 
came apaine theſeconde tune with an armie, of whiche expe- 
dition I will ſate no more at this tzyme, becauſe there is none a- 
mongeſt you, but he knoweth, what then were, and what yet 
at this preſent are, the cuentes and ſuccefles thereof , Nowe 


then (my Lordes) if it pleaſe you on the one ſide , toconſider, 


that which the Duke of Alua did, before that this warre, was 
begunne : what 1uſt occaſions he gaue me, and the Eſtates of 
Hollande and Zealande,to haue our recours to armes: and al- 
fo that, which he and the great Commandador did, vntyl the 
day of the reuolting and rebellion of the Spaniardes : and on 
the other (ide, to waie, howe ſince that time, I have guided & 
gouerned my ſelfe, I refuſe not tomakeye Iudges thereof,and 
to giue yee leaue to determinethereof, as yee your {clues (hall 
thinke, conuenient and meete . But yee haue alreadie futtic1- 
ently declared, what yee thinke thereof, by the pacification of 
Gaunt, by the expulſion of Don Iohn, and by ſo many aces 
and teſtimonies, that I neede not to haue any more, yea cuen 
by this, that yee would not diſcharge me, of my oftices and 
C __ although that verie oftentimes I requeſted the ſame 
of you. 

Nowe I will come to that, whiche in the feconde place they 
rouche, in their cruell Profcription, to wit, that,which follow- 


edthe time, wherein the Spaniardes were declared rebels,and 
enemies to the countrey. 


About that time (my Lordes) there was treated and con- 
<uded the Pacihcation of Gaunt, and that with ſo great 10ye 
and contentement of the people, yea and of all the Proum- 
ces, both generally and particularly, that no man aliue,1s adle 
toremember the like. | 

Euerie one may remember, the muruall promiſes of triend- 
ſhippe, of intellizences, partaking of counſel}, and ſuch like 
them ſelues,who 2t- 
terwardes did make manifeſt, the great and inveterate hatred 


of their heart, and were notwithitanding of the number of 
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viedamogſt 
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thoſe, which treated of the ſame matter with my Deputies; & 
withthem of Hollande and Zealande : they I {ay,intreating 
| thereof, did ouerthwartty caſt againſt it, all the hinderaunces 
thar poſsiblie they could, to cauſe it to die, betore it came ro 
penes : which thing, without controuerſie, they had obtey= 
ned, if they had not teared to fall into daunger, & it the peo- 
ple, and all the Prouinces ( who perceaued, and ſawe betore 
- hande afarre of, thatthis pacification, ſhould be the ground- 
worke of their libertic, and the reſtitution of their auncient 
priuiledpes) had nor, as it were with one voice, inforced them 
to conclude the ſame. And, becauſe (my Lordes) often tinies 
in this execrable Proſcription, and in their little, fooliſhe, dif- 
famatoric libelles, and ſecretletters, they obie& vnto me, that 
| Thane violated and brokenthe ſame : Let vs ſee, howe they on 
. their behalfe, haue mainteyned and keptit. It was noſooner 
- confirmed by -othe,but that the Lordeof Haulsi, according to 
your commaundement, made {undrie voyages into Zealande 
of Haul, « £2 Me;that he mightobteine ſuccour of men , and munitions 
ſentinto Of warre, forthe ſiedge of the Caſtleof Gaundt, one of the 
' Zealand to meſtes, of the Spaniſke crueltie, which thing he alſo obteyned. 
— demabd fuc 1 1certaineman, vnworthie of his ſtock, and of his Coun- 
- cour cf the 2? . < 
L. Prince, Trey, could not conteine hin1 ſelte,but at the ſame time began 
- Forthe ſiege to vomite his venim, charging with a faulte the ſaide Lord, in 
of the cafile 'recopence of ſo good a ſeruice, & which was in deede the very 
I. pate,to thelibertie of the Countrie and Countie of Flaunders, 
and namelyof the towne of Gaunt, whiche had bin ſo lohg 
time before, keptvnder by tyrannie : and it was a matter of 
no greataccount, to the {aide Sweueghen, to the Countie of 
_ Reus, Mouqueron, and others, that the Spaniardes, yet all 
6; bloodie with the murtherof Antwerp, & laden with the ſpoy- 
K-11 les, of good Burgeſſes and Citezens, ſhould perfourme a like 
execution in the Towne of Gaunt, as they had committed in 
the moſtrenoumned town of Antwerp: which thing alſo they 
had executed and performed, (as the letters of Rhoda and 0- 
thers,do ſufficiently proue) had nor the. ſaide ſuccour hinde- 
redthem. MarkeIpray you, howe that euventhen when the 
- . Trumpetfſounded, for to publilke the Pacitication of Gaunr, 


The Lorde 


theſe 
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thelc honeſt people began to breake the ſame. Hereypon Don 


lohn arrined in theſe Countreys; and albeit that mine enenue the coming 
would here playe the fallifier, and alter the nuatter : haue not 1 of Do loha 


yet theletter iigned with the Kings owne hande,and with the 


hande of one ot the Secretaries ot his citate, & ſcaled with the 


ſeale of his armes, whiche yeelde teſtimonie concerning the 
charge and commilsion gtuen to Don Tohn ? Haue not they 
bin publiſhed ro all the world 2 Was there yet euer any Spani- 
arde tounde, that dur{t contend againlt him ? By thole letters 
we haue knowne,that all the difference, betweene Don Tonn, 
the Duke of Alua, and Lewis of Requelens was this, that he 
was more young,and more foolithe,than the others, and that 
he could not ſo long time hide his venime, diflemble his at- 
temptes,& withhold his greedic handes, from the delire that 
he had, to wett and wathe them in our blood . Iwill not (my 
Lordes) make ia this place any recitall of theſe matters vnto 
you, for they are knowne ynto litle children,and all'the land, 
15 as itwere,watered therewith. Albcit then that theſe things 
were {et out before the whole worlde : and albeit that the pa- 
Cifiers knewe and ynderſtood the ſame : Notwirhſtanding the 


inueterate hatred towardes this poore people was ſo great ({o 


much were they accuſtomed,;to aidethem that oppreſled your 


pOnnnges ,and to ſubject them ſelues to tyrannie, was euen 
ecome altogethernaturall vnto them )that enen like horſe- 
leaches,foming with rage, they themſelues came to launce the 


{clues,vpon the thorne of the bloodic hart of Don Tohn, and 
agreed with him, againſt mine aduiſe, and the aduiſe of them 
of Hollande and Zealand, and againſt their owne othetaken, 
againſt rhe pacification of Gaunt, and yet theſe men dare 0b- 
ie vnto me the pacitication and mine othe, as though thoſe 
bandes had bin prepared, onely to ſhakel me, and my Lordes 
of Hollande and Zealande,whileſt that thoſe good and loyall 
peacemakers, hauing broken all bond of lawes, of loyaultie, 
and of fidelitie, might haue libertie to perpetrate, commur, 
and doo, whatſoeuer their diſloyall harte, ſhoulde put them 
in minde of . They will ſaye, that they cauſed Don Tohn 
to promiſe, that the Spaniardes ſhould R_ ; As tough 
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that all our agreement and league, conſiſted in that onely 
point. Burt before they had cocluded with Don Iohn, ſhould 
not they haue placed me, in my gouernementes, and put me 
in poſſeſsion of my goodes, and reſtored me my Sonne, who 
was one of the number of the priſoners ? Haue they ſo much 
as onely thought vpon ir, though that ſundrie amongeſt them 
were kinne vnto him ? No whitt at all in deede. For they had 
a farre other marke, which thing they them ſelues did ſuffici- 
ently declare, by ſo many conſultations as they made, that 
they might at the length finde out a way to oppreſle me, and 


_ to bring Hollande and Zealande vnder ſubieQion, —_— 


that at the ſame time, Tyet onely, and the Eſtates of the ſaide 
Countreis,were they which did openly hinder their pernitious 
purpoſes,which was,to enter in the place of the Spaniardes,to 
exerciſe the like tyrannic that the Spaniards had done, bur yer 
as they thought , with more power and authoritie, and alſo, 
that they might remaine1n their own Colttreyes with greater 
impunitie , Concerning this matter, I referre my ſelfe to the 
577 90H given to thoſe which came to treate with me, at 
Saint Geertrudenberghe, whiche I will bring to light, if need 
be thereof. _ 

At the ſame time, they ſent to the Queene of Englande, 
that they might fill hir with al fatſe matters againſt me,and al- 
ſo moue hir to arme hir ſelfe againſt me and my Lordes, the 
Eſtates of Hollande and Zealande : But the knowledge that 
ſhe had of the trueth, and the ſingular wiſedome, wherewith 
ſhe isindued, made hir to take a cleane contrarie reſolution, 
then that which they hoped of , To be ſhort, they deuiſed as 
-much ae they could, to execute and perfourme againſt vs, the 
ſame practiſes that the Spaniardes had done, and this (my 
Lordes)was the obſeruation of the Pacification of Gaunt, that 

theſe men vſedenen from the beginning. Andas concerning 
the Spaniardes, which Don Iohn told them he had ſent away, 
they ſawe (at the leaſt if they had anie vnderſtanding , though 
neuer ſo little , for they wanted not aduertiſement and intel- 
ligence) that ſomieſtayedin Luxembourgh, other ſome 1n Bur 


.gundie, and other fome in Fraunce, ynder the ſhadowe of wo 
caule 


PrerInNes Or ORaNnGE. 


cuile warre, which was at that time raiſed vp in Fraunce, loo- 


king onely tor their watchwoorde, that they might returne a- 


gaine1n an inſtant, whiche thing alſo they did . Beſide this, 
they knew,that Don Iohnreteined with him foureteene thou- 
{ande Germanes, of the old ſouldiours, which he kept in gar- 
r1{on,in the principall Townes of the Countrey : that at Ma- 
lines, hetreared with the ſaide Germanes : that he ſpake one 
thing to them, and another thing to you my Lordes : and did 
in the meane while, take the Caſtle of Antwerp, from the pow- 
er of the Duke of Acrſchot, and of the Prince of Chimai his 
{onne, and left it in the handes of Treſlon . They {awe faye, 
theſe thinges,and did notwithſtanding ayde and tauour him 
therein, and yet they will ſay that they kept the Pacification of 
Gaunt. For, as concerning that whiche mine enemues aye, 
that Don Iohn {ware vnto it, I confefle further, that the King 
him ſelfe promiſed, it ſhould be obſerued, which maketh him 
ſo much the more vanquiſhed, for euen at the ſame time, he 
'commaunded Don Iohn to breake it,as appeareth by his own 
letters. 

And as concerning Don Iohn, true it is, that he promiſed 
and (ware , to {ce the ſame perfourmed, bur that was with 
a condition, which he ſpake of before hande, in the preſence 
euen of ſome of your Deputies, whiche ſhould be added, to 
witt, that it ſhould be kept vntill ſuch time,as he repented him 
thereof, which condition fell out verie quicklie afterwarde. 
For, this young man, ſuppoſing that he was atthe topp of his 
buſineſſe, and that he had in his handes (by reaſon of the gar- 
riſons of Germains, and ſundrie traytours taking parte with 
them) the beſt Townes, tooke (but yet not without doing,an 
vuworthie iniurie to the 
Namure, a place which he thought was verie fitt and neceſſa- 
rie,for the Spaniardes to go hal come, But ſo ſoone, as the 
Caſtle of Antwerpe,was by copoſition yeelded vp vnto you,he 
founde him ſelfe farre from his reckoning , which cauſed him 
at one time to loſe, manie friendes, who began euen than to 
chaunge their copic and countenaunce : and Don Tohn was 
thereby made, ſo perplex and doubttull, 2p he had no other 
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conucuicnt, that the chaunge ſhould be made, you hauec as 
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fuccour, bur this, that,hauing corrupted {ome of your owne 
Deputies,he might protra& the time, and butic you, with a 
painted hope of peace. And I would to God, that at that time, 
yee (my Lordes) had not bin hindered, by thee good obſcr- 
uers of the Pacthcation of Gaunt, trom belecuing my counſel, 
for then, by a verie {mall armie, we might haue bin quitt and 
ridde of Don Iohn, of his Spaniardes and adherentes,and of 
fo many miſenes, as ſince hane inſited. I would then yet fur- 
ther knowe, in this place (my Lordes) whether Don Iohn did 
then keepe this Pacification , & his Vnion {oſolemnely {worne 
Cas they ſaic) which he had made, with theſe tauourers of the 


Spaniardes. And why ſhall he come to vpbraide me with the 


Pacification of Gaunt, which yet hath cauſed this to be decla- 
redynto vs, by the Lorde of Selles, that he would not keepe 
it ? Shall he ro my hurt, entoyea pruuledge, which he him ſelf 
renounceth and torſaketh 2? And when we haue faide all, it is 
not with him, that I, and the Eſtates of Hollande and Zea- 
lande, haue contraRed and accorded, but itis with you ( my 
Lordes.) Now,if after ſo many breaches of the Pacification, 
and that in ſuch ſundrie fortes : it after that contrarie to the 
faide Pacihicatio, they haue deſtroyed the Townes,where they 
could exerciſe their tyranous gouernement, and the beſt Bur- 


 geſſes and Citezens thercin, alleadging againſt them falſe and 


wickedthinges : It then I-laye, atter theſe thinges, you (my 
Lordes) haue jindged, that tor your owne ſuretie, you ought 
to inlarge ſome of the artictes, yea andif neede were,that you 
were minded, altogether to breake, cutin ſunder, and renoke 


them : who is he that could accuſe you therefore, If yee haue 


vicd tharwhich was your owne, as you your ſelues thought it 
conuenient for your owne profit, vnleſle it be he,which would 


wie his owne othe, as anettand ſnare to catche you in ? 


For as concerningthat whiche they ſay,that the chaunge hath 
bin on my behalfe: though that were true,yetſoitis,thatT am 
no more bounde, in reſpe& of the contraours with me,ſee- 
ing that they haue ſo manie wayes , violated and broken the 
contrafte it ſelfe : and ſeeing that on your part,it was thoughr 


much 


PrerIncne Or OnanGE., 


mich authoritic and power to diſpoſe thereof, as a Lord hath 
right in his own inheritaunce : forthe Pacification WAS YOurs, 
which alſo you might vſe,at your own pleaſure and diſcretion, 

But I haue ſo often times, both by worde and writing de- 
clared, nothing to be broken on our partes, that I ſhall not 
neede to beſtowe anic more time, to ſctt out the ſame vnto 
you-; Onely I will confeſſe th is,that they of Hollande and Zea- 
Jande were in deede forbidden, toinnouate or chaunge aniec 
thing in that countrey : butthat the other Eſtates, mightnot 
in their Prouinces, by ſome lawefull condition , prouide for 
their ſafetie, it will neuer be founde that there was as yet anic 
ſuch obligation or bonde : whiche thing may be maniteſtlie 
ſeene and knowne, by the reading of the eleuenth and the 
twelueth Article, Andin deede , pon the making of the ſaide 
Pacification, as one of thole which were Deputies on our (ide, 
did declare vnto ſome one of the principall perſons of the os 
ther ſide, that ſome ſuch matter might tall out, and that rher- 
fore it was better, to accorde ſome libertie, for the poore {ub- 
zeces of the Prouinces , whole cauſes they handled , and for 
whom they were to make agreement : ſo {ome other aunſwe- 
red him againe,that he needed not take care for ſuch matters, 
and that thoſe of Brabant, Flaunders, and the other Coun- 
treis, would not at any time demaunde a chaunge in the mat- 
ter of Religion. Nowe, it they haue bin deceaued, what cauſe 
isthere for them ſo furioullie; to direc the (clues againſt mie? 
- T giue them alſo the ſame aunſs ere, inre{pecte of the chaunge 
- which fell out,in certaine Townes of my gouernenet,for I can 
| Indeed 2ffure me before God, that hauenor cen any aduiſe 
- or conſent thereta:and that many things fel outther,as alſo in 
: Flanders,which pleaſed menowhit at all : and I do defende ir 
- againſt the that if there haue bin, ſome ſouldiarlike infolencie 
' & rviolce. thatthat was nothing, but (weete ſmelling roles, in 
\ reſpeR of the intolerable excciles which the haue omitted: 
nd alſo atthe lealt,that we haue not had on our parte, any n- 
© Aidelitie or treaſon, or intelligence with the Spaniardes, as our 
enimies on their parte haue had. For haue not they, againſt 
their Zaith & promiſe, with an-armed power begunne a varre, 
| y L 3 _ 
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and aſſaulted their confederates, when we were, within tw 00 
dayesreadic to giue battaile to our enemies ? Haue not they 
purſued the execution of their coplott and con{piracie againlt 


wvarr of the 


' Malc$tents Their confederates, and declared their detedtion and falling as 


|  wyvhen they 6 7 | | 
| overereacic ſieged ? Was there euer anie deteltable and vile a& in the 


d towne of Maeſtricht was be- 


eventhen, way,at that time,when the Go 


wvithin 2, Worlde, and isit notthis? Euen then, when you your (clues 


| gayes,o looked for the forces and powers of your conftederates,to ſuc- 


| _ enueaway coura good Towne beſieged, with which they were entred in- 
I 1; Soc league : and hich chey could not 1n any ſorte, 
- eyther wrongfully or rightly complaine : Euen thenI ſay,they 
did not onely deſtitute and torſake you , but alſo made warre 
ypon you,and that as whotly and as fiercely as they coulde. 
The ſtories report, that Suftetius was drawen 1n peeces with 
foure horſes, becabſe he ſtirred nor, but only looked on,when 
Tullus Hoſtilins his confederate, tought the tielde : then what 
Gibbettes, and what puniſhmentes can a man deuiſe, whiche 
* might be ſufficient to corre, this vntaithtulneſle and treaſon? 
And whoſe treaſon ? Thoſe (my Lordcs) who before had laide 
their handes,vpon the Countie of Manstelt, Viglius, Fonc. AC 
ſonuille,Berti, and others of the Councell of Eſtate, then whe 
I was not ſo ſtraitely bounde vnto them, as finceI hane bin, & 
- was not yetcomeinto Brabant : Thoſe I ſay, that by ſuch lay- 
ing handesypon them, had giuen all the world to vnderſtand, 
what indgementes they had concerning the King & his coun- 
faile : Leauing it to you (my Lordes) to 1ndge,what great con» 
ſideration, there is in ſuch people,that whileſt we make warre, 
' they can not foreſee, that they ſharpen the {wordes of thoſe, 
whom they had take priſoners, to take away their own heads. 
They will ſay, that I haue not ſhewed my ſelfe to be an enemie 
againſt them of our fide,who haue paſſed the boundes ſet the. 
Verely I haue not approuecd the excefle of any, but doo they 
thinke that I am ſo vnwarie, as that for to ſhewe them a plea- 
' fare, Iwill open a gapp to the deſtruction of the Countrey,and 
. fo make Eſcouedo a prophet ? Haue they cuer heard that a 
wiſe father,for the contentement of his enemie:', would ſeeke 
" the ruyne of his children ? Nay rather this is his dutic,to - 
rect the 


* 


PerIncne Or ORANGE, 


re& the faultes,and in amending of them,to labor the preſer- 
uation of his familie and houſholde. 

But Bours, Montigni,and others, doo not they knowe the 
duties that I haue performed, to eſtabliſh euery thing in good 
order ? Haue they torgotten the Articles, agreed vppon, cuen 
ſuch as they them (clues demaunded,& which ſince that time, 
they haue broke againſt their othe? It is then rage, follie,am- 
bition, hatred againſt the religion, & deſire to goucrne, which 
hath caried away their heartes,and toſſed them as it were with 
madnes : and which hath firſt moued them : and which ſince 
that time they haue couered, with the cloake of the Pacificati- 
on of Gaunt. For I knowe (my Lordes ) howe hardly they 
were diſtreſſed, and what labor they tooke, to cloake and co- 
lour their enterprife, and that a ſimple Captaine, did in this 
coun _ open a gappe vnto them, who was immediatelic fol- 
lowed. : 

I knowe,that ſundrie wil thinke ita newe & ſtraunge thing, 
that children of fo good a houſe, rfſuing from ſuch fathers, 
ſhould ſo farre forgert them clues, as to heape vp ſuch repro- 
ches ypon their owne ſtock : yea ſome I thincke will thincke ir 
-ynbelecuable, that euer there coulde be founde,ſuch great in- 
conſtancie in them : and for myne owne part,I can not chuſle, 
but be greatly ſorie for it, by reaſon of the good will anſt reue- 
rece, which I hane borne to their fathers: and the deſire which 
Thaue had to ſee them aduaunced,in al vertue, honour and re- 
putation (which thing they might haue atteyned, if they had 
onely learned to forbeare but alittle while, and to beare ſome 
part of the miſerie of their countrey) and I would yet in deede 
deſire, that they might become ſo wife, that by a good repen- 
taunce,they might amende the taultes paſt . But to the ende, 
that T may not ſpeake,of ſundrie their particular actions, whi- 
che are not come to the ſight of al the world,and are notwith- 
ſtanding full of inconſtancie and lightnes : if we come to con- 
fider that which euery one knoweth, and is laide out before 
theeyes of all the world, whois he that can ſufficiently inough 
maruelle, at the inconſtancie and vaninie of their reſolutions ? 
They ſ{crued the Duke of Alua, and the great CE 
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_ asferuamtes or pages;ahd they made warre againſt me, with 


all extremitie : a little while afterwards, they treated with me, 


 andreconciled them (elues, and then (lo) they were the Spa- 


niardes enemies', Don Iohn caine, they tollowe him, they 
ferac him, and they indeuour and practiſe my deltrudion. | 
Pon Ilohn failed in his enterpriſes, concerning the Calle of 
Antwerpe, inc6tinently they torſake him & call me : I was ng 
fooner come, but contranie to their othe, without communi- 


nothing ſo lightand vaine , but they will enterpriſe & attempt 
-.And what could they haue committed more greeuous,then 


to hane conſented to this wicked Proſcription, which was fra- 


med againſt his head and life, who had helped and healed 
theirs, and cauſed their poſieſsions and goodes,to be reſtored 
to the principall amongſt them ? And beleeue ( my Lordes ) 
that this is not the laſt pranck they wil plate. For,though they 
ſhould very quickly confeſſeit, (which thing I alſo deſire) yer 
ſhall you finde them more then tenne times, chaunge their 
horſe and their ſaddle, before that this buſinefle be r1dd and 

ended. 
As concerning that, which they obie& againſt me, That / 
E£auſed my ſelf by force and tumult to be choſen Gonernor of Brabant, 
You 
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You (my Lordes) do remeber,that I neuer ſpake to you there- 
of: and that I haue not any maner of way,prouoked you ther- 
to : and on the contrarie lide, you remeber (I hope) the great 
withſtanding that I vſed,& my plaine declarations & ſpeaches 
made to the contrarie : and allo as concerning -the eltate of 
Lieutenaunt generall, that I ment to hauc had the aduiſe and 
conſent,of the gouernours which were in the army,and which 
being veric ſhortly after tumultuouſhe and diſorderly handled 
(I minde not nowe to tell by whoſe faulte ) was ſent me, euen 
as I yet haue it ſigned with their owne handes. Nowe, it lome 
of the people, preferred and promoted this choile,& yet I net- 
ther intreating nor prouokiug them thereto,thall I miſlike the 
therefore ? Nay rather,I am inforced to coteſle,that they were 
more wiſe, and better foreſceing to the affaires of this Coun- 
trey,then 1 was at that time . For they well vnderitoode, that 
if they ſhould leaue the handling of the matters, and the ad- 
miniſtration of the publike cauſe, in the handes of theſe men, 
that were become Spaniardes as it were, and {o greatly affec- 
ted towardes them : it ſhould be nothing elſ{e,but to build vp- 
pon the quick ſande, a ground worke not {trong inough,to let 
ſuch a frame-and building vpon. Andit1s as true that they (ay, 

_ thatby the tumultes of Gaunt, I was choſen Gouernour of 
Flaunders,for it bewrayeth a verie 1gnoraunce of our afaires : 

becaufe that thefoure members or partes of that Province, 

did chuſe me,not once, but ſundrie tunes, and that not while 

the tumultes laſted, bur ſince that the matters were well qute- 

ted : yea and they them ſelues,haue ofretimes ſued tor it, both 


to me and to you,and yet to this preſent I haue not nunded to 


accepr ir. 
Alſo. do not (my Lordes) thincke1t raiſonable,to an{were 
. concerning the meanes and money leued by you, and which, 
according to your aduiſe, were gouerned vnder your authort- 
tie, by your treaſurers, commiſsioners,and receauers, without 
that 1,or any of mine, did cuer fee pennie thereot . Bur 1t anie 
muſt be blamed for it.it is the enemie him felte, who hath in- 
"forced you to vie,and (eeke meanes tor your owne defence. 
Andifhe,to the cnde he may execute miſchiete, exercile tyran 
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_ hie,andoppreſic your libertie,doe beſtow ſo great and excef> 
ſiue charge and expenſes : why thould not you beltowe ſome 
_ colt,to doe good thinges,to repreſle the Tyraunt, and to pre- 
ſerue your Priuiledges and your libertic, which cannot be va- 
lued ? And if the matter be, to giue vp all that we haue, cuen 
tothe vttermoſt farthing,and to the alt droppe of our blood: 
what ſhould we doe, but that, wherevnto we are holden and 
bound ? and whereof we haue in auncicnt Hiſtories, fo many 
goodly examples, as well of {traungers, as of our braue and 
yaliaunt Predeceſlors and Annceſtors ? But fo farre off is it, 
that we ſhould leaue off, that on the other ſide, ſeeing we ſee 
that which pricketh and prouoketh the, thatthat 151t,which 
we ſhould take vnto our {elues , thereby to endeauour and to 
encourage our {clues to go forwarde, For to aun{were that 
which he ſaith,that I have committed to priſon,and cauſed to 
be ſlaine,ſome of them that gainſayed theſe contributions, I 
ſuppoſe it is not needeful to anufwere them to this, before you 
(my Lordes)who know, that theſe are manifeſt ſlaunders:and 
who knowe alſo, that I haue bin more blamed, for my ouer * 
great gentleneſſe and patience , in tollerating fundrie wicked 
perſons,who by their ſubtelties and ſecrete practiſes, hinder 
our affaires,then I haue bin accuſed of mineenemie,for my ri. 
gor and hardneſſe. But if that which they obteR againſt me 
were true, there are ſundrie,which ſpeake at this day very hie, 
and for whoſe ſake thethreedes and ſnares haue bin cut : and 
I doe notwithſtanding as yet not repent me, that haue fo y- 
ſed them, but will alwayes reioyce,that I have had a nund- rea- 
die rarher to receaue iniuric,then to doc it, not doubting bur 
thar God, who is aiuſt Indge , will bring vpon the heades of 
theſe traiterons and diſloyall people (whodid cate bread with 
vs,and were partakers of our Counfels, and notwithſtanding 
at this preſent,are in their counſelt againſt vs) the reward and 
recompence of their wickednefſe, as alreadie vengeance pur- 
ſueth them,with a perperuall diſquictneſſe,vexation, and to(- 
ſing of ſpirite. 
As concerning the buſineſle or matter, which the nc 


Pratnce Or Onancs, 


Seeles tooke vppon him to deale for, and which alſo was 
knowne,to be tull of diflimulations and deceites : to an{were 
this,it appertainerh to you (my Lordes) who have ſo wilelye 
diſcoucred his fraudes : and who haue cauſed him to vnders. 
ſtande, that thoſe that haue not ſcene Spaine , are not for all 
thar beaſtes, ashe and ſi:chas he are, doe {uppole : to you I 
ſay it belongeth to aunſwere this, becauſe that this acculation 
1s direced againſt you. I conteſle,that I was ofthe ſame mind 


The nego- . 


tiat:on of 
the Lord of 
Sccllts, 


that you are,that he was no moreto betruſted, than a begut- 


ter and adecetuer : and that he was to be taken, as an inltru- 
ment choſen to bring all to diuiſion and diſorder: vpon which 
point to refolue my {elf,no man holpe me,ſo much as he him- 
ſelte. For,in that that he tolde me, that I was ſo muche in the 
Kinges tauour,as that there was no Lorde in theſe quarters,oft 
wnoine he had better opinion than of me, and whoine hee 
would imploy ſo much as me : this made me more and more 
to thinke, that they would gladly have taken away my heade 
and life,it I would hauelet it gone ſo good cheape, as this tel- 
_ lo greatly affeed to the Spaniardes, would haue periwa- 
aed me. | 
I confeſſe, I ſay, that T was of the ſelfe ſame opinion that 
you were : and that you hane moſt wiſely reſolued yppon 
this point, to wit, that, according to the example of that wiſe 
Capitaine,you haue {topped your ares, againſt the Sirenes or 
Myrmaides of Spaine . But what ſay I, that I haue bin of this 
aduiſe? Thoſe miſerable men,that haue conſented to this cur- 
ſed proſcription, haue not they alſo reſiſted his attemptes as 
well as I? The very ſelfe ſame Magiſtrates, wi:ich haue cauſed 
this Profcription to be publiſhed, haue nor they alſo reieted 
.the Lord of Seeles,and all his trifling tales ? which 15 ſufficient 
ynough to aunſwere that,which they ſay,concerning the char- 
ging of the C ttholique Officers, dE SO 
AndwouldtoG OD, thatT had had power, or that by 
the headloneneſſe or haſtineſle of ſome , Ihad not bin lette 
and hindered *, from procuring and perfourming ſuch 
 achaunge in euery place : for then there had not followed, 
lo great a flonde of cuils , as ſince _y haue ſcene , by 
Tp M 2 


reaſon 
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reaſon of the diſiun&ion and diſcord of the Prouinces,which, 
1tis to be feared, kaſt it will dayly more and more growe, to 
the generall de{truction of the Countrey : at the lealt I hope, 
 thatifthe Prouinces.:who haue (© wickedly torſaken vs,do not 
repent them of {o great a faulte,they (hall perceaue, that there 
was ncuer any man better corrected for wicked counſlell, then 
they that haue hirit giuen the ſame. And cocerning this point, 
I'will not ſticke at it,to aun{were this flaunder,that I haue,and 
that by myne owne priuate authoritic,put into charge and of= 
fice the {aide officers, ſeeing that in cuery place, where I haue 
bin aſsiſtaunt in the chaunging of the lawe,I haue therein exc- 
cuted onely that charge and othice, whiche it hath pleaſed you 
to giue me, and that as your Commulsioner and Depurie, do- 
ing nothing therein againſt the lawes and priuiledges. In deed 
I will confeſſe, that I ſought as much as poſs1blic I could, to 
bring in and to place in theſe othices, vertuous people, honou- 
_ Table perfonages, men of good conſcience, and aboue all lo- 
uers of the countrey. But I knowe what wringeth and pric- 
keth them, thart is, that I did not willingly fauour thoſe, which 
they had in their owne corde, people without faith, without 
godlines and honeſtie towardes their Countrey, yea bloodie 
people,and ſlaues to execute their tyrannie. And this is that 
(my Lordes) which theſe men call contuſion, to wit the good 
rule and gouernement of our common wealth, according to 
our lawes, which alſoare as contrary to their barbarous in- 
tentes and purpoſes, as the day is to the night. Andin deede 
(my Lordes)there is no great neede, to aunſwere ſuch obieRi- 
ons, ſeeing that our owne enemie doth ſufficiently aunſwere 
them for vs. For,who were theſe officers, of whom they ſaye, 
we haue diſcharged and vnburdened our ſ{elues ? T hey were 
(fay they) well aefted to the Kmg. Which is as muchas if they 
ſhould ſaie,they were good enemues to the Countrey: and by 
this (my Lordes) you vnderſtand, that it was verie well done 
to chaunge them,in ſundrie places and quarters. 
They vpbraide me, with the great credit that I hane amonge#t 
 "thepeonle. So farre of is it,that I amalhamed of this, that I am1 
veric ſoric that I haue not as yet atteinced more, that is to ay. 
| : | ac 
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that T hate not well knowne, howe to perſwade them to doo Touching 


that,which I haue ſo oftetimes ſet betore them, both by worde 
and writing. For,itis long timeſince, that I would ( thorowe 
the aide of God) haue clenſed the countrey,from theſe filthes 
of Spaine. But it they be ſuch as they (aye they are , and that I 
am ſuch a one as they deſcribe me to be (for to ſhewe them 
ſome pleaſure,I will caſely graunt them this point ) they muſt 
of neceſsitie confeſle, that their tyrannies and cruelties, haue 
bin wonderfully exceſs1ue and outrageous 1n all ſortes, tn that 
they haue incurred, ſuch a generall hatred of all that people, 
who before were ſo well afteed, and hath bin ſo loyall and 
faithful to their predeceſſors, and euen yntothem themſelues, 
before ſuch exceſſes were committed : and or the other (ide, 
that if the people haue willingly choſen me, to be the claimer 
and challenger of their libertie,what other thing can men ſay: 
what ſhall the ſtraunge nation ſpeake: and what (hal polteritie 
report but this, that there was in me ſomething, worthie of ta- 
uour and freendſhip, and in them ſomewhat worthie of ex- 
treeme hatred? I confeſſe then, that I am,and that I wil al my 
life long be popular, that 1s to {ate,that I will purſue,mainteine 
and defende,your libertic and your priuledges. Thus you ſee, 
howe theſe wiſe braines,are vtterly voide of common wit and 
vnderſtanding, and howe that euen then when they blame me 
they praiſe me. True it is, that tine or (ix ill aduiſed perſons ga- 
thered together, being the enimies of your libertie, whoſe coitt- 
ſelles, imaginations, and ſecretthoughtes,tende altogether to 
this,toſceke out the wayes, to make you ſubiet to their tyra- 
nie, which ſhould be more cruell, or at the leaſt more vnwor- 
thie and more ſlawthe,then that of the Spaniardes hath bin : 
that theſe-men I fate, meafure the braine of all the worlde, by 
the cIne of their owne vnderſtanding, and thincke that euerie 
one,will condemne that as euill, which they wdge to be ſo. 
But when the whole matter (halbe weighed at the common 
beame and balaunce, the they (hall inde that they haue great- 
ly miſrekoned them (clues. For he, whom they ridge vnwor- 
thie toline, that he might profit the commso wealth ( tor what 
other thing 1s the cominon wealth , then the good of ll the 
M 3 people) 
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pevple)they will make him thorow their owne follie, fo nwch 
the more honoured, as the people it ſ{clte will more eſteeme 
of him that maintayneth them, than he that would oppreſle 
them, 

I cannot alſo ſufficiently wonder at that, which they them= 
{clues hauc here forgotten : yer ſundric baſe but wicked wri- 
ters,hauc lyingly put downe,in their fonde Libels of diffama- 
tion againit me,to wit, har [hire Neobilitie. For,ſhall I beginne 
this hatred at my ſelte,my kinstolkes, and friendes,, who are 


(thankes be to God forit)al deſcended of a noble and famous 


race,and that ſo auncient,and of ſuch great riches and digni- 
cies, that T am not afraide to aftirme,that ſundrie of myne eni- 
mies,cannot with any good right preterre themſclues before 
vs,andfew amongeſtthem, ſhall be found, that may be made 
equall with vs? But experience hath declared, whetherI doe 
not thatwhich is in my power for the aduauncement of No- 


_ ble men,Now,it I haue long time ago foreſcene, that certaine 


ambitious heads(who ſince that time haue forſaken vs)would 
goabout to take poſſeſſton,of certain gouernments and char- 
s, thatſothey might afterward abandon the countrey, and 
alfifte thairothe : it I ſay I haue knowne their lightneſle, yani- 


tie and inconſtancie,and their aftedton alſo,tending to tyran- 


nic,and therefore ment not to fauour them , and fo by that 


'meanes I haue holpen to preſcrue, the better and the greater, 


and the more ſound part of oureſtate: I haue not for all that 
hated or deſpiſed Nobilitie , but ment by good counſell, to 
preuent the deſtruftion of the Countrey,, which might haue 
followed. If their Fathers,who were more wiſe, more valiaunt, 
and more vertuous than they,and with whomeT haue lived in 
ſuch good friend(hip : if, I ſay,they were now aliue,they would 
dic with greefe, ſecing their ſtocke ſo much degenerating, 
from the conſtancie and vertue of their aunceſtors, who liued 
ſo honourably and without reproche : If they ſaw I ſay , that 
there is at this day no Countrey, wherein they are not coun- 
ted, for inconſtant people, and great coopes men : If they 
ſaw,cuen the Spaniardes whome they ſerue, and the Cardi- 


nall (whois the hindge,yeathe Spindell whereypon the: Mill 


_ turneth) 
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enrneth)to play with them , as it were with a ball : to make 
them as it were little children : to lead them by the nofe like. 


beaſtes : andto vpholde them,till it be time to demaunde a-, 


yu their pictures, inſtrumentes,tapeſtrie,and other mouea- 
les,which they haue taken away , and cuen o farre till they 
come to the point to be lead to the ſlaughter,cuen as it appea-, 
reth by his owne Letters written with his own hande , which 
you (my Lordes) haue ſcene and doe know : If they ſaw theſe 
thinges I fay,what would they then do ? 

And becauſe that mine enemie ( as though he did diſtruſt 
his owne authoritie,and that he doubted whether the waight 
of his owne titles would be ſufficient,to intrappe me) procee- 
deth yet further, and ioyneth the Emperours authoritie ta 
them, and the credit alſo,of certaine of my Lordes, theeccleſt- 
aſticall Ele&ors,faying,that they had proponnded ſuch reaſonable 
articles,as euery man of good indgement would deeme them to be 
ſuch : he knew not(in a word my Lordes) to ſpeake more thart 
you. What ſay.I you? Nay then all the inhabitantes of theſe 
Countreys, who did with one voice refuſe the ſayde Articles, 
as impertinent, captious, and vnreaſonable , being without 
iudgement and voide of reaſon, But whome ſhall they be able 
to perſwade,that a people beaten with ſuch long warre(which 
cannot be without a million of inconueniences) would refuſe 
a 7s it were reaſonable? Or that good, yea very good 
ſubicces,and ſuffering very much,would refuſe to agree, with 
their \uperior, except 1t be , when they ſee that ſuch agree- 
mentes,are baites to catche them ? ſuch a peace is worle then 
warre: and ſuch ſweete hony of the tongue, is more to be 
doubred,then the ſteclie edge of {wordes. It may be,that the 
Emperor,who thinketh fach a condition and fate to be fitte, 
1n his own landes, that cometo him by patrimonie, holdeth 
an opinto, that it ſhould be likewiſe proper and fit for vs here. 
The Emperor was aduertifed of our Rate, by our enemies, and 
by the traitors which were amoneſtvs,who alfo vadgr the co- 
lour of an embaſſage to Colen, aſſayed to deſtroyec all our mat- 
ters. The Emperor informed other Princes, who trulted to his 
repart,thinking taat p which came fro this part,was an ora £ Co 
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But you (my Lordes) who knowe the depth of the ſtate of 
theſe countnes, the commodities or diſcommodities, the true 
cauſes of the vpholding,or of the ruyne thereof: wt.o haue al- 
{o much toloſe therein : who alſo are bounde by all lawes to 
the preſeruation thereof, haue otherwiſe judged of thoſe arti- 

| cles : all the people was al ked their aduile therein : and they 

| did al with one conſent,reie& thoſe conditions,as ouer vnrea- 
[il ſonable : and this was done,not in one towne onely,but in al. 
| True itis,that we beſought the Emperors Matieſtic,the French 
| 
| 
| 


King,the Queene of Englande, and the King of Portugale, to 

intreat for vs, that a good peace might be graunted vs, but to 

take that,as though we had {ſubmitted our ſclues ynto them, 
we ſuppoſe not that any wiſe man would ſo thinke. 

 Andas concerning that forbidding , which they ſay was made, 

eoncernmg the publication of the ſayd Articles : your patience and 

_ gentleneſſe ought greatly to be praiſed, when you did not 0+ 

penly and for an example cauſe {uch to be puniſhed, who were 

raſh as to publiſh the ſame withour your leaue : and ſo farre 

off isit, that we feared the communicating , diuulging, and 

7 publiſhing ofthem,that on the contrary {ide, we cauſed them 

 TheLord to beprinted,with the declarations of their inſufficiencie, and 

; Some hin- they were ſent thorow all the Prouinces and Towns,that they 

He cus Might be deliberated vpon-: and that the aduiſe and reſolutt- 

nicatinge of ON of all might be had. But there is great difference, betweene 

es athing communicated in order, by the way of righte, and by 

| "rames bay the authoritie of them, which haue power ſo to doe : and be- 

rweene this, that certaine little Scoutes, ſhould priuily caſt a- 

moneſt the people,certaine little Pamphlets, as ſome of them 

which were Ee to Collen about your ſeruice,, xauſed ynder 

hand and doſely to paſſe forth, thoſe thinges which they had 

_negorniated, andrreated oft with the enemie, wherein they be- 

trayed both you and the Countrey,as more largely appeareth 

by their owne Letters , whereof I will not ſpeake any further, 


becauſe 4b is ſet abroade , and brought to euery mans 


Gghr. 
They thinke the ynion of the Prouinces, made at Vtrechr, 
to be wonderfully wicked and eulll. And why ſo ? Becauſe thar 
all 
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all that whichis good for vs,is euill for them: and that which 
is healthfull for vs,is deadly for them . They had let all their 
hope,vpon a diſcord and dilagremet, and they had prouoked 
therto ſome of the prouinces,who haue had as many delibe- 
rations & counſels, as ther are moneths 1n a yere: beſide they 
had at their commaundement certaine peſtilent fellowes a- 
moneſt vs. What remedie then could a man deniſe better, a- 
gainſt diſſention then vnion ? And what counterpoiſon more 
certaine againſt their venim of diſcorde, then concorde ? By 
meanes whereof, their purpoſes, their trecheries, their night 
counſels,ther ſecrete intelligences,were all at one time {cat- 
tered abroade,God(whois the God of peace and concorde) 
declaring therby how much he hateth ſuch deceitful tongues, 
and how he can eaſily ouerthrow,ſuch falſe and abhominable 
enterpriſes. You ſee(my Lordes)thatT giue them a fayre and 
_ held,to cfie out againſt me, andto ſcorne at me. Icon- 
teſle vnto them,that T haue procured the vnion : that I haue 
dduaunced and promoted the ſame : that I haue endeuored 
to maintain it,and I tel you(my Lords)yet;and I ſpeake it very 
plainly,and loude, that T like it well, that ſo not only they, bur 
alſo all Europe ſhoulde vnderſtand it. Maintaine your vnion : 
keepe your vnion, but doit, but doit indeede(my Lords) that 
on may exccute,not inwordes, nor by writing only: but in 

fie alſo,that,which your ſheafe of arrows, tied with one bad 
only,doth meane,which ſheafe you beare in your ſeale.Let the 
go now and accuſe me,that Ihane brought all to contuſion, 
when I procured the ynion, for the doing of which matter, I 
wil neuer bluſh. For if vnder the ſhadow of a peace,they woutd 
bring forth vnto vs a deuiſion : if they would aflemble them- 
ſelues,one while at Arras, another while gt Montz , giung vs 
alwayes faire wordes,and that to this ende, that they might 


ſunder themſelues from vs,and ſo draw by their cordes ynto_ 


themſelues,light headed fellowes like vnto themſelues:wher- 
fore ſhould it not be lawtull for vs ,on our owne behalues, to 
10yne andtie our ſelues tozether? Vnleſle (as it: may be) they 
thinke,that they are permitted to doe cuill , and to abandon 
the Countrey : and when I pray you? _ when Maeſtriche 
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was beſieged(will notyec;O yee poore people, feele, wheniyee 


| ſhall reade theſe thinges,the hote yron,which ſhallburne your 


conſcience ? Yand tharit was not lawfull tor vs then, todoe 
good,and to heale the Countrey.Let vs then-here ( my Lords) 


_ * learnethat,whichis profitable and neceſlarie for vs tg Jearne 
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and lets learne it of the greateſt enemie,that euer the Couns. 
trey had,yeca of the greeteſt tiraunt of the whole earth. 

* They obie& vnto me afterwards a hotrible crime, and wor. 
thie forſooth,of this more great Proſcription,than that which 
was pronounced by Sylla and Carbo : that is , that 7 departed 
wot out of Antuerp for two yeres ſpace,and that [went toVirecht, A 
man may eaſily ſee,that they know very well what I doe , as 
though, that with their very greatſorrow and greet, I had nor 
m thoſerwo yeres ſpace, trauailed twilc into Flaunders, where 
bythe aide of the foure members or partes of that Prouince, I 
placed betterorder in the ſayde countrey,thenthey woulde or 
wiſhed, Bur go too, let vs graunt, thatl did not. for trwo.yeres 
ſpace together, go-out of Antuerp : was notthis a great faulte 
to be alwayes nigh ynto you, that T might the better ſerue you 
in euery thing,which it pleaſed you to commaund me ? But I 
went to Vtrecht : beholde (my Lordes the enill : beholde the 
bile or ſore, forthisis the votage, 'that'woundeth them even 


tothe harr/Fhey, had before hande ſo; wiſely purpoſed their 


_ matters: they had taydefo/fure a foundation for their affaires 
and buſineſſe : rhey pleafed themſclues ſo much therein : _y 


writ thereofto their friendes:; they helde in their handes fo 
many countreyes and gonernments : they had written ſo ma- 
ny Letters : and had vſed ſo-many hirings,ſecrete intiſements, 
andopen prattiſes,as they thought all to be ſure their owne.: 
and yet comming only to ſhew my ſelfe at Vtrecht, with the 
good aſviſtance and counſeltof my Lords,the Depuries of the 
Proutinces: behold that great miſt or fogge - was vaniſhed a- 
way : ſomany Caſtels as they had referued for their tirannie, 
were beaten downe : and ſo many of our owne Townes afſu- 
red to vs : they hauing for all;no other thing left vnto them, 
burone only Towne of importaunce, wherein was the Cap- 


_ kayneoftheenterprife : which Towne notwithſtanding hee 


knew © 
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knew not how to make ſubie&to his commaundetnent, but 
by an abhominable murther,of one,whome he called his ta- 
ther: who thecuening betore, had ſet at his table,he as alu- 
das dealing with him vnder a falſe kiſle, And this (my Lordes) 
18 the cauſe, that maketh them crie fo loude, yea this is the 
Helena,tor which they fight, EN | 

And as concerning that, which they obieR againſt me, zhat 
I hane drinen ont ſame of the eccleſiaſtical per {2921s or charch men : 
you(my Lordes)know, that this 1s not true. But when thetr 
Captaine,who is in Groeningen, kad taken priſoners ſome of 
therel;21on, and had naurthered other ſome, yea the verie 
Bourgmailſter,and all this,contrary vnto his othe: hauing alſo 
before time, brought in and ſworne vnto,the new religion (as 
' they call it) : and hauing ſolemnly,and thar with his othe, and 
his ſign,and his ſeale confirmed, the vnion of Vrrecht:al theſe 
things confidered,who is he that will thinke it ſtrange,ifthoſ(e 
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on our ſide,ment what they could, on their owne partes to a{- - 


ſure theimſelues,ſeing that they ſaw the enemies, without any 
reaerenceto their othe taken,to tread vnder their feete al holy 
and ſacred things,and with ſuch a perpetuall reproch to them 
and their raſe , to haue violated & broken, whatſocuer 1uſtice 


. andequitie,doth as yet remaine in the worlde ? And this wee 


may ay at theleaſt,thatno man can iuſtly charge vs,thatin the 


middeſt of thoſe troubles,which our cnimies themiclues haue 
Rirred vp, that euer anyof our ſide,proceeded or cameto ſuch 
a heape of iniuſtice,as to wet their hands inthe blood, of thoſe 
that were confederate to them,orof thoſe which ſtayed them= 
ſelues vpon their fidelitics : which thing their Captaines haue 
done,yea and that with their owne handes. 

Concerning the Nobles,which he ſayth,haue withdrawn them 
ſelues ont of the Countrey, who is hee, which cuer droue out {o 
much as one of the. But if the terrors of their own conſciences 
hane purſued them,& rharthey haue bin vexed by their owne 
feling,which(as it were infernal and helliſh furies)hath chaſed 
them from place toplace,who ought to be accuſed therefore, 
bur only they themſelnes who ſecretly,diſloyally, and vnfaith- 
fully, haue praiſed the deſtruction of my owne Countrey? 
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And would to God that they had ſooner felt this burthen,and 
that they which remain,and are ouertaken with the hke mad- 
neſſe, migt follow the euen ar the heeles,ſo ſhould they deliuer 
vs from great traiaile,and the common wealth from feare, 
leaſt fome one time or other,they ſhould execute their perni- 
tious purpoſes, | 
It is a ridiculous & fond thing, that they cal me hipocrit,who- 
neuer inreſpe& of them, haue vſed any diſsimulatio. For while 
Iwas their triende, 1 haue freely foretolde them, that they _ 
twiſted the threede of their owne deſtruction, whileſt that they 
attempted and tooke, theſe barbarous wayes of perſecuting. 
And it their rage and vnmeafurable heate,toyned with a con-. 
tempt of vs, had not hindered them, from following my coun- 
ſell: they had not bene brought to that ſtate,in which they are 
at this preſent. When I was their aduerſarte and enimie, for 
your libertie,I know not what hipocrifie they hane founde in 
me, vnlefſe they will call this hipocrifie , to make open warre 
ypon them,to take Townes from them, to driue them out of 
the countrey : and without diſſembling to doe againſt them, 
whatſocuerthe law of warre fuffred me? But, if it pleaſe you 
(my Lordes)once againe to-reade my defence, which I publi- 


ſhed three yeres ago,yau ſhall ſee there, the Letters of a King, 


whois a deceiuer and an hipocrite,and who thought to catch 
me then,in the ſnare of his ſweete and deceaueableTetters, as 
he ſuppoſeth at this preſent to aſtoniſh me, with his threates 
and thunders of words. But,thanks be to God, Thauea.coun- 

terpoiſon,againſt both the one and the other venim. _ 
- Theyproceedeafterwardes,with a great heape of fooliſhe 
wordes,to amplifie this matter,#hat 7 tay and ground my ſelfe 
vpon 4 certaine diffdence andditruſt. Though I did ſo, ſhoulde I 


 beforall that, like vnto Caine and Tudas as he accuſeth me? 


Noverely. For it is one thing to diſpaire of the promiſſes, and 
of the grace of God,who cannot he,and an other thing notto 
beleeue,the wordes of a ſubtle and deceitfull man, who kee- 
peth not faith orloyaltie, as the poore Moores of Grenado, 
may ſpeake to much thereof : and alfo , as the death of the 
Lordes,the Counties of Egmont and Hornes, of blcfſed me- 

- morie, 
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morie,doe giue ſufficient proofe thereof.Bur if theſe good de- 
uines,ſfuch as the Cardinall __ 1s one of the foundations 
of his Church)had thorowly ſounded, for-the true and nigh 
Cauſe of the ruine and fall ot Indas and Caine , they ſhoulde 
_ hauefound, that it was diſpaire, whither by the grace of God, 
I haue not bin brought,and I hope neuer thalbe. On the other 
{ide,if men,would looke vpon, the monſtrous and thundring 
ſpeeches which are vſed,in this not barbarous only, but more 
then turkiſh Proſcriprion : ſhall they not finde therein, the ve 
nie ſtile of deſperate perfons, ſuch as we heare the Poets vſc, 
when they bring in turious and mad men, They then haue the 
ſcared conſcience of Indas;the aſtoniſhed conſcience of Cain, 
and the reproued confcience of Saule . You ſee notwithſtan- 
ding(my Lordes)the great wiſedome of thefe wiſe heads,diff> 
dence or diſtruſt, ſay they,is acommon thing toal wicked per- 
ſons. But 1 ſpeake vnto thee(O Cardinall) who haſt ſpente {o 
much time 1n the Scholes, and I bid theeteltme, whether thou 
call not this learning,to wit,to be from a mans yourh inſtru. 
&ed,tolie and deceaue ? T demauud then of- thee , what thou 
wilt aunſwere to the molt ſtrong and ſententious of al orators, 
and to the greateſt louer of his Countrey,who ſayth (as I hane 
* vnderſtoode it from my youth, by all learned men ) that the - 
oreateſt and ſureſt tortreſſe,thata free people can haue,againſt 
a tyraunt,is diffidence and diſtruſt 2 And this ſpeeche was di- 
re&ed againſt one called Philip, who had learned bur a little 
tyrannie,in reſpe& of thy Lord Philip,who exceedethall other 
tyrantes,and for whome,no oration pronounced agamſt Phi- 
lip;is fuffictently worthie,no not that,which for the excellency 
of it,is called Diuine.I know thou wit aduiſe and take counſel 
concerning this matter,and in themeane while F wull ſpeake, 
I will write,and1T will caufe to beugraued iweuery place, this 
notable ſentence,worthie of eternal remembraunce:& would 
toGod, that I might be better belecued, than that good O- 
ratot was, amongelt his people,who ſuffringthemſelues to be 
bufiedand abuſed, by peoplelike vnto thy (elfe,and other ſuch 
wretched workers of confuſion (which are at thy commaun- 
dement,and haueſet on ſale ther tonenes and-pennes ) were 
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atthelaſt ſnarcd,and vtterly broughtto confuſion. But T hope 
(my Lordes)betterthinges of your conſtanae and courage. 
Theoffers Andas good Orators,doc alwayes keepe towards the end, 
which the fomeſtrong and pearcing reaſon : and as good Captaines, 
Bo bh ay Jeauetheir be{t Souldiars in the laſt rankes : {o theſe fo skiltull 
aue bin qo 
made tothe and ſo much excerciled men,comeat the laſt to entangle and 
L. Prince, f{nareme,with the waight of a great and a grecuous reproche, 
to cauſe They haxe offred me (they lay)7reat commodtnees , to the erde that 
him to de- | w- 
4 might depart to the place where I was borne,where every one ought 


part out of | 
the Coun» fo deffre moſt ro line, to the which I meant not to conſent . What 


rey, could they ſay(my Lordes)which might make more tor mee 
' * thanthis? conſider I pray youthear tollie, or their (hamelcf- 
neſſe. For this muſt needes be,eyther that they ſpeake ſhame- 
leſlie,or elſe that they are ſo voide of good vnderitanding,that 
they praiſe me,when they thinke to blame me, /t is a pleaſannt 
thing for enery one to lie ty his owne Conmrey wherfore then, doth 
this curſed race of Spaniardes,go from countrey to countrey, | 
totorment and to trouble all the worlde ? But if, in reſpe& of 
ſomany bondes,asI am bound vnto you by, Ipreferre your 
feruice,(as I ought)betore the Countrey wherein 1 was born : 
am] therefore to be counted a traitor and a wicked man, and 
the publique plagueof the worlde ? And yet notwithſtanding 
you know,that cuer ſince I was an cleuen or twelue yeres olde, 
Ihauvebin nouriſhed and brought vp amongeſt you, and not 
elſe where,in ſo much that this countrey,is become as it were 
my naturall countrey.It then,they haue made me ſundry pro. 
muſes : if they haue oftred me(as they lay )great commoditics, 
and1I hauc notwithſtanding refuſed the ſame : what can they 
condenine in me,cxceptit be my conſtancie and fidelitie , to- 
wardes God and the countrey,which I haue preferred before 
all the goods intheworld ? Thinkenot(my Lords) that Iloue 
to beſo continually occupied in trauale and labour,or like to 
Heare, ſo many wicked ſpeeches and flaunders,on the bchalfe 
of mincenimies: and(which is more)that I would heare them 
of them, that ought to be my friendes and are bounde vnto 
me: or that I take delight, to be ſo long time depriued of my 
goodcs ; to ſee my ſonne ſolong kepte in cruel! priſon: \ A 
' O1QC 
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holde my ſelfe charged with ſuch: infinite debtes , and yer 


ſhould be able to put an ende,to ſo great difficulties and di- 
ſtrefles, and would not:: or that Tſhoulde not be like vnto 0- 
ther men of the earth,who all preferre quietneſſe before tra- 
uaile, and profperitie before affliftion . But what 2 If I can-. 
notobtayne ſuch bleſsinges, and fo blefled a condition with- 


out betraying you, without forſaking you, without gluing you: 


ouecr(as much as might be)for a prate, into the teeth of theſe 
bloody woolues : letthe reſt of the wortd pardon. me ( for 
know that you approue me,and that I neede no excuſe before 
you)1f I will not,eythet tor goods, or for life,or for wite,or for 
children,mingle in my drinke,one onely droppe of the poiſon 
of treaſon,But, ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe God , to giue me any 
droppe of blood,one peniworth of my goods, any vnderſtan- 
ding,induſtric,credite and authoritie, how ſmall ſocuer it be : 
_ Iwill implor: will dedicate : and I will conſecrate the ſame 
wholy vatoyour ſeruice. Notwithſtanding,ſfemg they vpbraid 
me with fuch thinges,I will yet tell you (my Lordes )that they 
haue not done any ſuch thing, without borrowing fomewhar 
of the truth,and going beyondir alſo,according to their good. 
cuſtome.For ſuch otters as they ſpeake of , were as yet neuer 
- made me,not but that I hane bin, well and ſurely aduertiſed, 
thatI could not demaunde any thing,in refpe& of nine owne 
particular,but that rhey would yeetde the ſame vnto-me- that 
they would promiſe to ſet my fonne ar libertie : to- leaue him 
all my eſtates : to aſs1gn vnto me in Germany,ſo much goods 
aST hauc here;as well inreſpe& of that which I poſſefle, as of 
that which ishetde fronrme : todrichargeme of my debtes, 


which are very great, and to gmeme in readie Coyne, a 


millyon of Money , and good affuraunces for all theſe 
thinges. | 

| Theſe be f my Lordes ) the goodlic offers which haue 
eaſilie rurned them aſide , which are departed away from 
vs. Bur ſo farre of is it, that fuch conditions were offered: 
vnto me, that on the other fide , they neuer knew, eyther by 
the Letters of: the Emperoures Ambaſſador , or by his 
ſecrete praiſes, with ſome of any keruauntes, and ndre 
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of my neareſt kinsfolkes,or by the Letters of the Commilsio- 
ners: how to get this only at my hand, to wit, that Iſhoulde, 
fndeparticuler articles, and that in my owne name : but I 
haue alwayes aunſivered, that if the peace migt be concluded, 
as you(my Lordes) demaunded it,I ſhould be ſatisfied : I not 
minding to haue any other condition , either good or cnill, 
than thatwhich you accepted of : nor yet minding, neyther 
dircaMlynor _ to ſundermy (clfe from the con1man 
cauſe,vpon which 1 did iudge,that either my aduerlſitic,or my 
proſperitic did depend, f 
- Ts not this a great fault, to vpbraide a man with this, that he 
I5agood man? and thathe is,as much loiall,conſtant, and aſ- 
fured,againſtallthe winds of faire promiſes,as by Gods grace 
he is,againſt all the floodes of cruell threatnings? | 
 Hitherto(my Lordes)you haue heard, the accuſations,or ra- 
ther the iniuries,wicked ſpeeches and ſlaunders, whiche they 
| hanegathered together,againſtmy honour and reputation, 
It ſhal'belong to you(to whom only I thinke my {clte bound, 
by reaſon of my goods,of the ſtate wherein they are, and ſpe- 
' clally of my othes)to iudge thereof as it ſhall pleaſe you : for I 
doe not refuſe, if I be found culpable,to receaue puniſhment : 
- butifir fall outasT hope it will,thar you tudge, that Lam ac- 
cuſed\by tiraunts and 'flaunderers , then,I ſhall eſteeme my 
meane,yetnotwithſtanding my moſt loyal, and my moſt faith- 
full ſeruice,to haue bin very well imploied. | 


Theſes TT TOw then(my Lordes)vpon theſe fraile and weake foun- 
genceof the | V dations,they come to build the ſ{entence of their Pro- 
prolcriptis. © © ſcription, and here they lay out all their tragicallelo- 
_ : they thunder : they lighten: they ftorme and rage : 
ey doc as the Corebz or furies doe in Theatres : they darte 
out all execrable wordes,and ſuch as haue bin kneded; in Co- 
yee,Styx,and Acheron,againſt this poore Captayne:But this, 
thankes be to God,doth aftoniſh me as much, as the thunde- 
ringes and lightningesof Pope Clement, throwne out of the 
mount Tarpeius,againſt my Predeceſfor,my Lord Prince Phi- 
lebert,did aſtoniſh him : who ceaſed not for all that,to o__ 
| n 
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* him his Priſoner, For, after that Thave lookedrounde about 
me,I tinde that they are, but windes of wordes,and noiles , to 
make children afrayde,rather then a man, who thorow Gods 
goodneſle hath notlolt his courage, for the toringes of al their 
canons,nor for their toure {core thouſand Souldiers,who were 


alwayes at the Duke of Alua his commaundenient : nor yet 


for ſo many armies by ſea : nor yet tor ſo many treaſons of the 
ſayd Duke,or of his ſucceſſor again!t me : nor tor the treaſons 
of the Ducheſle of Parme,who was betore them: and yet not- 
withſtanding, this was in deede a more tearctull thing, than a 
vaine noiſe of ſuch a great thunder,which {o quickly vanitked 
away and hurt no man. Andit is ſuthicient iorn e2, ſhortly to 
ſay before you(my Lordes) and betore all Europe,that euery 
. Spanyarde, or euery one that fauoureth the Spantardes, of 

what qualitie or condition ſocuer he bee(Ireſpede not nowe 
any mans perſon)who hath ſayde, or hall ſay , (as this infa- 
mous Profrinin hath publithed it) 1947 / a2 a [raitor , and 
wicked man,that he ſpeaketh falſly, and againſt the truth . In 
the meane while,let them forbid nie,as lone as they will, both 
fire and water,I,together with my frindes,r-i!! not leaue of for 
all that,euen in deſpite of their rage,to liue as long as it ſhall 
pleaſe God,to giue vs grace : which God only hath in his po- 
wer,my life and my death, and hath numbred all the heares 
of my head,whoſe great fauour and atsi{taunce,T haue felte. c- 
uen vntill this preſent time,and I hope that he will preſerue 
me,cuen vnto the ende.As concerning the goods which I po© 
ſeſle,which alſo he giucth away(for hitherto, he hath bene {© 
good a huſband,that he will giue nothing of that, whiche he 
hath violently taken| from me)I hope, (Godaiding me) that 
it ſhall coſt them ſo deare to haue them : that they (hall get 0- 
thers elſe where farre better cheape As concerning my other 
goods,which he keepeth from me, I hope, that God will gine 
me grace,as well to diſpoſſeſle them thereof wholy , asI have 
already done of a good part : and. that they haue nener vio- 
lently taken goods,from any poore Prince ( albeit that they 
haue ſpoiled ſundrie thereof) which ſhall lie and waigh more 
heauie vpon them, 
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He promuleth fe and twertie thouſunde Crownes, either in 
 landes,or inreadie money,to him that ſhall yeelde me wp jnto his cru- 
ellhandes,dead or aline,or to himwhich ſhall take my life fromme. 
Bntalbeit,there hath heretofore no publication bin made of 
ſucha martter,vntill this preſentrime : thinketh hee thatT am 
12noraunt, how oftentimes he and his, haue bargained with 
murtherers and poyſoners, totake away my life from mee ? 
Andit God haue thewed me ſuch grace,as to-make me able to 
pen my ſelte,cuen then,when I was not aduertiſed of any 
uch dannger : I hope,that he will not ſhew me lefſe fauour at 
this tine,wherein I am admoniſked, but rather,that as I haue 
great occaſton to looke ynto.my ſelte : ſo he will ftirre vp, ſun- 
drie good and vertuous people,who ſhall watche for my aſſu- 
raunce and fatetic. But albeit,that I know not in the wort, a- 
ny impudencic ſo {hameleſſe, which may be compared', with 
the impudencie of the Spaniardes :. notwithſtanding , I can- 
not ſufficiently marualle, that they haue bin ſo ſhameleſle, as 
to dare to publiſh, before all Europe,not only that they ſet a 
price,ypon a franke and free Captaine,who(thanks be ta God 
for 1t)d1id as yet neuer feare them : bur alſo that they annexe 
therevnto,ſuch recompences and rewardes, yea and thoſe {0 
 barbarous,and ſo-eftraunged from all rule of honeſtie and' 
humaniie,asthelike hath not bin hearde of: that is to ſay, in 
the firſt place,that they will make him noble,if he were x.0t noble be- 
fore,who ſhall doe ſo Geatlemanlihe,or ſo noble an aft. ButT beſeech 
you, ſuppoſe, that hee , which ſhoulde execute ſo wicked an 
ae, (which thing I hope G OD will neuer ſuffer) were of 
2 Noble raſe and itocke : thinke you, that there 1s any Gen- 
tleman in the- worlde, I mcanc amongeſt the Nations, which 
knowe what Noblilitie 1s , who. woulde ſo muche as eate, 
with ſo wicked, vngodlie , and miſcheeuous a man, who 
for money ſhoulde kill another man , yea , though hee 
were the leaſt, and the: moſt abic&e perſon that: coulde be 
founde ? 
' Nowe, if the Spaniardes accounte ſuche people for No- 


ble men : and if this be the waie to come to honour, in == 
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file and Spayne, I will no more wonder at that, whiche all 
the worlde bclccueth , to watte, that the greateſt parte of 
the Spanyardes , and ſpecially thoſe, that counte themiclues 
Noble men,are of the blood of the Moores and lewes, who 
allo keepe this vertue of their Aunceſtors , who ſolde for 
readie money downe tolde , rhe lite of our Saujour, which. 
ting allo, maketh mee to take paticnthe this iniurie layde 
vyppon me . Intheſcconde place, they pardon him, exerte of= 
fence and faulte, how grcencns ſceucr it might bee. But what it 
he had pulled vp the Chriſtian Religion , out of one of his 
Kingdomes? what if he had rawthed his Daughter ? what 
tt hee had ſpoken euill of the inquiſition, which 1s the greateſt 
crime that can be in Spayne 2 Shoulde he be pardoned? Bur, 
{ſeeing mine enemate,nient ſo farre to forgette hinifelfe , that 
hee would attempt, to take away , my goods, my lyte, and 
myne honour : and that he mighr haue more witneſles, of 
his iniuſtice and follies , to publiſhe it ſo thorow out the 
worlde,and that in ſo many languages,I coulde not very well 
detirc in reſpe& of moſt great aduauntage vnto my ſelte, that 
he ſhould haue enriched and adorned, this his trofcription, 
with any other ornamentes, than theſe very fame, towitte, 
that for killing of mee, he ſhoulde makenoble, not onely vil- 
laines,and infamous perſons,butalſo the moſt wicked , and 
the moſt execrable people of the whole earth : and to gue 
ſuch a greate, yea {o honourable a rewarde, to fo notable a 
vertue , For whatcoulde be founde out more fit, totultihe my 
righteouſneſle and innocencie,then to go about, to roote me 
out by ſuch meanes ? and then this,to carrie a mind, «Finger 


nie,impoiſoninges, forgiving of greenous crimes , making of 


wicked men noble,and ſich like, to oppreſle the defendour 
of the libertie of a people, that is cruelly and tyrannouſly 

yeRed ©} > 
I doubte not ( my Lordes ) but that G OD who is iuſt, 
hath taken from him and his, all vnderſtanding : and that 
he hath ſuffered him ro declare and ſer our to all the worlde, 
matrer ynongh,whereby they may know, his poyſonfull hart, 
againſt rhis countrey,and againſt our liberty,in as much as he 
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maketh no account, of any a&,how wicked and deteſtable ſo- 
eucr it may be,nreſpetot the death of him , who hitherto 
hath ſo faithfully ſerued you. And further, he is not aſhamed, 
to mingle with ({uch {acriledges as theſe are,the name of God, 
culling himſelfe his Mmnſter or Officer . Hath the Othcer then 
this power,not onely to permit that which God hath forbid- 
den : but alſo, to reward it, with money,or money worth, with 
nobilitic,and the forgiueneſle of offences ? And what offences 
or crimes I pray you ? Verely of all crimes how greeuous foe- 
ner they can be . But I doubt not, but that God, thorow his 
moſt juſt iudgement,will cauſe ro come downe, the tult yenge- 
aunce of his wrath, vpon the Captaine and head,ot ſuch mint- 
ſters and officers : and that on the other ſide, he will of his 
grcat goodneſle maintaine, mine innocencie and mine honor, 
ſolong asI liue,and amongſt my poſteritie after me.. Andas 
concerning my goods and my lite,itis long time ſince, that I 
dedicated them to his ſeruice, and I knowe that he will doe 
therewith, whatfocuer he ſhall ſee to be good, tor his own glo- 
ric,and for my ſaluation. 

And becauſe(my Lords) he proceedeth alfo, to bring the 
droppes ofthis infamous Proſcription vpon your heads,ſo far 
of is it,that you ſhall be moued therewith, that ye ſhoulde ra- 
ther thinke, that» herein the Spaniarde and his adherentes, 
follow the naturall diſpoſition of women,who,after that they 
hane wept, fcratched and bitten,doe for their laſt remedie and 
refuge, come to iniuries and remlinges : and cuen fo doth 
your enimie,now yeelde out hts laſt barkinges : and if we giue 
them proofe, of our conſtancie, reſolution, and courage, be- 
holde they are,at the laſt of their miſcrable and wretched en- 
terpriſes . For,Sy!la,Carbo, Marius, Antonius, and ſuch other 

tyraunts,the firſt fathers of theſe abhominable Proſcriptions, 
never gane example tothe Spantiardes, to commit ſuch follie 
and beaſtlineſſe,albeir that they haue traced out before them, 
that example of crueltie and barbarouſneſſe,which theſe miſe- 
rable wretches hane accompliſhed and perfourmed : But they 
proſcribed ſuch only as were fugitines,driuen away, hidden in 
{ecrer,and that within the countreys,ouer which they had po- 
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wer and authoritie. And theſemenare like vntothem in this, 
that 1s to ſay,in crueltie, becauſe they profcribe, good, vertu- 
ous, and honourable perſonages : bur yet in this point, they 
ſhew themſelues ſottith and fooliſh , that they proſcribe him, 
whome they ſhould fight again{t,with an armed power. For,to/ 
ſende a poiſoner,as the Duches of Parme fent one : or*9/ſend 
a murtherer, as hirſonne, the generall heire of the vertues of 
his aunceſtors,did : this is not the effe& of a Proſcription, bur 
of briberie,and theeuerie rather, .* 

Beholde(my Lordes)not what I am able toſay, againſt this 
tyrannous Proſcription, but what Ihhaue thoughte meete for 
this time : ſpeaking vnto you, which hane the knowledge,ot 
{undrie thinges,thatT omit, becauſe they are known vnto you, 
and becauſe alſo,that if I would attempr;to ſpeake of the par- 
ticular enterpriſes,of the King,and of hts cheefe Others, I 
ſhould aſfaie to doe that,which no Orator is ſufficiently able, 
worthely to defcribe : yea that,which no good man, was euer 
able to conceaue : fo greatis their crueltie , tyrannie, and all 
maner of yniuſt dealing. Notwithſtanding I hope, that as well 
by the matter contained in this Profcription (which ts aſuth- 
cieniifiimon ie,of thetr ouer baſe and abiect courage ) as by 
my aunſwere you ſhall ſuftictently know,what are their perni- 
tious purpoſes, and miſerable attemptes : and by this know- 
ledge,you ſhall alſo learne,what it is neceffary, for you, to caſt 
your eye vpon,and diligently to vnderſtande: thatis,that they 
diſpaire,that euer they (hall be able to vanquith you by force, 
and therefore they aſſay to ſow duifion amongſt vs, magnify- 
ing cheefly thoſe, who haue not only forſaken vs, againſt their 
othe : but cuen haue left ys in perilffous. ttmes, and namely, 
whileſt that one of our Townes was beſieged : whereof they 
are notable,tomake any tuſt complaint, nor alleadge their ac- 
.cuſtomed pretext and cloake,yea(which alſo 1s the heape, of 
All difloialtie and vnfaithfulneſle)at the very fame time they 
came to aſſault vs,in other places and quarters . As forthe 
threats annexed in this Proſcription,tende to no other ende, 
but toaſtoniſh you, to the end you might ſeperate your ſelves 
from me: and plainely to declare, tharthey make war againſt 
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meandgnotagaink you,, cuen as the woolfe woulde perſwade 
the theepe,that he had not war with any but with the dogges, 
which being once diſcomfited, he would cafilic agree with the 
fiocke of theepe : tor the dogges were alwayes the aurhours, 
ot ther debate and combatting. But (my Lordes ) though 
I wereabicut; though I were departed into Germanie,would 


they burne nomore 2 would they (pill no more blood? would 


they drown no more ? Was the Ubcrtic of the Countrey main- 
tained, by that gentle and nnlde mah, the Duke of Alua ? D1d 
they not then wickedly. put to death in Spaine , your owne 
Ambailadors my Lords of Bergues , and of Montigni ? Did 
they notatche ſame time,lert betore your eyes, vppon {peares 
and launces,the heads of your principall Captaines and go- 
vernors ? The other point, which they moſt ſet before them, 
15 theextirparion of Religion. I minde not here (my Lords )to 
enter into this queltzon,which is the true Religion , whercin 
God i5truely {crucd and called vpon, and that according to 
his worde : but leaue it rather to bee declared by others, 
more excerciicdin that marter thanl : and yet fo, that euery 
one may know by my prote(s1on , what I beleeue concerning 
the (ame.But tiis I cannot chule bur tell you, that ſuch 1s the 
Eltare of your countrey,that without the exerciſe and free vic 
oi theſayd Religion it cannot ſtande threedayes. You lee the 
number ot them that profeſle it, maruatlouſle increaſed : you 
{ce rhathartred agaynite the Pcpe , is inrooted deepclie, in 
the hartcsof all the inhabitauntes of the Countrey , becauſe 
that bis damnable pracuſes , agaynite this whole eſtate, are 
maruteitly diſcouered. 

_ "Whois he then, that can boaſtthat he loueth the Countrey, 
and woulde give counſcll ro due away ſuch a great, number 
of people,which once departing, ſhall leaue the Countrey, 
waite, poore, and miſerable, and ſhall people and inriche 
thei{traunge nations about vs? But ſuppoſe , that they will 
not departe ,.or yoyde the Countrey , who is hee that'can 
waforce them fo to doe ? let vs looke yppon our neighbours: 
Lette ys conſider our owne exaniples, and if wee bee not 


wtedye voyde of wite and vaderitand.ng , wee will vn 
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chuſe ſuch pernitions and hurrfult counſels; as ſhall vrterlie, 
euen from toppe to toe, bring to ruine and deſtruction, this 
eſtate.I will yet ſay ſomewhat more vnto you(my Lordes) that 
albcit that amongſt them, which follow the Romane' church, 
there are ſundrie good people,andlouers of their Countrey :: 
and that amongeit them, there are fome allo, whiche'haue 
moſt honourablie acquited and behaued themſelues : yer 
notwithſtandins thoſe of the Religion;are very well affured of 
this,that there (halt nener be found any amongelt them, who 
hath had intelligence,or made any practiſe with the enimic, 
bur all of them generally,haue bin contrarie vnto him . And 
albeit that fome hauc bin founde amongeſt them , who being 
like vnto wanton and proude children, haue brought thorow 
their vnhcedineſſe, ſome trouble into the houſe : yer for all 
that,they hauc nothad any dealing, with the common ene- 
mie.S2eing then (my Lordes) that you knowe their purpoles 
and attemptes,thetereſteth no other thing but this, that you 
doe in time prouide for them,and labour what ye can , to re- 
drefſe the ſame. And how ſhall this be pertourmed ? torfoorthy 
by this meanes, that ye performe ineffect,thatwhich ye. haue 
alwayes in your mouth : and that which the marke-of your 
ſheafe of arrowes ſtentfieth, which it hath pleaſed you to haue 
grauen in your feale : thatis to ſay, that no member of this 
goodlic bodie , refpeRe that which 1s his owne , but regard 
the whole bodi? altogether : that ſome one parte of the 
bodie, take not vnto it felfe that meate, whiche 1s prepared 
for the whole, but that it fuffer the ſtomacke ( whiche is the 
counſe!!, that yee thall ordaine and apporint)to- concoct and 
digeſt the ſame, and to ſende it by the vaynes, to all the 
members of this eftate , and ſpecialie , rhat whereſoeuer 
any diſeaſe or ſickneſle fhall appeare, the Phiſitions thoulde 
fpeedilie be fente thither , and that the Patrentes ſhoulde 
quietlie beare for a time, the miſertes vppon them , thar 
ſo they maye feele art the length , a toyfull dehweraunce, 
from their diſeaſe and euill. Shallnot this be a wit reproche 
vppon vs and oures, for eaer, if that, having fo glort- 
ous an eftate vader our pow2r , and fo gooulke meanes 
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tor our defence,we doe;thorow a miſerable conctouſneſſe and 
greedicdefire,to get vnto our lelues ſome commodities, and 
that with the preiudice and hurte of our countrey men and 
triends,whileit (ome draw one way,and other ſome an other : 
if wee doe aye, finde our clues and that in a moment , ſna- 
red. and; onerwhelmed, by our deadly enimies ? Remember 
(my Lordes)I pray you,the very great diminiſhing and weake- 
ning of this eſtate,which came to paſſe atter the death of Duke 
Charlcs,wluch tell ypon vs tor no other thing, but becauſe 
that while the Prouinces, buſied themſelues,to contende and 
to fightone of them againlt another, for certaine pretended 
prledges,and tor certaine commodities, the reſt was aban- 
doned and forſaken. Thinke not that it is in my power (the af- 
faires and matters being in ſuch condition as they are) any 
long tune to refalt the enemie, with {uch ſmall and ſlender 
meanes,asyou(my Lordes)know,that I haue hadin my hand 
and poſle{ston-. But onthe other fide, if I haue any .experi- 
ence,, or practiſe, of gouernment and warre : if I knowe this 
Countrey , and the meanes that the enemiec hath , though 
that all the arnues and-powers, whiche they threaten ſhall 
come the nexte yeare;outot Spaine and Italie , ſhoulde come 
vs and our powers,they thal doe no niore, but much leſſe 
rather,then the Duke of Alua did in Holland and Zeland. And 
if it bein your power to take order for this ( as it is indeede) 
and yernotwithſtanding ye doe itnot : by what name ſhall a 
man call this fault,it it be commutted by you(my Lordes) who 
arehere afſembled;and vpon whome, all the good people of 
this countrey ſtay themlclues,elteeming you as their fathers, 
and their Protectors,who will alſo willingly in1brace, as ſome 
royfull newes ſent from heauen, any good order which you 
ſhall decree and eſtabliſh? Wherefore take pitie of your (clues, 
and if that which conceraeth your {clues moue you. not, yet 
take pitie Ipray you of ſo many. poore people alreadie deſtroi- 
ed,and more like to be : of ſo many poore widowes and fa- 
therleſſe children : of fo many murthers arid ſlaughters, com- 
matted within the bowels of your owne countrey : of ſo many 
Churches deſtroyed : and of ſo many Paſtors wangering 'Þ 
an 
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and downe together with their poore flockes. Set before you, 
that cruell and barbarous execution , commarted at Niuclle, 
by the Countic of Manseld Which thin ges you may ealily a- 
noide,and cait all the emill and miſchette of thts warre , yppon 
the cnem12,it only you remoue partialities and partakinges, 
and with one courage and hartas it were , imploye cogether 
all the meanes that y you haue, without paring, | (ay, notthe 
botrome of your purſes, but that whiche aboundeth therein, 
And as concerning that which particularly toucheth my elte, 
you ſee (my Lordes)that it is this head, that they ſeeke tor, the 
which by ſuch a price,and fo greart- a ſumme ot money , they 
hane vowed and appointed to death.and {aye,that (o long as [ 
ſhall b> amongelt you,the wazres ſhall haue no ende. Would 
to God(my Lordes)either that my perpetuall banithment, or 
elſe my very -deacki it ſelfe, might bring vnto you , aſound a and 
true deltieraunce, from fo many miſcheites and calamiries .AS 
the Spantardes( whome I haue ſeenc fo many times deliberate 
in co:m{-!}, deuiſe and-ſpeake-of particularly , and whome LI 
know within and w izhourt)doe demlſe againtt you, and prepare 
for yo. O how (weete ſhould this banthment be vnto mee ? 


O how delirefull ſhould this death be vnto me? for wherefore 


is it,thar 1 haue giucnouer,yea loſt all my goods? is it to in- 
riche my (elte ? Wherefore haue [ loſt mine owne bretheren, 
whome Iloued more then mine owne lite ? [5 it that I might 
finde ſome other elſe where ? Wherefore haue I fo long time 
letr my {onne aprifoner,my l{onne I fay, whome I on :ghts '0 
much to delire, If I be atather ?4s it becaule you are ab'e to 
gi1c mean other ? or becauſe yo! 1are able to "elloas hin to 
me agame? Wherefore haue 1 put my lite {o oftentimes in 
daunger ? what other recompence,what otherrewarde, can I 
looke i tor,ot my long trauiles, which haue come vpon me for 
your ſeruice ſake,euen (o farre that they haue brought vppon 
me olde age,and rhe ruine and loſe of all my 5008s, CXCEPTC 
it be.to purchaſe and to procure vou hbertie and that if neede 
be.with the price of my blood. If you therefore (my Lords)do 
tudge either that my abſence, or that m y very death 1c felfe, 
may / ſerue YOu, Or itande youin any ſieede,beholde I am rea- 
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die to obey, commannde me,yea {end me enen tothe worlds 
ende,and I will obey you. Beholde, my head, ouer whiche-no- 
 Princenor Monarche, hath any power,taue you only , diſpoſe 
thereot as (hall make moſt for your owne good , and for the 
health and preſeruation of your common w ealth, But if you 
1adge,that this meane experience and ſmall diligence that is 
in me,and which I haue attained, by fo long! and {o continuall 
trauell: It yon tuadge that the remainder of my goods,and-that 
my life it {clfe, may as yet ſerue you(as in deede I doe wholie 
dedicate and conſecrate the ſame vnto the countrey ) reſolue 
then vpon the pointes, which EF propoundvrito you and ſct be 
fore you. And it you thinke that I beare any loue to the coun- 
trey,and that I have any (ufticrencte m me,to gtue counſel, be- 
leeuethat this 1s the only meane, toaſſure, yeato deltuer our 
clues from the enemne. This being done,let vs with- one hart 
and good wil go together,and let vs rogether imbraſe the de- 
fence of this good people, which demaundeth nothing elſe, 

but to haue good counſels laide open before them, nor deſi- 
reth any thing elſe, but to followthe fame : And this doing, if 
you yet continue rowardes me the tauour, whiche heretofore 
you hane borne me;T hope by your aide, & Gods grace(which 
T have ſo often hererofore felt ,and thatin very perplexed and 

doubtfull matters)that that which ſhall bereſolued v on, 
by you,ſhall be,for the good, and preſeruation, ws; 
your ſelaes,your wives and children, and 
all ſacred and holie 
thinges, 
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= 1 HAVE WITH GREAT AFFE» 
Rd (ton receazed your Letter of the xxvy. of 
þ 7  Aate and (cethat other which you writte 
\ v2t0 me, the xitr.of [tne : andbyihat which 
ll! / haze written to 89 /iſfer, you haue bin able 
<A £ gl 10 UNAerSEarae, the [mall occa/ion that youth 
Fey to think that which you write unto me, 
ELD | 32 that Let: ter of the xx. of Mate, but ra- 
ther the contrarie. ga it 15 certaine that you ſroitlde much deceaue 
your ſelfe to thinke,th.it I would not haue all confidence and good 0= 
pinion of you : and alozit ſome certain one ſhonld meane,to per fourme 
a contrarie anetie towardes me.,yet this ſhould remame, that [ would 
n0t be ſo light,as to gize creaite thereto,hanins 'T ſo great experience 4 
your Loyaltie anc ſermices IPherefore you 42h not trouble your ſelfe 
therwih put ſtay your ſelf 2 Por the Letters, which heretofore [ haue 
written Unto you in ths behalfe and VP0n Your OWE deedes, but at 3:9 
hanae reſt hon that which ſome,cnemies(it 44) be of my ſernice,and 
of your good eftate ) would indeauour to cauſe you to V aderibavth 
*, Wt 7 the Fo 6 yau demaunde, to leane of your charges and offi- 
cesit greeneth me, that your particular affares and bu meſſes. are in 
ſuch rearmes and Rate 4, you ſay : and 1 cannot vat tell you, that the 
affaires of thofe ( oantreis args” in ſuch [orte and maner as the 
doe tt is not reaſon that ſach perſons, as yours is(to whom T truſt, w1d 
pon whome 1ſtay my {elfe) ſhow, /4 ibandon and forſake the ſame, [pe 
crally I my [+Ife peang {o farre off from the [aud ( ountrets, yea rat ther 
it were rea fon, that thoſe,that are in their awne houſes ſhould Speeauly 
pronide for,and helps thispreſent neceſſitie,and imploy themſelues VP 
on that wher CURAELO they, we bound,as Ye haue pref ently aone , 177 09ng 
ro Antaerpe, whereby I haue recea :4ed great contentment pas 2ovc, 
and am very well aſſured, that yew ill ther e aoe, w hat neuer ſhall ' Tha 
moſt conmenient for my ſernice,and for the quietue ſe and peace, of the 
ſayd towne and count ey,ard for rhe auoiding of the _ orders, that 
ſhall ariſe there : which thizg alſo 1 hope of you,ana 1 krowe that yee 
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: will not declare your ſelfe to be any other than ſuch a one at yee hawe 
beretofo: c Dine .1694 ſelfe to be,all your life long : Azad tothe end 
gee may perceaue, that 7 dve deale freely withyou , Iwill not ceaſe to 

advertiſe you,that there hath bmin theſe quarters a great rumor, c6- 
cerning thisto wit that your brother hath bin found tobe a dealer, ms 
thoſe thinges that are done there. And becauſe I cannot ceaſe, much 
and often to thincke of this matter,I chirge you ſtraightly athgentlye 
70 confider, how it may be remedied and redreſſed,that it proceede no 
fwrther, and looke that you doe effettnallie per forme it : and if it ſeeme 
04 onto you toremoone for a few dayes, your brother far from yan, 


goe ſo, From the Pore$t of $ C0014 the firſt o f Angnſt. 
Subſigned 


PHILIP, 


And written ypon the backſide 
To the Prince of Orange, 


And {caled with the Kinges Seale. 


MATION AND AK E- 


DICT IN FORME OF A PROSCRIPTION, 


made by the MaeStie of the King our Lorde,aganſt William of Naf. 
 ſanPrince of Orange, as the cheefe Captaine and diſturber of the 
ffate of Chri:tendome,and ſp:cially of rheſe low Conmreyes by which 
enery one 15 4 #thoriſed,to hurt him and to kill him , as 4 pube 
lrque plagne,with arewarde to him that ſhall doe nt, 
and ſhall bee aſſiſtmg and ayding 


thereunto, 


=] gl £1 lip by the grace = God 


| King of Caſtile, of Leon, of Arragon , of 


I þ | ' cha,oft Sardinia ,of the I{les,of the Indes 
= and the firmelande, of the Ocean Sea, 
J= | Archeduke of Auftrich, Duke of Burgon- 

-- - =FM of Lothier,of Brabant, of Lembourg, 
of | eto of Gelderland and of Millan , Countie of 
Habsbourg,of Flaunders,of Arthois, of Burgundie, Palatine 
both of Haynault,of Holland,of Zeland, of Namure, and of 
Zutphen, Prince of Swaue, Marques of the noly Empire, Lorde 
of Frifeland,of Salines of Malines, of the Citie, Townes and 
countrey of Vtrecht, of Oueryſlel, and Groninge, and Gouer- 
nour in Aſia and Africk. To all thoſe that ſhall ſce theſe preſent 
Writinges,greeting. 

It is knowne to all the worlde, how the late Emperour of 
molt excellent memorte,Charles the fr, my Lord and farther, 
whomGad abſolue, hath fauourablic handled and dealt with 
William of Naſsau, for the ſucce(sion of the late Rene of 
Challon,Prince of Orange his couſine : and howe from that 
time forwarde,cuen from his firſt age,he hath (although hee 
were aſtraunger) greatly aduaunced hin, 1ch thing wee our 


ſelaes alſo. hane alway "ES lucceſs1uely continued . and daylie 


augmented more and more,hawing DAG him firſt of our or- 


der, afterwardc OULr Lemetenaunt general !1n the COUCTIN 1Enc 
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- of Holland,Zeland,Vtrechr and of Burgundy, and withall ; of 
our counſell of eſtate, beſtowing vppon him ſundrie benefites 
and honours,whereby both by reaſon of the othe of fidelitie 
and homages,which he hath likewiſe made-ynto- vs, becauſe 
alſo of the tces,penſions, landes and Lordi{hips,helde of vs in 
diuers our Countreis and Prouinces,he was greatlic ſubic&ed 
and bound to obey vs,to keepe and holde his taith giuen, and 
to procurethe good and profite of our affaires, and conſe- 
quently to maintaine, all quietneſle and peace in our eſtates 
and countreyes.Notwithſtanding enery one knoweth,that we 
were not ſoloone departed.out of thole our low Countreyes, 
but that the ſayd William of Naſlan, made Prince of Orange 
by the meanes aboue mentioned,did by his ſiniſter practiſes, 
deuiſes and craftes aſlaie;firſte, to get the good willes of thoſe 
whome he knew to be diſcontenr, greatly indebted, haters of 
zſtice,ſtudious of nouelties, and ſpeciallic ſuch as were ſuſpe- 
. Eted to be of thereljgion, bancketting them,prouoking them, 
and drawing them after him, by taire wordes, promiſes, and 
 vaine per{waſtons,cuen [6 farre,that he was the principall au- 
thour, promotor and framer, of the firſt requeſt, preſented by 


_  certaine companies of yong Gentlemen , who did dayly free 


quenthis houſe and table : yeathat the very rue thereof , was 
laydein his ſaide houſe, by and with the aſ$iſtaunce of Coun- 
rie Ludovick of Naſlau his brother a great heretick. Andalbe- 
it,that he was the direQor ofaltheſe deuiſes , yetin that time, 
he daily haunted the counſel of cſtate, being preſent at al con- 
ſultations and reſolutions,taken and made therin, in ſo much 
that cuery man may cafilic marke,the faithful truſt that was in 
him,and the obſcruation of his othes. And afterward paſsing 
#:0 the ſaid requeſt, & proceeding further,he & his adherents, 
brought in hererical preachings, & publick aflembliesin ſun- 
drie places ot our ſaide countreis,whiles that the Dutches of 
Parma,our moltdere & beſt beloued ſiſter ( the Regentes and 
general Gouernes of our ſaid low countreis)had ſent ynto vs, 
that we might giue order cocerning the ſaid requeſt. And alſo, 
by the aduiſe, knowledge,& partaking of the ſaid P. of Orange 
the hereticks(being guided by thoſe preſcters of the aforeſaid 
requeſt, who wer fauored by him) bega tumultuouſlyto break 
| Images, 
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Images, Alters,and Churches, to prophane al holy and {1cred 
things,yea the ſacraments inſtitated by god. Neuerthelefle, by 
the grace of g0d,& foreſight of the ſaid Lady,the matters were 
{ſo wel gouerned andremedied that he was inforced to deparr 


ut of oar countrets,&toleaue his ſaid gouernments,yet not-. 


without being ful of wrath & threatnings that he would be re- 
ueged chertore which thing he thought! the yere following to 
perform by arms,but in vain,for he was ſo ſpeedily purſued, by 
our army contiaualh y following him at his heceles,that he was 


driuc out,of al our ſaid coltreis,without being able toremain 


m any part therof. Burt as ſoone atter,there did in udry places 
appeareſome dilcotentmert of our (aid ſi biects,againſt the g0- 
ucrnuent of the D, of Alua(who {ucceded the faid Lady in the 
gouerniment atorefaid)and aniongſtothers,in the prouinces of 
Holland & Zeland,ſo he practiſed! that he might return thither 
azain.Townich notwithſtiding he was nat receaued, but that 
firſt he did holily ſweare,tothe eſtates of the ſaid coutries, and 
the towns therin,that he wold maintain the {aid countreis and 
towns for vs,and in our obedience,& that he wold not change 
any thing whatſoeuer,of the ancient,catholick, and romtth re= 
| I1zton bur as a gouernor only, would aſsiſt and defend them jA- 
gainſt thefaid D, of Alua af he wold mforce,& by violece draw 

them to that,whtich he preteded,that' is toſay, tothe paiment 
of the x. & xx,peny,of that impoſition,which he would charge 
them withal,a thing indeed which weneuer comaunded hin, 

_neithereuer vnderſtoode to haue bin done, but with the o0od 

I-aue & liking of our ſaid ſubte&s, & yet that allo 1n the ltcede 

of other aids & 1mpolit10s wherofwe meant tovnburtne the. 
 Notwithſtandins,ſo ſoone as the ſaid Nail lan, was entered and 
receaued into the (aid gouernment, he began by his ofticers & 
coplices,to bring in heretical preachings m euery place where 
he could ,perſecuting all the good paſtors, preachers, religious 
perſ>ns, and honeſt people, whereot hee droue away a great 
number, and amoneſt them he cauſed manie of them to bee 
murthered orelſe wincked atthe murther, that was made of 
them,by ſome of his adherentes vn! uch time as the ſaid E- 
ſtates, being greatlie offende(] with this crueltie, world haue o 


reaſon and an account yeclded thereof.but the he teigned tha 
ho 
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the thing did much diſpleaſe and diſlike him,and yet notwith= 
Randing atterwards,he returned to his firſt purpoſe & marke, 

ul intreating thoſe,which he knew to be Catholicks, and con - 
trarie to his attempres, aiding himſelte with the councell of 
| herericall Miniſters,as well {traungers,asof the ſaid countrey, 
chaunging likewile the Magiltrates,which he knew tauoured 

not hisenterpriſes and purpoſes, and atterwardes proceeded 

to bring in libertic of conſuence,or (to ſpeake truche)confuli- 
on of religion. Wherevpon immediately after it fell out , that 
the Catholickes were openly perſecuted,caſt downe , and dri- 
uen away : the Churches and Monaſteries both of men and 

women broken downe, rvinated, and made euen with the 

earth : the religious perſons both men and women euwll hand- 
led, baniſhed and rooted out,vnlefle they woulde play the A- 

oltatates,& become maried.,tor in the other he had no con» 
dence at all(as alſo he.himſelfe, being betore a maried man, 

tis ſeconde wife yet liuing,did take a religious woman and an 

Abbais,ſolemnely bleſled by the Bulhops hand, whome hee as 

yet keepeth with kim, the moſt ſhametaſtandinfamous thing 

that can be,not only according to chriſtian religion , but alſo 

by the lawes of the Romanes,and againſt all honeſlie ) and at 

-- Thelaſt, hathproceeded fo far,that he hath not lefte any more 

place for the cathoiickreligion,ſufiring alltheerrors and im- 
picties,ofall other ſees and hereſtes,that he might thereby, 
ouerthrow and roote vp{1it he would) our catholick and holy 
Tehg10n,which hath bin alwayes obſcrued by the whole eſtate 
of Chniſtians. 

Furthermore,he hath cauſed our poore ſubicRes of Hol- 
lande and Zelande,to be fo {uffe,and brought them to ſtande 
vpon ſuch termes,that almoſt all the townes thereof,one aftcr 
another, haue bin beſieged 2nd taken, ſome by aſſault, and © 
ther ſome by compoſition and yeelding.in ſo much that more 
the once,he hath bin almoſt vtterly driven out by our armies, 
-wntill ſuch time that,the great commaunder of C aſiule , being 
dead, whome we alſo made ſuccefiorin that government after 
the ſayd Duke of Alua, whome wee called backe from thence, 
that wee mighte make ou: ſubic&es more contented hore by, 

.thinges 
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thinges came into ſome diſorder,and diſobedience of Sonldt» 


ars who tooke the towne of Ziriczee, which diſorder began to 
giue ſome tauour to the ſaid Nalsau : and immediately after, 
the eſtates generall of our {aide Countrels, in thoſe quarters, 
(deſiring onceto get out of theſe miſeries of warre , perſwaded 
by the ſayde Orange,ſaying and fergning that,he deſired no- 
thing, but the good peace and tranquilit je of the countreyes, 
and to ſetthem free from ſtraunge {ouldiars,and to holde the 
countrey vader our obedien ce,and withall to preſerue therin, 
the auncient catholick religion,ſuch as it had alwayes bin ex- 
erciced and practiſed amongeſt them,and to keepe the priut- 
ledges and lbertie of the ſaide countrey) did make with him 
the treatic of G aundr, eftabliſhed exprelly vppon theſe two 
grounds,thatis,to m aintaine the ſaid religion, and obedience 
tO vs. 

While theſe thinges were in handling, weeſentour good 
brother,the late Lord Don Iohnotf Auſtria, of bleſſed memo- 
rie,with COmMMaune! 3:ent andintention to pacihe, FECONEING 
and accord all the troubles of our {aid countrcis,by the molt 
gentle mean,and fauourableit w ay that could be, which thin - 
alſo he did,yeelding vnto our {abtectes cuery ching , which a- 
Ny maner of wa y,wight be graunted ynto them, ratifying gand 
confirming alſo, the ſaid creatic of Gaunt,w hich he cauſed to 
be publiſhed in euery place, according to the accuſtomed ma- 
ner,which the foreſaide Oran ge did caineſay ,by all the forces 
and power te had, bat not being ableto hinder it hee woulde 


neuer afterwardes cauſe the ſame to be publihed , in the pla- 


ces of his gouernments(tretting as 1s ſaide becauſe he was pit 
able to lette it) notw irhſtanding that we our {elues had after- 


wards approned,conteſſed, and confirmed both the one and 


the other agreement and treatic, and boreitaanding that 
our {ayd o00d brother(together with the deputies of the reſt 
oftheeſtares ,had ſent divers great and good perſonages, to 
the ſayd Orange, to perſwade him to that , to the end effec 
allie ro accompli h on his part, that wherevnto he was helde 
and bound, by the articles and pointes, of the {ai4 treatie of 
Gaunt.And becauſe that he pleaded and alleaged continual'y 


CG that 
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thathe ought to recouer his whole gonernment, and withall, 


that the townes which would not ack nowledge him for Go- 


 Kernour,or elſe thoſe,which afterwards we had taken by force 


of armes,and brought by ſome other meanes into our obedi- 
ence,thould be put vnder his fayd gouernment, he was euen 
in that alſo ſatisfied, by the goodnefle and gentleneſle of our 


faideſtates,who had not yer the ſufficiently known his deceits 


and periuries yet ſo notwirhſtanding,that he ſhold ſweare that 
he would change nothing art al,of the forme of the ſaid anciet, 
catholique and:Romane religion,andthar for this purpoſe, he 
ſhould gtue ſuch aſſurances & ſatisfaGtions, as the magiltrates, 
Burgeſles and inhabirauntes of euerie towne,might 1uſtly de- 


_ maunde, Wherevpon they, hauing reaſoned along while, tou- 


ching the affurances,which cuerie rowne did demaund, tothe 
end that that which the ſayde Orange promiſed them, might 
be obſerned and kept, they were ſubie&ed vnder his gouerne- 
ment;afterthat he had ſworne to performe the pointes afore- 
fayd, and other articles contayned inthe inſtrumentes and 
writinges of the ſayd ſarisfa&tions and afſuraunces. Bur, ſo far 
of was 1t,that he hath kept and obſerued his foreſayd promi- 
ſes & othes, that, on the cotrarie ſide, he imrmediately brought 
mtothe ſaid countreis and townes4 his miniſters and Calu- 


 maltes preachers, he hath cauſed the heretickes , that were ba- 


nithed, to return, he hath there practiſed libertie of coſctence, 
andhath cauſed tobe commitred,fome offences in ſome chur- 
ches ioyning himſelfe, firſt to the poorer ſorte,and afterwards 
tothe magiltrates,and hath by little andlittle, perſecuted the 
good paſtors,and cauſed them to flic away : finally,hee hath 
expelled and baniſhed the whoke catholick religion , and for- 
bidden the exerciſe and vſe thereof. In doing of which, hee v- 
ſed his ordinarie hipocriſies, and accuſtomed counterfeiting, 
ſaying that thoſe thinges diſpleaſed him,and that hee was not 


 abletoremedy the ſame. And yet notwithſtiding he did, both 
by himſelf, and by his Officers ſecretely , andas it were vnder 
| hand prouoke,all the ſeditious and hereticall perſons,to vie & 


praftiſe the miſcheefe he had conceaued: and for this cauſe he 


did{by the aide and afviſtaunce of thoſe of his ſide ) woe «4 
tle 
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little and little,garriſons within the townes, againſt his coue=' 


nauntes and promiſes {\worne,andin the meane while ceaſed 
not,to accuſe our {ayd Brother Don Iohn,that he priuly pra- 
Giſed many miſchiefes againſt the Eſtates, waiche thing not- 
withſtanding,our ſayd Brother hath alwayes aſſured ys not to 


be true. But rather that ſeing the obſtinacie and malices ofthe 


ſayd Orange, he might beable to impart the ſame matter with 


others,and to deuiſe how,they might bring him torcaſon,and 


hinder him,from againe troubling the whole publique quiet- 
neſſe,of the {aid countreis,as afterwardes he did indeede, 


- Allthis notwithſtanding, the foreſaid Orange left not of,vn- 


til that by his practiſes and ſubtil leights(which are very pro- 
pet to him)he had ſet ſuch great dithdence & diſtruſt, between 
our ſaid brother,& the eſtates of our ſaid countreys,that there 
appeared nothing, but a molt great, euident, and apparaunt 
murther.In ſo much that, for the auoiding of that diforder,or 
at the leaſt to eſcape the impriſonment of his own perſon, the 
ſayd Don Tohn,placed himſelf {atchie,in our town & Caſtle of 
Namure, Whereynto he was ſo much the more mooued , by 
how much he was not any whit at all armed,and on the other 


{ide,becauſe it was maniteſt & certaine,that the{ayd Orange, 


by al his poſting meſſengers and officers,did not ceaſe to pro- 


uoke the factious perſons,to praftile the like thing, vppon his 
owne perſon,as he had the ſame yeare cauled to bee praciled, 
vpon thoſe of our councell of eſtate, appointed tothe generall 
gouernement, of our ſayde Countreis : as allo , becauſe that 
then the ſayd Orange, thinking that he had gotten all,did be-= 
ginto thoote our all hisarrowes,and to diſcouer his {leigates 
and weapons,thathe might draw our people into open warre, 
agaynſt our ſayde brother and Lieaetena:nt generall , Not- 
withſtanding, by occaſion of ſome good men , being nigh a- 
bour his perſon, and of other vertuous people , on the eltates 
fide,the matters came fo farre,that all was well agreede, and 
that for the auoidins of all occaſion and diltruſt, it was both 

Mn the one {ide,and onthe other concluded,that hee ſhoulde 
withdraw hiinſelfe front his gouernement, and go into Italy, 


which thing alſo we.our {clues wilhed and willed : And there 


Q 2 wWcre 


Tnr PrRoscntPtIon Or ThE K. 


were with hint,the Deputies of the Eſtates, mutually to accept 
and to figne,the offers made on both {ides,one of them to an 


other. But in ill time, this enimie, the common diſturber of 


publike quietnefle(who knowing that from the place of Hol- 
land where he was,he could not with all his deuices any more 
hinder this peace and reconculation) made halte to come at 
that very time to.Bruxelles,and teigning that he woulde haue 
peace,he procured warre,ſetting downe new conditions , nat 
yet talked nor conferred of,nor opened, in {o.muche that hee 
obtained his purpoſe, breaking the whole agreement, as enery 


one very well knoweth . Afterwardes,the matter being come 


to a breaking oat,of open and molt cruell warre, he by force 
and tumult of the people,cauſed himfelte , againſte the gopd 
will ofthe Eſtates, to « declared, Rewart,thatis,the protec= 
tor or defendor of our Countrey of Brabant, and afterwards 
the ſecondeLieuctenaunt of all our tow countrets, and alfo in 
fine he cauſed himſelfe by the tumultes of Gaunt and of ſome 
other places,to be choſen gouernour of Flaunders: hautng al- 
{o cauſed to come thither, his brother,and brother in law, be= 
is ſtraungers,to take ypon them, ſome other gouernmentes,, 
of our Prouinces,and yet notwithſtanding, hee and his parta- 
kers,burthen our people, withall fortes of impotitions, exati- 
ons,demaundes,leuies and taxes,ſo harde, barbarous and ri- 
rannous,that the like hath never bin heard of, which he hath 
executed, by a ſtrong hand and force of armes,withoutthe co- 
ſent of our people, and without yeelding any account thereof: 
and if any man ſpeake of theſe thinges, helayeth hande vpon 
them,or cauſeth them to be ſpoyled;cuill intreated , impriſo- 
ncd,or ſlaine. | 

On the other ſideit is manifeſt, what wee hane- continually: 
done;to pacifie and quiet (ſo ſoone as we vnderitoode there- 
of) the cuill that fell out, as hath bin ſayd, betweene our ſayde 


«Licuetenaunt generall and the eſtates . Burt all the good that 
' we hane done,or our ſayd brother, hath bin ſuppreſſed and 


hid,in ſeed whereof the ſayd Orange and his partakers, haue 
deuiſed a thouſande ſlaunders,the more to abuſe our ſaid ſub- 


ic&s.Euen as inthe obtaining of the yi&orie of Gembloux, 
_ when 
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when we ſent the Baron of Seelles, with moſt reaſonable con- 


ditions,thart he might receaue into fauour our ſaid Subiectes, 
and accord the whole matter, nothing for all that followed 
therevpon,by meanes of the hinderaunce and ler, whiche hee 
knew to ca\t inthe way, albert,that all this while,our ſaid ſub- 
ie&s, writing both to vs,and ro our good brother and nephew 
the Emperour, and other Poren eates,to 1uſtifie the controuer- 
ſies, which they had againſt our ſaid Licuerenaunt generall,did 
openly proteſt,that they ment not to change any thing,in the 
auncieut,catholicke, and Romane religion,fuche as it had al- 
waycs bin obſerued,in our ſaid countreis,and withall,thar vn- 
der the practiſe thereof they would yeelde vs that obedience 
which by Gods law and mans law, was due vnto vs, whiche 

were the only two points which we alwayes demaunded, and 
demaunded then of them, and whereof alſowe were agreede. 
Notwithſtanding the ſayd Orange, fearing the reconciliation 
of our ſubieRs with vs,came ſo farre, that he layd agayn newe 
deuiſes,not only for to-hinder tha 7 matter, but alſo to make 
(it he could)for cuer,the thing paſt hope of recouerie, and al- 
rogether remedileſſe ,by going about to corrupt all with here- 
fie, \wherevnto heattained in diuers places, both by ſubtelties, 
craftes, miſcheetes, and periuries,well known to him and all 
heretickes,and alſo by meere force;vſing the ſame that he had 
praiſed before,to waſt and deſtroy the prouinces of Holland 


and Zeland caſting all into the fire of popular tumult,and of 


tne ſacking of churches ,prophanations of facramentes, mur- 


ther,or i:npriſonment of Bithops,Paſtors , Icluites , religious . 


men religious women,and of ſundrie ſecular parſons, of qQtia- 
litie and honour, breaking g againſt all order of lawe the prine- 
tedges,vſages, and auncient obſcruations ,depriuing the preſſ- 
dents Councellors ,goucrnours of places,Bailiffes Pronoſtes, 
Sheriues, and other catholicke officers,well aftefted to vs, and 
the good and quiet of the Countrey, placing i in their cede, 
and that extraordinaritie and by his owne anthoritie, and of? 
rentimes by the tumult of the people pronolted by him ( a- 
mongeſt whome he raigneth and triumpheth)all ſefarjes, ſe- 


ditions men andturbulznt perſons.lining of pray; and fpole, 
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and others like vnto himſelf,in ſo much that he hath brought 
all to the moſt tirannous, barbarous and bloodie confuſion, 
that cuer yet was heard of. Wherewith certaine catholick pro- 
ninces being diſpleaſed , euen to ſee the conſciences of the 
good ſo oppreſſed,and violently inforced, and the churches, 
Cloyſters, Abbayes,Caſtles, and houſes of Noble men and 
great perſonages,laid flat with the earth, and their goods gt- 
ven fora prayc toall wicked men, at the diſcretion and plea- 
ſure of this ſtraunger , and the whole eſtate of the countrey 
{ubnerted by him,yca lo farre that hee mcante to confiraine 
whole prounces,and that againſte their othe and good will, 
they did willingly reconcile themſclues to vs,which thing hee 
andeauored on all ſides,to gainſaye and hinder,but they were 
moreſtrong and conſtant then he,yea,which 1s worſe, albeit 
tharthe ſaide Lorde Emperour at the earneſt requeſt of the 
ſayde Eftarcs(who beſought him to bee ananterccſiour, and 
to makeameane for a pacihcation betweene vs and them) 
was content to take the whole matter into his-owne handes, 
and to deternune at, if he coulde : wherevnto for the deſire 
that we haue,to ſee our people dceliuered from theſe calami- 
nies.we did willingly condilcende and agree. Andindeede, his 
Imperiall Maicluc,ſent to this purpoſe, his Commils1oners to 
Colen.as wel Princes EleRors,as others very principal perſons 
of the holy Empire,to vnderſtad the points 1n cotrouerſie and 
diſpute berweene vs,yet that hath no whit at all turned him a- 
fide,nor with-held him,from his wicked & peruerſe purpoſes, 
And indeed, theſaid Commiſsioners,hauing heard the whole 
matter,& debated a good while together vpon the demaunds 
of the {aid eſtates andourofters made therto, reſolued & con- 
cluded,the points & articles which they cauſcd to be publiſhed 
and imprinted , that they might be accepted both oof the one 
fide and the other. N euerthelefle,;the whole matter was with- 
outanyefte& or frurnotwithitanding that the articles them- 
{clues were ſo gracious, fauorable,iuſt,& reaſonable,that there 
15no man of good 1dgement,but he confeſieth, that they are 
more then ſufficient,and that we haue offered niore, then by 
- anyrealognourſubicts ought to denzaund at our handey, ; 
While 
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Whileſt this conference and communication endured and 
laſted,the ſaid Orange, tothe end that he might countermine 
& workeagain(t che E mperourand vs,and ol by that meanes, 
make all the matter deſperate and palt hope, cauſed to bee 
made in Vtrechr,a certaineaſfemblie of the depuries of ſun- 
dry townes and countreies,which he keeperh vnder his owne 
power,there to practiſe a new league,or a manitelt and notort- 
ous confpiracie,againſt the ſaide religion and vs, with execra- 
ble and deteſtable both wordes and orhes , not abſtaining ro 
miury the com mil{szoners of the {aide Lorde Emperoure. For 
which purpoſe he was aſsited,by his fatde brother, and bro- 
ther in law,and other hetpers, which-thing alfo he hath wre- 
ſted and wrong from fundry quarters, by great prouocatior, 

raciſes,ſ, claunders , and :mportunare promiſes, yea, almoſt 

y force And notw irhſtanding all the duties perfourmed by 
the ſaide commiſsioners,to cauſe theprouinces to vnderſtand 
their {ajde good and holy reſolution , {o profitable tor our 
ſubiectes,hee wb h1s adherentes, and certaine ſuppoſed per- 
fons,w hich he vſerh for inftrumentes , hath brought to paſſe 

thatthe {aide articles, were a long while ſupprefſed and kept 
cloſe, and when they could not anylo nger be hidden, he hath 
not oaly hindered, that they ſhould nor be accepted, but hath 
procured,that certaine pernitions pokes FRabeg with all lies 
andſklaundersthould bewritte againit them . And moreouer 
at the lait, the deputies that he hath in Antw erp, nigh aboure 
h1 n,beyng of theſ{ame profeſsion . haue demaunded articles 
more grecuous,timpertinent, hurttull,oftenſiue,and tull of 1m- 
piety ag2ynt! God and vs, their ſoueraigne Lord and naturall 
Prince , yea {ich articles, aS 4 man cannot ſhea tke to much a- 
gaynlt them . Beſides, when hee perceaued , that as yet hee 
could not by all his cunning, perfivaſions and [aboures wholly 
obtaine the ime,he determined with him felte ar the length 
to depart ont of Antw ph from whence hee had nor fturred 
by more then two yeares face)? % wentinto our f21d rowne of 
Vrrechr, to the ende hee: might acco:mpluh the exccunion of 
the (aide damniblelc 19.10, and make tor cuer all t1e mat- 
ters vnremediable , And general'te , hee hath {o behaved 


hin (loin all nanner of tyrannye, chat he hath driuen from 
| thence 
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thence and rooted out al the people of the church,yea he hath 
{o handled the Lordes,and the whole principall Nobilitic of 
our countries,that they haue bin intorced to withdraw them- 
Alues and to forſake their countries,to the ende that hee may 
raigne and rule there,nioſt ablolutehe , amongelt the furies 
and tumultes of the people the good being chaſed away, And 
becauſe that all this contuſion and curſe , that our countries 
ſuffer,is confeſled to proceede from the counſell,ecxhortation, 
prouocation,and doing of this wicked hi pre , by meanes 
of his vnquiet ſparite , which alfo placeth the whole felicitic 
thereof, in the trouble of our fubieces : and withall ſeeing 
that it1s maniteſt,that ſo long as he 1s 1n our Countreis,there 
cannot be peace,reſt nor any quietneſle. eſtabliſhing all vpon 
a perpetual diſtruſt which he hath cucr in his mouth ( a very 
ordinary and common thing to wicked men,who haue their 
conſciences vexed and troubled,as had Caine, Iudas and ſuche 
like)moreouer,ſcing that notwithſtandig the intreaties and 
offers,that hath bm made him,cuen by the Emperors Com- 
miſ5toners,offcring him moſt greatprofits,to the end that he 
would returne to his natiue countrey (where every one natu- 
rally ought to defire to live moit)he would not accept thereof, 
and being aſtraunger,delighteth rather to deſtroy our coun- 
treis,then to yeelde to that,which1s reaſonable and good, for 
The benefite of ournaturall ſubieGtes the mhabitauntes there- 
of. 

For theſe cauſes which are ſo 1uſt,reaſonable and lawfull , v- 
fing in this behalfe the authonrie that we hane ouer him, as 
well by vertue of the othes of hdclitie and obedience, whiche 
he hath ſundrie times taken vnto vs,as allo being the abſolute 
and ſoueraigne Prince of the {ayd low countreis,for al his per. 
uerſe and wicked deedes,and becauſe he alone hath bin the 
head,authour and promoter of theſc troubles,and the princi- 

all diſturber of our whole eſtate : to be ſhort, becaufe he hath 
hon the publick plague of chriſtendome,we publiſh him for a 
traitour,and a wicked man,the enemie of vs and of our coun- 
rreis,and as ſuch a one haue proſcribed him,and doe perpetu- 
ally and tor cuer proſcribe him,our of the ſayd countreis, al 0- 
ther 
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ther our Eſtates , Kingdomes and Seignuries, interdicting 
and forbiddingall our ſ{ubiees , of whar eſtate , condition 
orqualitie ſoeuer they be,hort to haunt, liue, bee conuerſaunt, 
ſpeake,or commiicate with him, openly or (ecretely, nor to 
receaue him or lodge him in their houſes,nor to minilter ynto 
him meate,drinke,tire,nor any other neceſſarics, in any forte 
whatſocuer, vpon paine to incurre our indignation and diſ- 
pleaſure,as hereatter thall be fayd. And {o we pernut all, whe- 
ther they be our {ub1ectes or others, for the execution of our 
ſaid declaration and edict,to ſtaie him,ler him , and ſately to 
keepe his perſon,and to hurt hint both in his goods, and alſo 
in his perſon and lite,g1uing the fayd William- of Naflau ouer 
vnto all men,as the enemie of mankinde,graunting vnto cue- 
ry one,al his goods moueable and ynmoueable,that can take, 
occupie, or conquer the ſame, where{ocuer they be, excepte 
thoſe goods,which are at this preſent,in our power and pol- 
ſe{s10n. And to the ende in deede,thart this matter may be the 
more effeuallite and readilie pertourmed, & io by that means 
our {ayde people the ſooner deliuered, trom this tirannie and 
oppreſs1on,we willing to reward vertue,and to punith vice, do 
promiſe in the word of a king,and as the mintiter of God,thar 
1f there be any found,eirher among our owne ſubiectes, or a- 
monglt {traungers,ſo noble of courage, and defirous of our 
ſeruice,and the publick good, that knoweth any meane howe 


to execute our {aide Decree, and to {et vs and humilclte tree, 


from the atoreſ{aid plague, deliuering hun vnto vs quicke or 
dead,or at the leaſt taking his lite from him,we will cauſe, ro 
be giuen and prouided,for him and his heires.,in good land or 
readie money,chuſe him whether,umumedately atter the thing 
thalbe accomplihed, the ſfumme of xxv. thouſande crownes 
of golde, and if he haue committed any ottence or tault, how 
great and greeuous ſocuer it bee, wee promie to pardon him 
the ſame,and from hencetorth do pardon t,yea and tt he were 
not before noble,we do make him noble, tor his courage and 
valiaunt act : andifthe principall doer, take with him tor his 


ayde,in the accompliſhment of this enterprile,or execution of 


this his fa&,other perſons belide himfeclte,we wil beltow vypon 
R them 
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them benefites and arewarde , and will giue to euerye one of 
thein,accordingro their degree, and according to that ſeruice 
which they ſhall yeelde vnto vs in this behalſe ; pardoning the 
 alſowharſocuerthey have ill done,and making them likewiſe 
noble. And becauſe,that the receaucrs,fauorers and adherents 
ot ſuch rirantes,are they which cauſe them to continue , and 
donournh & vphold them, in their naughtineſle, without the 
which,the wicked could not rule any long time, we declare all 
them likewiſe for rebels againſt vs,and encmics of the commo 
quiet,and as ſach,do depriue them of al their goods,nobility, 
honours, & Rds pediive orto come,who, within a moneth, 
after the publication of this preſent edict, ſhall not withdrawe 
themſcthues trom raking parte with him, but (hall continue to 
ſhew him fanour,and to giae him ayd,or otherwiſe thal haunt, 
frequent,follow, a{sift, counſel! or Ma him,direalyor indi- 
rectly,or from this time forwarde, ſhall deliver him any mo- 
ney,giumg,all the goods and bodies of fuch men,whereloecuer 
they may be found, either in our kingdomes or countret1s, or 
out of them, to thoſe that ſhall occupie the ſame,whether they 
be marchaundizes,money,debtes, actions, landes, Lordihips, 
and otnerthinges whartſocuer,except thatthe ſaid goods , be 
alreadie feafed in our power, as hath bin beforeſayde . And 
Thar theymay the more ſpeedily cometo haue ſentece, againſt 
their ſaid perſon or goods.it ſhall be proofe ſufhcient ynough 
to declare, tharthey haue feene them,after the time expreſſed - 
m this proſcription, communicate,{peake,treate,haunt open= 
Iv or ſecretely with the ſaide Orange,or haue ſhewed him par- 
ticular fanor;,aſsiftaunce orayde,diredly or indirefilic howſo- 
euer,pardoning notwithſtanding all men , whatſocuer , euen 
vnto the ſaid time they ſhall haue done to the contrarie, if re- 
turning backe,and ſubmitting themſelues agayne , vnder the 
due and lawfull obedience which they owe vnto vs, they hauc 
acceptedorfliall accept the {aid treatie of Arras, concluded at 
| Monts,orthe articles of the deputies of the Emperor deter- 
minedatColen, F790a 
| *Thuswee given charge and commaunde, our moſt deare 


and faithfull;the heads, preſidentes and perſons of our pine 
, an 
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and great councels,the Chauncellor and perſons of our coun= 
ſell in Brabant, the Gouernour, Preſ1dent and perſons of our 
counſell at Luxembourg, the Gouernor, Chauncelor,and per- 
ſons of our counſell in Gelderlande , the Gouernor ot Lem= 


bourg,Faulquemont, Daelhem,and of others our Countreis 


of Oultremeuze, che Gouernor, Preſidentes , and perſons of 
our counſels in Flaunders and Artois ,the oreat Bailie of Hay- 
nault,and perſons of our counſel at Monts, the Gouernor,Pre- 


fdent ,and perſons of our countell in Holland, the Gouernor, - 


Pref! dent and perſ{ons,of our counſell at Namure, the Gouer- 
nor,Preſi Sraides and perſons of our counlell in. Fr ieſcland, the 
Gouernor, Chauncelor and perſons, of our counſell in Ouer- 
yſlell, the Licuerenaunt of Groningen, the Goncrnor , Preft- 
dent,and perſons of our counlell at Vtrechrt, the Gouernor of 
Lile, Douay, and Orchies,tke Pronoſt and Countie of Vallan- 
chiennes ,the Baylie of Tournay, and of Tournefles, the Rent- 
maſters of Bewelt an4 Beoiſter{chelt in Zeland , the [udge of 
Malines,and all other our Tuſtices and officers , and thoſe of 
our vaflals and Sabie&s,whomeat (hall concerne, their Lieue- 
tenantes.and euery one of them.,inreſpe& of himelte, and as 
though it did appertaipe ynto hun , that they, cauſe this our 
preſent declaration,editand decree, to bee publithed, euery 
one in his oouernment,and i in the places and boundes, of h1s 
or their iuri{diction, where they are accuſtomed,to make cries 
and proclamations,to the end that none may pretende any 
en 4 of the ignoraunce thereot : and moreouer that they 
keepe. obſerue,and maintain,and cauſe inutolablie to be kepr, 

oblerued,and maintayned,allthe poyntes and articles therein 
contained, according to their forrne and tenor ,procceding, & 
cauſing to be proceeded therin reſpecttuely,to the recompece, 

reward,pain and punuhment of the perſons aboue metioned, 

without any fauour,loue,or difsimulatio,and tor this purpole, 

and all : thinges appertaining thereto,we giue them, and euery 
oneofthgm. tull power,authoririe, & ſpeci: 1] commandemet, 

_ and wecharge & commaundall,that they obey the, commau- 
ding the ame and that they vnderfſtand it diligently. And ne- 


uertheleſſe, iecing thaEat this prelent the Ge publications 
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cannot be made,in the townes,countreis and territories, 0c- 


_—_— by the rebellion of the ſayd Orange, wee will that the 
ublications which ſhalbe madeyin the towns nerelt thervnto, 
eing vnder our obciſance, ſhall be wholy and all together of 


| ſach forceandefteR;as if they had bin vtterly done in the cir- 


cuites and places accuſtomed, and for ſuch we haue authori- 
ſed,and by theſe preſentes doe authoriſe them, yea we wil and 
commaunde,that immediately = be printed in two ſundrie 
Ianguages,by the {worn printers of our Vnuuerſities of Louain 
or Douay,to the end thatit may more ealilie come, to al mens 
knowled: e,and this is our pleaſure, appointment, and good 
will.In witneſſe whereof we haue cauſed our great ſeale to bee 
put to theſe preſentes,which were made in our towne of Mae- 
ſtricht,the xv. day of the moneth of March,and in the yere of 
grace 1580. and of our kingdoms,to wit,at Spaine,Sicilia.&c. 
the xv.and of Naples the xxvil. 


By the expreſſe appointment 
of his Maieſtie. 


Verreiken, 


And the ſayd Letters are ſealedwith the great ſcale 
of bis Maieſtie in redde waxe, and a double 
laſe hanging thereat.. © 


Che 


eTheLetters of the Prince of Parma 
to the Gouernors, and Counſellers of the Prouinces 
conmaunding the publiſhing of | 
this proclaniation. . 


ALEXANDER Princeof PARMA, 
andof PLAIS ANCE,&c.Go. 
wernor and Captaine > 

generall. | 


Y COSEN, MOST DEARE AND 
welbeloued frends, ſeeing the K my Lord hath 
F by 2.ſeueral letters of his very plamly comann- 
{ FI] ded vs to cauſe incontinently to be publiſhed, m 
©] þ\\} theſe hrs comntreyes, the proſecription and pro- 
Jl clamatio annexed hereto,againſt 1, of Naſſaw 
=) Prince of Orange, for the cauſes contgined in 
the ſayd Proclamation,we could not ceaſe to obay his Maieſties com- 
maundement , and to ſend the ſame vnto you, requiring you , and nez 
wertheles,in the name and on the behalfe of his Maieſty ,appoynting 
ou, that immedzatly after yee haue ſeene the ſame, you publiſh it and BE | 
cauſe it to bee publiſhed thorow ont all the Townes and places of your Fj; 
. gouernmet and inriſdiflion, after the accuſtomed manner, to theend, { 
that none may pretend any cauſe of the ignorance thereof , and faile £1 
yee not herem, and rhus my ( often, moſt deare and welbeloged friedes, 
err Lord haue you in his keeping, From ONT S, the 1 5, day of 
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Vrderneath was written eALEXANDER, 
e And ſigned oner againſfi VWERRETKEN. 


\ 


This was the Superſcription ofir . 
Tothe (onernours and Cl a 


of the Prontinces. 
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To my Lordes, the Eſtates Generall, 


OY HAVE KNOWEN(MY LORDES) BY 
my lifepaſt , and by my behauiours , that 1 nener mynacd to 
anſweare to any libels of defamation , which certayne ſclaun- 
aerers had publiſhed agaynſt me gn ſo much as if the qualuy & great- 
nes of the wrong, which hath bene done agaynſt mee by the proſeripti= 
on that the Kinge of Spame, hath cauſed to be publiſhed, I had not as 
Jet proceeded ſo farre,efþecially had it not bere that rhe mamtenance 
of myne honoare,had requeſted the ſame of mee,as I hane more large= 
ty layed ont the ſame in my defence,which I hane preſented vutoyon, 
Semce which time,there is come mto my handes a letter very falſe and 
connterfieyt bymyne ennemy, which they ſay they intercepted , and I 
ſent to my lordethe Duke of Amon,or (as they ſay ) to the Dake of 
Alangon, whereof ſome perſonages amongeſt them,and that of greate 
qualitie alſo haue ſent copres, as well to certame townes of our ſyde, 
and amoreſt vs,asto ſunary ſtrange & forrain princes. This letter my 
 Lorats is ſo fondly written(whether a man regarde the ſtile thereof 
or wil refpett the matter ther:in corayned, which by the bare reading 
therof ſufficiently bewrayeth, that there is not im nt ary ſhew of truth) 
that ſuch an impudent deniſe deſeruethno anſweare: as alſo God bee 
praiſed, there is not found a man amongeft ys,which is any whit at al 
mnooxedtherwith . On the other /ide, enery man hath knowen, ths 
they had no other meaning hereby,but by ſuch miſtes &-ſmokes,to dar - 
ken the brightnes by which their miſerable c5 pernitions inter againſ# 
this colltrey hath bm diſconered by the letters of Cardinal Granduell 
andothers which you haue commannded to be printed, after that you 
knew their handes their fignes and their feales andwithall therby , to 
 Fake-vntothems ſelues anoccalion and matter,tocaff vp and ſpew out 
(accordmg to themanner of ſhameles women)ſlaunderous,and wicked 
ſpeeches, ful of lyi 4 But ſo far of s it that by this meanetythey haue 
(inrefÞett of me) obteined that which they pretided, that on the other. 
fat, e Pare done me greate pleaſure , in publiſhing ſuch folkes be= 
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The Prince of Orangehis Letter, 


cauſe that thereby they do more and more mihfy and verify my des | 


fence, ſufficiently proumg them ſelues to be ſhameles lyers, moſt impus 
dent ſlannderers,and moſt. fond falſifiers, which ſernerh more & more 
$0 w/tify (as I hane ſaide) myne mnocencie and to gene approbation to 
all my attons, For, ſeeing that all men know,that this ſhould be the beſt 
newer, that they could receane or heare of , that I would forſake the 
conntrey,and leaue it to them, offered them ( my Lordes) andyoun 
wnder my honour do promiſe them to accompliſh it if they bee able to 
prone in your preſences, that I hane at any time written, or commaii- 
ded robe written,or ſent ſuch a letter, that preſently I will depart the 
contrey,and withdraw my ſelfe from it, without ener ſetting my ſelfe 
againſt them : and I promiſe thems,cuen vpon a [imple or bare requeſt 
to ſend the ſuchpaſſeportes and ſafecondutts, and they alſo penned m 


ſuch order ,as either they can or will demanid. But yet thu ſhalbe with 


this conditton,that if they will not accept this ſo reaſonable an offer all 


they which haue bm the authors of ſucha writmg,or which haue pu- 
blſhed it or which hane ſent it,mto the townes amog ſtvs,or ta 
forrame Prmces, and/{raunge countreyes, Ball, held. 
for lyers,ſlaunaerers, and wrecked ſpeakers,as in- 
deede ſuch they are, Ginen at Delft | 


the 25,0f Ianuary.1 581. 
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